
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 28, 2005 
 
Gordon Joseloff 
Moderator 
Representative Town Meeting 
150 North Avenue 
Westport, CT  06880 

Re:  Proposed Local Historic District at 4, 6, 9 and 10 Violet Lane 
Westport Assessor’s Map #5318-1, Zone A (1/2 Acre) Residential Zone 

 
Dear Mr. Joseloff: 
 
This is a proposal to amend Chapter 63, Article VI, by adding Section 63-10 and Section 63-11 to 
designate Violet Lane,  a local Historic District. 
 
In December 2004, a petition was submitted to the Historic District Commission members to designate 
4, 6, 9 and 10 Violet Lane as a local historic district.  There was a public hearing regarding the 
designation of Violet Lane on Thursday, October 27, 2005, in the Auditorium of Town Hall.  
Enclosed please find a copy of the legal notice and the final report generated for this application. 
 
The Historic District Commission has indicated their interest in designating this area as a local historic 
district for the following reasons: 
 

• Many of the property owners support the creation of this local district. 
 
• The 1997 Westport Plan of Conservation and Development recommends the following to 

indicate Westport’s commitment to preserving its unique character and beauty and conserving 
the character and architecture of its historic neighborhoods: 

 
Goal:  Protect Westport’s inventory of significant historical properties from destruction or 
architectural degradation. 

 
Policy:  Employ the full range of methods available to protect and enhance Westport’s historic 
and cultural resources. 

 
Recommendations:  The HDC should propose as appropriate the establishment of 
additional local historic districts and local historic properties as defined by state statute.  
Where appropriate, the HDC should work towards enlarging the existing local historic 
districts.  The HDC should also work towards the listing of additional historic districts and 
individual properties in the State and National Registers of Historic Places. 



 
The HDC should conduct the necessary work to establish or expand three additional local 
historic districts and/or properties and three additional National Register Districts and/or 
properties in the next ten years. 
 

Goal and Policy:  Maintain preservation management consistent with the responsibilities of a 
Certified Local Government (CLG) and the quality and quantity of the historic resources in the 
Town of Westport. 
 

Recommendations:  Seek to establish new districts and historic properties 
Continue to update the Historic Resource Inventory 

 
On September 1, 2005, the Planning and Zoning Commission had the following comments “This is 
right for the street and is a nice small road.”  The Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
stated that the town needs more historic districts.  The Commission voted in favor of the Violet Lane 
Historic District. 
 
On October 12, 2005, the Historic Preservation Council for the State of Connecticut voted to approve 
the Proposed Local Historic District at 4,6,9 and 10 Violet Lane. 
 
The preparation of the report has been completed, revisions have been made and the final report is 
enclosed as follows: 
 

I. Statement of Significance  
II. The Historic Inventory Sheets and current photographs of each property  
III. Boundary description dated July 28, 2005 prepared by Town Engineer Daniel Delehanty 

with list of property owners 
IV. A map of the proposed district 
V. The petition received from the property owners  
VI. The proposed ordinance  

 
Thank you for your review of this report.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Laurence Bradley 
Planning and Zoning Director 
 
Attached as noted 
 
cc: Diane G. Farrell, First Selectwoman 
 Alice Shelton, Deputy Moderator, RTM 
 Jo Ann Davidson, Chairman, RTM Planning and Zoning Study Committee 

Patricia Strauss, Town Clerk 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Statement of Significance 

 
Re:   Violet Lane Proposed Local Historic District 

Dated:   July 7, 2005 

Assessor’s Map #5318-1, Lots 177, 178 & 178-1, 179, 180, Residential Zone A 

 
 
Historic District Commission members have proposed designating Violet Lane as a local historic 
district.  The five homes on Violet Lane were originally built in 1928 by well known developer 
Alfred G. Violet, who purchased the property years earlier from the McNally family of 40 Myrtle 
Avenue (the Scribner House). 
 
Originally, the Scribner’s had operated a tannery on the premises.  The business, which employed 
quite a number of Westporters, was housed in a large two story building located midway down 
what is now Violet lane.  Although, this structure is long gone, a portion of the tannery’s beautiful 
stone foundation cane still be seen viewed opposite 4 Violet Lane (large inset in stone retaining 
wall).  Enormous wooden tanning vats were sunk into the ground between this building and Dead 
Man’s Brook.  Mixed with ground bark, leather hides were placed in these vats for months at a 
time. 
 
