12/21/23, 8:55 AM Historic house now home to adults with special needs | Westport Journal

Subscribe

Historic house now home to
adults with special needs

Dec 21, 2023 | Community, Government | O ®,

Adults with special needs have found a home in the
historic town-owned building at 136 Riverside Ave. The
house has been renovated into five apartments, with rents
at state-mandated affordable rates as part of the
approval for the Mill Westport condominium complex on
Richmondyville Avenue. / Photo by Gretchen Webster

By Gretchen Webster

WESTPORT — Affordable housing for adults
with special needs — a project that evolved

https://westportjournal.com/government/historic-house-now-home-to-adults-with-special-needs/
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over several years for a town-owned, 19th-
Century building at 136 Riverside Ave. — is
ready for occupancy.

The Board of Selectwomen recently approved
an affordability plan and 40-year deed
restriction for the property, which now houses
five apartments to be leased at affordable
rates.

The town-owned house, adjacent to Saugatuck
Elementary School and PAL field house, has
been leased to Abilis, a nonprofit organization
in Greenwich that supports individuals with
special needs.

https://westportjournal.com/government/historic-house-now-home-to-adults-with-special-needs/
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Three of the apartments in the house will be
deed restricted for disabled individuals earning
60 percent or less of the state median income,
and two will be for people earning 40 percent
or less of the state median income, according
to Assistant Town Attorney Eileen Lavigne Flug.

The affordable rental units were developed
under an agreement between the town and
developers of the Mill Westport condominium
complex at 41 Richmondyville Ave. to meet
requirements set by the state’s 8-30g
affordable housing law. When the Planning and
Zoning Commission approved the
Richmondyville Avenue project in 2020, the
developer agreed to fulfill the requirement that
20 percent of the units be designated
“affordable” in compliance with state income
guidelines, but at an off-site location. Prices for
units at the converted mill currently start at
about $1.5 million and rise to nearly $3.5
million, according to its website.

The town-owned building at 136 Riverside Ave.,
previously owned by the Board of Education,
was was selected as the location for those off-
site units under the pact with the
Richmondyville developers, Flug told the
selectwomen at their Dec. 13 meeting.

The developers made an upfront payment of
$500,000 for the entire 49-year lease, plus $49
or $1 annually, on the Riverside Avenue house
as required by the town. The developer also
paid for renovations to convert the structure
into five independent living units, according to
Flug. There is also a fund to pay for
maintenance, which is the responsibility of
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Abilis, she said, under the group’s management
contract.

“The town will also hope to get 11 points toward
an affordable housing moratorium*“— which
would exempt it from the 8-30g law — with the
deed-restricted designation of the Riverside
apartments as affordable, Flug said.

In addition to the P&Z’s approval of the plan,
the project also has been approved by the
Board of Finance, Flug said.

Completion of the project was applauded by
Selectwoman Candice Savin, who said that she
was a Board of Education member when the
Riverside Avenue property, which had been
used as an education curriculum center, was
relinquished by the Board of Education.

Although several options for the property were
considered, including an affordable housing
proposal by David Waldman, developer of
Sconset Square and Bedford Square, ownership
was transferred to the town.

“It’s very exciting ... This is a good example of
teamwork of multiple town boards and the
private sector,” Savin said.

Selectwoman Andrea Moore, who was a
member of the Board of Finance when several
different options for the property were
considered, also was pleased to see the
property used for adults with special needs.

“I'm thrilled to see that this is about to open
and to serve this community,” she said.
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Elaine Daignault, director of the town’s
Department of Human Services, said after the
meeting, “It is super exciting to provide this
kind of resource ... and I'm very happy to see
that we're able to accommodate this
inclusionary housing on town-owned
property.”

Freelance writer Gretchen Webster, a Fairfield
County journalist and journalism teacher for
many years, was editor of the Fairfield
Minuteman newspaper for 10 years and
teaches journalism at Southern Connecticut
State University.

SHARE:

Letter: Children must be priority

in plans for ‘deteriorating’ Long

Lots

Leave a comment

All commenters must register with a username, a full name and
an email address. For first-time commenters, Westport Journal

will confirm via email your identity and your personal
connection to Westport.

https://westportjournal.com/government/historic-house-now-home-to-adults-with-special-needs/

5/6


http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://westportjournal.com/government/historic-house-now-home-to-adults-with-special-needs/&t=Historic%20house%20now%20home%20to%20adults%20with%20special%20needs
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Historic%20house%20now%20home%20to%20adults%20with%20special%20needs%20https://westportjournal.com/government/historic-house-now-home-to-adults-with-special-needs/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/opinion/letter-children-must-be-priority-in-plans-for-deteriorating-long-lots/
https://westportjournal.com/wp-login.php?action=register
https://westportjournal.com/wp-login.php?action=register
https://westportjournal.com/wp-login.php?action=register
https://westportjournal.com/wp-login.php?action=register
https://openweathermap.org/
https://openweathermap.org/

























e}
[ befor
adley

15 Br

































15 Bradley - After
















































IF11

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY—BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

