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The Public Works Department is proposing to redevelop Parker Harding Plaza through our “Reconnect 

the Riverfront” ini!a!ve.  In its present state, there are many deficiencies that we are proposing to 

address, including but not limited to the following:  

ADA Compliance 

Fire Code/Fire Access 

Pedestrian safety and visibility 

Poor circula!on and traffic flow 

Lack of any flood mi!ga!on 

Lack of any sustainability measures 

Limited Landscaping and green space 

Substandard parking and travel lane dimensions for most of the parking spaces 

And most importantly, very limited Riverfront access for residents and visitors alike, instead giving 

priority to vehicles, parking, and roadway. 

 

The site sits fully within the Village District Overlay, (VDO), zone and as such must meet the VDO 

standards. It is the intent to address all of the above deficiencies as well as to comply with the VDO 

Design Principles and Design Standards. 

There are no buildings being modified under this project so our compliance speaks mainly to pavers, 

pavement treatment, parking, landscaping, ligh!ng, rain gardens, and waterfront treatments. 

Pavers: The project proposes to u!lize the Westport standard Whitaker-Greer brick pavers that have 

been u!lized throughout the downtown area, along building frontages and in walkways leading from the 

buildings to the waterfront.   

Pavement treatment: Where the walkways transi!on to decora!ve crosswalks crossing the parking 

area or roadways, the crosswalks will u!lize the stamped thermoplas!c inlay material that we have used 

on crosswalks on Main Street and Elm Street.  The material is called TrafficScape, made by Ennis-Flint of 

Thomasville, NC.  The color is “Sienna” and is consistent with the color of the above-men!oned 

Whitaker-Greer brick The use of this material is specifically indicated as its coefficient of thermal 

expansion is similar to that of asphalt, so that cracking in the underlying pavement due to differen!al 

expansion or contrac!on will not occur, making it more sustainable over the long term.  The material is 

extremely durable, las!ng approximately 10 years or more under traffic condi!ons. 

The rest of the paved parking areas will be conven!onal asphalt pavement. 

 

Parking: The main parking lot is proposed to be modified from the exis!ng condi!ons by crea!ng 

a consistent 25-foot wide, two-way access lane between two rows of perpendicular parking.  All ADA 

requirements and fire code requirements are met or exceeded.  The parking area is separated from the 
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one-way cut through road by a landscaped buffer.  Pedestrian bump outs are also landscaped at the 

pedestrian crossings. 

Landscaping: Landscaping will u!lize na!ve plants and trees throughout the project and will integrate 

plan!ngs into the various rain gardens along the waterfront.  A plan!ng schedule is provided. Plan!ngs 

in the rain gardens and along the waterfront will be salt-tolerant to be sustainable and recoverable a@er 

flood events. Plan!ngs and landscaping will be u!lized to define and separate the parking area, cut-

through road, and waterfront area. 

Local artwork will also be placed throughout the waterfront area and rotated periodically for variety.  We 

will work with the Westport Arts Council to provide appropriate spaces for different varie!es of art 

compa!ble with the outdoor environment. 

Ligh!ng: The primary ligh!ng along paved sidewalks will u!lize the Lumec L80 ligh!ng heads that 

are used through out Main St and the downtown area.  At waterfront landings a combina!on of Arne 

Catenary fixtures and MP LO1 in-sidewalk up lights will add some variety and enhancement to the 

landing areas where the pedestrian walkways meet the waterfront. 

Rain Gardens: Rain Gardens are u!lized between the green space adjacent to the boardwalk and the 

cut-through road to separate the two.  These will also provide an opportunity for infiltra!on of storm 

water and biotreatment of stormwater.  In addi!on to plan!ngs the rain garden will be lined with inlaid 

stone as well as random hand placed protruding stones. 