In 1914 Thomas Buchanan McNally purchased 40 Myrtle Avenue where he lived with his wife 
Catherine, their son Thomas Joseph, and his wife Mary.  Thomas Joseph and Mary had nine 
children – five of whom were born in the home at 40 Myrtle Avenue.  
 
By the time the McNally’s purchased the property, the tannery building and vats were gone.  An 
earlier owner, the Chapman family, had operated a moving business out of a large wooden barn 
located at 10 Violet Lane.  Thomas Joseph, who loved horses and was very entrepreneurial, 
established a livery business in the barn and also built a blacksmith shop where 6 Violet Lane now 
stands.  The lower level of the barn housed numerous teams of horses.  On the upper level along 
with hay were a number of sleighs and surrey with fringe on top.  Thomas Joseph also built a large 
carriage shed roughly where 4 Violet Lane now stands. 
 
Alfred Violet, whose specialty was building houses that looked old, carefully dismantled the 
previously mentioned buildings – saving the beams, siding and stone for use in construction of 
Violet Lane homes.  Additionally, Violet used antique doors and windows that he had salvaged 
from old homes. 
 
Through the years Violet Lane has been home to some of Westport’s best know artists including: 
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• Rudolph Belarski, who lived at 9 Violet Lane in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, was also 

Director of Famous Artist School. 
 

• Lealand Gustavson lived at 4 Violet Lane from 1929 until 1935.  A resident of 10 Violet 
Lane at the time can remember watching Gustavson work in this studio which had a 
separate entrance and was located at the northeast end of the house.  Best known for his 
illustrations in the Saturday Evening Post, Collier’s, McCall’s, Blue Book and Golf 
Magazine. Gustavson was also a national badminton champion and past president of the 
Westport YMCA. 

 
• Robert Lougheed lived in the studio portion of 4 Violet Lane from 1943 until 

approximately 1947.  He studied under the American Impressionist Frank DuMond and 
was best known for his depictions of animals.  Lougheed often traveled on assignment for 
Reader’s Digest, True and National Geographic, among others. 

 
• Raymond Prohaska, who lived at 10 Violet Lane in the early 1930’s, was an abstract 

painter and illustrator who once taught at Washington and Lee. He wrote a book on design 
and later became president of the National Illustrators Club in Manhattan.  Prohaska, a 
friend and colleague of Jackson Pollack, moved from Westport to Springs, Long Island and 
is credited with starting the Hampton’s artist colony. 

 
• William J. Scott lived at 4 Violet Lane in the late 1930’s just before his death.  A friend of 

Thomas Hart Benton, the two often spent summers painting in Massachusetts. 
 
 
4 Violet lane 
 
Four Violet lane, a two story Colonial Revival style home, was built in 1928 by Westport builder 
Alfred G. Violet on a portion of lands previously owned by the McNally family of 40 Myrtle 
Avenue .  The home was constructed, in part, from the timbers and stone of the McNally 
outbuildings.  It features a main saltbox connected to what was once an artist’s studio.  The home 
was remodeled in 1988. The design of the house is Colonial Revival.  According to A Field Guide 
to American Houses by Virginia and Lee McAlester, identifying features of this style include: 
 

Accentuated front door, normally with decorative crown (pediment) supported by 
pilasters … façade normally shows symmetrically balanced windows and center door. 
(page 321). 

 
4 Violet Lane is a good example of a modest 1920’s Colonial Revival style house evidenced by 
quality construction, architectural integrity and appropriate scale relative to its neighborhood.    
The house is situated on a 0.15 acre lot which has been found to be nonconforming as to lot area. 
 
6 Violet Lane 
 
Six Violet Lane, a two story Dutch Colonial Revival style home, was built in 1928 by Westport 
builder Alfred G. Violet on a portion of lands previously owned by the McNally family of 40 
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Myrtle Avenue.  The home was constructed, in part, from the timbers and stone of the McNally 
outbuildings.   The front door and many of the windows were reportedly salvaged from old homes 
in Massachusetts.  The rectangular plan building has a gambrel roof main block.  The 
asymmetrical, three-bay façade has an off center entrance.  The building is clad in shingle siding 
and insulated with eel grass.  Fenestration includes nine over nine and eight over twelve double 
hung windows.  Gable dormers and one brick interior end chimney interrupt the wood sheathed 
roof.  An attached one-story, one-bay garage features out-swinging bi-fold doors and a gable roof. 
 