State Historic Preservation Office, Department of Economic and Community Development
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 5
Hartford, CT 06103

GENERAL INFORMATION

Building Name (Common)

Building Name (Historic)

Street Address or Location 15 Bradley Street
Town/City: Westport Village: Compo Beach County: Fairfield
Owner(s): Holly Jaffe ] Public X Private

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Present Use Residential

Historic Use Residential

Accessibility to Public: Exterior visible from public road? [X] Yes [INo

Interior accessible? [_] Yes XI No  If yes, explain

Style of building: Colonial Revival Date of Construction _c. 1927

Materials (Indicate use or location when appropriate):

|:| Clapboard |:| Asbestos Siding |:| Brick |Z| Wood Shingle |:| Asphalt Siding
|:| Fieldstone |:| Board & Batten |:| Stucco |:| Cobblestone |:| Vinyl Siding
[ ] concrete (Type) [ ] cut Stone (Type ): [] other:

Structural System
[ ] wood Frame []Post&Beam [X]Balloon  [_] Load-bearing Masonry [_] Structural iron or steel

[] Other
Roof (Type)
X Gable [ ] Flat [ ] Mansard [ Monitor [] Sawtooth
X] Gambrel [] shed ] Hip ] Round [] other
(Material)
[] Wood Shingle [ ] Roll Asphalt ~ [] Tin [ Slate X Asphalt Shingle
[ Builtup []Tile [] Other
Number of Stories:. —2  Approximate Dimensions 38 x 24
Structural Condition: [ ] Excellent X Good [ ] Fair [ ] Deteriorated
Exterior Condition: [ ] Excellent X Good [ ] Fair [] Deteriorated
Alterations? X Yes [ INo If yes, explain: Shutters; painting; sunporch fenestration; entry added
north elevation
FOR OFFICE USE Town# Site UTM

[] District [1s  [INR, Specify: [] Actual [] Potential



Historic Resource Inventory, p. 2

PROPERTY INFORMATION (CONT’D)
Related outbuildings or landscape features:

[ ] Ban X shed ] Garage ] carriage House  [_] Shop [ ] Garden
Other landscape features or buildings:

Surrounding Environment:
[]Openland [_]Woodland X Residential [ ] Commercial [ ] Industrial [_] Rural
] High building density [] Scattered buildings visible from site

« Interrelationship of building and surroundings:

House stands on the east side of the street on the south corner of Norwalk Avenue. Parking on the Norwalk Avenue side.
Split rail fence. A shed stands to the south.

« Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior)

This house consists of a simply massed peak-roofed section intersected by a gambrel-roofed gable. The gambled gable
faces west onto Bradley Street, serving as the facade. It incorporates an enclosed hip-roofed sunporch at the first story and
a low hip-roofed (overhanging eaves, exposed purlins) sleeping porch with multi-paned casements above. A three-sided
angular bay window with a copper roof appears to the right, where it is set under a shed roof projection on exposed
purlins. A shed dormer projects over a side entry on the north elevation (the bracketed door hood has been re-designed.)

Architect Builder

« Historical or Architectural Importance:

Bradley Street, originally known as Bradley Avenue, recalls the name of the family that owned a large farm in this area,
which was subdivided to create a beach colony developed primarily for seasonal use between 1909 and 1940. Ernest and
Irving Bradley, sons of David, got the bulk of the farm in 1903. In 1909, the brothers laid out 150 lots in what is now the
eastern section of the community. Ten years later they sold their remaining undeveloped parcels to Samuel Roodner, who
auctioned them to individual buyers. Lot 26, containing no. 15 Bradley Street, was among several lots that eventually passed
to one Julianna Von Castelberg, who was evidently speculating on real estate in the area. A mortgage deed to Von Castelberg
indicates that a house stood here on the south side by 1927. That building originally consisted of the gabled section, later
extended to the south with a perpendicular garage wing. As originally designed, it was a twin to a house built by Castleberg at
21 Norwalk Avenue (since very much altered). The house’s shingle siding was originally left a natural brown color and was
recently painted yellow. A 2000 renovation by architect Robert Gault refitted the porch windows (since replaced again),
turned the garage into a family room and preserved original plantings, including the cherry tree in front and the privet hedges
to the rear. The north entry was probably added at that time. The board shutters with seahorse cut-outs are new. The house’s
exposed purlins and second-story sleeping porch are original features typical of the summer cottage architecture of its period.
The character derived from its varied roof pitches is also well preserved.

* Sources:

Town of Westport Tax Assessor

Compo Owenoke National Register

HD Nomination, 1991

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1923, 1931
HDC file research

PAL HRI photo 2000

Joseph Adams Manuscript, Westport Mus.

Photographer: Rachel Carley Date: 5/22
View: From the west
Name: Rachel Carley Date: 5/22

Organization: Preservation Consultant
10 Camp Dutton Road
Litchfield, CT 06759

« Subsequent field evaluations

Threats to building or site:

X None known  [] Highways [] Vandalism [ ] Commercial [_] Developers [ ] Renewal [_] Private
[] Deterioration ~ [_| Zoning [] Other Explanation
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