Waterfront Treatments:  Along the waterfront three new treatments will be introduced that will 

differen!ate the waterfront from the parking area and roadway, but also compliment the surface 

treatments specified in the Design Standards.  Exposed aggregate concrete will be used to transi!on 

from the concrete sidewalks that exist both North and South of the plaza, to an Ipe boardwalk that will 

be the main feature along the waterfront.  The boardwalk will vary in width but will be no less than 13 

feet wide to provide enough room for several groups of people to comfortably pass each other in both 

direc!ons. Along the water side of the Boardwalk will be a 42-inch cable rail fence with an Ipe cap. The 

cap will be angled at 15 degrees to prevent it from becoming a drink rail, and to provide an opportunity 

for some interpre!ve placards along the walk. 

 

We feel that the proposed plan meets or exceeds compliance with sec!on 36-2.3.4 of the VDO 

regula!ons, and request that the Joint commiGee of the ARB-HDC give a posi!ve recommenda!on to 

the Planning and Zoning Commission for the project overall. 
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NOTES:
1. This survey has been prepared in accordance with Sections 20-300b-1 thru 20-300b-20 of the

Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies and the "Standards for Surveys and Maps in t
of Connecticut" as adopted by the Connecticut Association of Land Surveyors, Inc. as a L
Property and Topographic Survey the Boundary Determination Category of which is a Re
conforming to Horizontal Accuracy Class A-2 and the locations and elevations of which c
Topographic Accuracy Class T-2.  It is intended to depict boundaries, locations and eleva
improvements and topographic features on a portion of Parker Harding Plaza.

2. Reference is made to instruments of record as labeled hereon.

3. Reference is made to maps 3192, 3748, 3624, 10436 and 10437 of the Westport Land Rec
(W.L.R.).

4. Reference is made to deeds of record Bk 3866, Pg. 164 and Bk. 119, Pg. 194  W.L.R.

5. Elevations depicted hereon are based on North American Vertical Datum of 1988(NAVD-

6. Bearings depicted hereon area based on Connecticut State Coordinate System - NAD'83

7. Subject area lies within a Special Flood Hazard Area Zone AE with a BFE 10 as depicted o
Flood Insurance Rate Map Community Panel No. 09001C0413G Map Effective July 8, 201

8. Location, extent and sizes of underground utilities depicted hereon must be considered approximate
and may not be complete. Utilities were compiled partly from field measurements and municipal
records.  Consult with the appropriate utility company or agency prior to construction.

9. Property may be subject to Riparian rights of others in and to any brook, stream or pond abutting or
passing through the parcel.

10. Wetlands, if any, are not depicted hereon.
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1.4"(36) MAX.
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0.9"(23) MAX.

FLARE 12:1

PARALLEL SIDEWALK RAMP (TYPE 1)

PERPENDICULAR SIDEWALK RAMP (TYPE 2)

DIAGONAL SIDEWALK RAMP (TYPE 4c)

DIAGONAL/PARALLEL
SIDEWALK RAMP (TYPE 4b)

DIAGONAL SIDEWALK RAMP (TYPE 4a)

DOME SECTION

DOME SPACING

GENERAL NOTES:

2' (610)
DETECTABLE
WARNING

APPLIES TO WIDTH

> 6'-6"(1981)

48"

(1219)

RAMP ELEVATION AT
GUTTER IS FLUSH WITH
ROADWAY PAVEMENT
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> 6'-6"(1981)
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GUTTER
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ROADWAY PAVEMENT
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GRANULAR FILL