This is the most intact home on Violet lane.  It retains nearly all of its original windows, doors, 
horsepair plaster walls, floors, electrical fixtures, etc.  Recently, while making repairs, the current 
owners uncovered a secret storage area containing what would appear to be Prohibition era bootleg 
liquor.  Partially buried underneath the home is the remains of a large trick, circa 1915.  Although 
its presence is a mystery, the vehicle is probably related to the McNally trucking business.  
 
The house is listed in the Historic Resources Inventory of Buildings and Structures.  It is a two 
story single family colonial with a gable roof.  The rectangular plan building has a gambrel roof 
main block.  The symmetrical, three-bay façade has an off center entrance.  The building is clad in 
shingle siding.  Fenestration includes nine over nine double hung sash and twenty pane fixed 
windows.  Gable dormers and one brick interior end chimney interrupt the wood roof.  Other 
notable features include a side entrance and attached one-story, one-bay, gable roof garage. The 
house is situated on a 0.06 acre lot which has been found to be nonconforming as to lot area. 
 
9 Violet Lane 
 
Nine Violet Lane, a two story cottage style home, was built in 1928 by Westport builder Alfred G. 
Violet on a portion of land previously owned by the McNally family of 40 Myrtle Avenue.  The 
house is perched on the edge of an old stone retaining wall that had been constructed as part of that 
business.  The house was constructed in part, from the timbers of the McNally outbuildings.  The 
door that faces the street and many of the windows were reportedly salvaged from old homes in 
Massachusetts.  The rectangular pan building has a gable roof main block.  The symmetrical, 
three-bay façade has a center entrance on the street.  Additionally, this elevation features 
outswinging carriage doors and an overhang that runs the length of the building.  The building is 
clad in vertical board and batten siding.  Fenestration includes a variety of out swinging casements.  
One centered brick chimney interrupts the wood sheathed roof.  The gable end visible from the 
street features triple casement and an off center entrance with overhang supported by a pair of 
chamfered columns.  The house is situated on a 0.07 acre lot which has been found to be 
nonconforming as to lot area. 
 
10 Violet Lane 
 
Ten Violet Lane, a two story Colonial R evival home, was built in 1928 by Westport builder 
Alfred G. Violet on a portion of land previously owned by the McNally family of 40 Myrtle 
Avenue.  The house is perched on the edge of an old stone retaining wall that had been constructed 
as part of that business.  The house was constructed in part, from the timbers of the McNally 
outbuildings. The home was rented by Violet until 1936 when he sold it to William Wood.  The 
property was home to internationally renowned painter Ray Prohaska who lived there in the early 
1930’s.  The house is situated on a 0.46 acre lot which has been found to be nonconforming as to 
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lot area. 
 
 
 
 
The location of Violet Lane is also of critical importance since it is a side road on Myrtle Avenue.  
Myrtle Avenue was at one time part of King’s Highway, a very historic thoroughfare.  It is also at 
the center of a potential Local Historic District and has already been studied by the State Historic 
Commission. 
 
In the past, efforts were made to establish the Myrtle Avenue area as a historic district.  In 1979, 
the State Historic Preservation Office approved a historical investigation for inclusion in the 
National Register.  In its 1980 Preliminary Report the Westport Historic Commission stated, “This 
neighborhood represents the best integrated of the remaining Federal Period residential sections of 
the original Saugatuck Village, now part of the center of Westport.  The area has continued to be 
residentially desirable to the present. Because of it’s proximity to the main business district of the 
town, pressure has been great to rezone it for business use.” 
 
A National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form was completed in 1985 to 
nominate the Myrtle Avenue area for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
application explains that the “buildings in the proposed Myrtle Avenue Historic District embody 
the distinctive characteristics of the early 19th-century, and Victorian architecture.”   
 
On December 5, 1985, the State Historic Preservation Board for the National Register of Historic 
Places approved the district.  The nomination was then forwarded to the Keeper of the National 
Register to determine if it met the criteria for placement on the National Register.  However, since 
more than twenty five percent of the homeowners who returned their ballots objected to the 
historic district status, this area was not designated on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The 1997 Town Plan of Conservation and Development, Historic Preservation chapter, 
recommends that the “historic nature of neighborhoods should be retained through citizen 
education, zoning regulations and the establishment of historic districts.”  One Historic 
Preservation Plan goal is the protection of Westport’s inventory of significant historical properties 
from destruction or architectural degradation.  To achieve that goal the Plan suggests employing a 
full range of methods available to protect and enhance Westport’s historic and cultural resources 
including the establishment of additional local historic districts and local historic properties. 
 
Summary of Significance: 
 

1. Built by significant local builder, Alfred G. Violet 

2. Location on historic street, adjacent to other historic properties 

3. A good example of Colonial Revival style which is endangered in Westport 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorandum: 
 
To: Lawrence I Bradley 

 Director of Planning & Zoning 
 
From: Daniel F. Delehanty 
 Town Engineer 
 
Re: Legal Description For Historic District Designation 
 #4, 6, 9 and 10 Violet Lane 
 
Date: July 28, 2005 
 
 
The area encompassing the above referenced properties can be identified as per the following 
description.  The specific wording can be changed as required to address any concerns or 
preferences by the Town Attorney. 
 
 
All those certain tracts or undivided parcels of land with buildings thereon, located in the Town 
of Westport, County of Fairfield and State of Connecticut, as shown on Map #5318-1 of the 
Westport Tax Assessor, and currently known as: 
 

#4 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #180,  land of Chia-Kun Chu 
 
#6 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #179,  land of Rose C. Wriedt & P. W. Wriedt-Boyd 
 
#9 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #177,  land of Lisa F. Podurgiel 
 
#10 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #178, 178-1, land of Felicia & Courtney Lemmon, Trustees 
 
Together with that portion of the Violet Lane road right-of-way which extends north-easterly 
beyond the common property line dividing those properties known as #2 and #4 Violet Lane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Page -2- 
 
Re: Legal Description For Historic District Designation 
 #4, 6, 9 and 10 Violet Lane 
 
Date: July 28, 2005 

 
 

The metes and bounds of the area in its entirety can be described as follows: 
 
Beginning at the north-westerly corner of that property currently known as #4 Violet Lane, 
Assessor Map #5318-1, Tax Lot #180, land of Chai-Kun Chu, which corner is also an angle 
point on the southerly right-of-way line of that private roadway currently known as Violet 
Lane, and extending thence: 
 

North 49º-25’-07” West a distance of 20.05’ across Violet Lane to an angle point located 
on the northerly right-of-way line of the roadway, thence: 

 
 North 36º-51’-05” East  a distance of 69.53’ 
 North 53º-21’-35” West a distance of 24.84’ 
 North 37º-28’-15” West a distance of 16.26’ 
 North 52º-31’-45” East  a distance of 66.04’ 
 North 38º-58’-45” East  a distance of 72.95’ 
 North 38º-22’-45” East  a distance of 104.84’ 
 South 47º-58’-56” East  a distance of 5.24’ 
 North 33º-44’-44” East  a distance of 22.04’ 
 South 56º-15’-16” East  a distance of 243.00’ 
 South 34º-35’-30” West a distance of 57.48’ 
 North 48º-57’-00” West a distance of 143.99’ 
 South 45º-02’-10” West a distance of 266.11’ 
 South 36º-06’-47” West a distance of 18.67’ 
 South 45º-49’-30” West a distance of 64.42’ 
 North 39º-38’-35” West a distance of 54.65’ 
 to the point of beginning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DFD/dfd 
DFD-2005(Violet Lane Historic District-P&Z) 
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Code of the Town of Westport 
Chapter 63 

Historic Districts 
 

ARTICLE VI 
 

Violet Lane Historic District 
 
§ 63-10. Purpose, establishment 
 
In order to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the Town of Westport 
and the public in general through the preservation of buildings and places of historic interest, the 
Violet Lane Historic District is hereby established and shall exist in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 7-147a through 7-147k inclusive, of the Connecticut General Statutes, as the same may be 
amended from time to time. 
 
§ 63-11. Boundaries 
 
The district shall include the following; 
 

(a) The premises situated in the Town of Westport, County of Fairfield, State of Connecticut 
shown as lots 2, 3 and 5 on Map of Property of W. J. Wood, Westport Conn. May 1936 Scale 
1" = 30´on file in the Westport Town Clerk’s office as Map #1136. 