CURB WIDTH 6" (152) OR CONSTRUCT
THICKER PORTION WHEN SIDEWALK
RAMP WILL NOT BUTT UP AGAINST A
STONE OR CONCRETE CURBING

GUTTER

CURB WIDTH 6" (152) OR
CONSTRUCT THICKER
PORTION WHEN SIDEWALK
RAMP WILL NOT BUTT UP
AGAINST A STONE OR
CONCRETE CURBING

GUTTER

GUTTER

GUTTER

SEE NOTE 11

SEE NOTE 11

SEE NOTE 11

SEE NOTE 11

SEE NOTE 11

 1. MAXIMUM SLOPES OF ADJOINING GUTTERS AND ROAD SURFACES IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT
   TO THE SIDEWALK RAMP OR ACCESSIBLE ROUTE SHOULD NOT EXCEED 20:1.
 2. CARE SHALL BE TAKEN TO ASSURE UNIFORM GRADE ON THE RAMP, FREE OF SAGS AND
   ABRUPT GRADE CHANGES.
 3. ALL RAMPS SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED OF CLASS "C" CONCRETE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
   CONNECTICUT STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS ARTICLE M.03.01.
 4. SIDEWALK RAMPS SHALL HAVE A COARSE BROOM FINISH TRANSVERSE TO THE SLOPE OF
   THE RAMP.
 5. DIAGONAL SIDEWALK RAMPS AT MARKED CROSSINGS SHALL BE WHOLLY CONTAINED
   WITHIN THE MARKINGS, EXCLUDING ANY FLARED SIDES.
 6. REMOVAL OF EXISTING SIDEWALK FOR NEW RAMP INSTALLATIONS SHALL BE TO THE
   NEAREST EXPANSION / CONTRACTION JOINT OR DUMMY JOINT. 12:1 MAY NOT BE ACHIEVABLE
   DUE TO SIDEWALK GRADE. IN RECOGNITION OF THIS, A MINIMUM LIMIT OF 15' (4.57m) FOR
   A PARALLEL RAMP SHALL BE USED. REMOVAL SHALL NOT BE FURTHER THAN 2' (610) FROM
   THE PROPOSED RAMP UNLESS DIRECTED BY THE ENGINEER. SAW CUT REQUIRED FOR DUMMY
   JOINTS SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE COST OF "CONCRETE SIDEWALK".
 7. EXPANSION JOINTS IN CONCRETE SHALL MATCH THOSE IN ADJACENT SIDEWALKS BUT IN
   NO CASE SHALL THE SPACING BETWEEN EXPANSION JOINTS EXCEED 12' (3.66m) UNLESS
   OTHERWISE NOTED.
 8. RAISED MEDIAN ISLANDS IN MARKED CROSSINGS SHALL HAVE SIDEWALK RAMPS AT BOTH SIDES
   AND A LEVEL AREA AT LEAST 4' (1219) LONG BETWEEN THE RAMPS. IF THIS CAN NOT BE
   ACHIEVED, THE RAISED ISLAND SHALL BE CUT THROUGH LEVEL WITH THE ROADWAY AS
   SHOWN ON THE PLANS OR AS DIRECTED BY THE ENGINEER.
 9. SIDEWALK RAMPS, WHEN CONSTRUCTED IN CONJUNCTION WITH SIDEWALK, SHALL BE PAID FOR
   UNDER THE ITEM "CONCRETE SIDEWALK", INCLUDING CURBING WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE NEW
   SIDEWALK RAMP AND DETECTABLE WARNING STRIPS.WHEN JUST A SIDEWALK RAMP IS
   CONSTRUCTED, IT SHALL BE PAID FOR UNDER THE ITEM "SIDEWALK RAMP" INCLUDING CURBING
   WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE NEW SIDEWALK AND DETECTABLE WARNING STRIP.
10. CURBING WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE NEW SIDEWALK RAMP SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED IN
   CONFORMANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF FORM 816 SECTIONS 8.11 AND 8.13.
11. TRANSITION TO FULL HEIGHT CURB. INSTALL STONE CURBING IF ADJACENT CURBING IS
   STONE. INSTALL CONCRETE CURBING IF ADJACENT CURBING IS CONCRETE OR BITUMINOUS.
12. INSTALL THE EDGE OF THE DETECTABLE WARNING STRIP 6" (152) FROM THE EDGE OF ROAD.
13. TO PERMIT WHEELCHAIR WHEELS TO ROLL BETWEEN DOMES, ALIGN DOMES ON A SQUARE
   GRID IN THE DIRECTION OF PEDESTRIAN TRAVEL.

12:1

48" (1219)

2%
 MAX.

LANDING

2%
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48"(1219) MIN.

LANDING
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LANDING
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