(b) The premises situated in the Town of Westport, County of Fairfield, State of Connecticut 
shown on Map of Property prepared for Charles & Renee Vesty Westport, Conn. Scale: 1" = 
30´ Dec.17, 1991 on file in the Westport Town Clerk’s office as Map #8919. 

(c) That portion of the right of way known as Violet Lane as shown on Map #1136 which extends 
northeasterly beyond the property line dividing Lots 1 and 2 on said Map. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Legal Notice 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Westport Historic District Commission will hold a public hearing and work session on Thursday, 
October 27, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium at Town Hall to hear the following request: 
 
For Designation of Proposed Local Historic District at Violet Lane:  
 
All those certain tracts or undivided parcels of land with buildings thereon, located in the Town of Westport, County of Fairfield 
and State of Connecticut, as shown on Map #5318-1 of the Westport Tax Assessor, and currently known as: 
 

#4 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #180,  land of Chia-Kun Chu 
 
#6 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #179,  land of Rose C. Wriedt & P. W. Wriedt-Boyd 
 
#9 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #177,  land of Lisa F. Podurgiel 
 
#10 Violet Lane, Tax Lot #178, 178-1, land of Felicia & Courtney Lemmon, Trustees 
 

Together with that portion of the Violet Lane road right-of-way which extends north-easterly beyond the common property line 
dividing those properties known as #2 and #4 Violet Lane. 
 
Beginning at the north-westerly corner of that property currently known as #4 Violet Lane, Assessor Map #5318-1, Tax Lot #180, 
land of Chai-Kun Chu, which corner is also an angle point on the southerly right-of-way line of that private roadway currently 
known as Violet Lane, and extending thence North 49º-25’-07” West a distance of 20.05’ across Violet Lane to an angle point 
located on the northerly right-of-way line of the roadway, adjoining land of Two Violet Lane LLC, thence along the northerly 
right-of-way line of said roadway North 36º-51’-05” East a distance of 69.53’ and North 53º-21’-35” West a distance of 24.84’ to 
the south-westerly corner of that property currently known as #9 Violet Lane, Assessor Map #5318-1, Tax Lot #177, land of Lisa 
F. Podurgiel, thence North 37º-28’-15” West a distance of 16.26’ to the north-westerly corner of said property, thence North 52º-
31’-45” East a distance of 66.04’ and North 38º-58’-45” East a distance of 72.95’ to the north-easterly corner of said property, 
which point is also the north-westerly corner of that property currently known as #10 Violet Lane, Assessor Map #5318-1, Tax Lot 
#178, 178-1, land of Felicia & Courtney Lemmon, Trustees, thence North 38º-22’-45” East a distance of 104.84’, South 47º-58’-
56” East a distance of 5.24’ and North 33º-44’-44” East a distance of 22.04’ to the north-easterly corner of #10 Violet Lane, thence 
South 56º-15’-16” East a distance of 243.00’ to the south-easterly corner of #10 Violet Lane, thence along said property boundary 
South 34º-35’-30” West a distance of 57.48’, North 48º-57’-00” West a distance of 143.99’ and South 45º-02’-10” West a distance 
of 93.64’ to a common corner point, being the north-easterly corner of that property currently known as #6 Violet Lane, Assessor 
Map #5318-1, Tax Lot #179, land of Rose C. Wriedt & P. W. Wriedt-Boyd, thence South 45º-02’-10” West a distance of 134.42’ 
to the south-westerly corner of said property, which point is also the north-easterly corner of that property currently known as #4 
Violet Lane, Assessor Map #5318-1, Tax Lot #180, land of Chia-Kun Chu, thence South 45º-02’-10” West a distance of 38.05’, 
South 36º-06’-47” West a distance of 18.67’ and South 45º-49’-30” West a distance of 64.42’ to the south-westerly corner of #4 
Violet Lane, and thence North 39º-38’-35” West a distance of 54.65’ to the point of beginning. 
 
The purpose of the hearing is to review a request to designate the above district as a local historic district and accept the study report 
reviewed by the Connecticut Historical Commission and the Westport Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
This notice will be published in the Westport News twice, first on Friday, October 14, 2005, and second on Friday, October 21, 2005.  
The complete file for this application can be viewed at the Planning and Zoning Office, Room 203, Town Hall, 110 Myrtle Avenue. 
 
Don Miro, Chairman 
Westport Historic District Commission 
Dated:  October 13, 2005  
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