
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
WESTPORT SHELLFISH COMMISSION 

JULY 14, 2014 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Commission Members: 
Ron Silverman, Chair 
Leo Cirino 
Matt Dembski 
Heather Williams 
 
Ex-Officios: 
Alicia Mozian, Conservation Director 
Robert Myer, Westport Marine Police 
Mark Cooper, Director, Westport/Weston Health District 
 
Staff: 
Susan Voris, Recording Secretary 
 
Guests: 
Jonathan Farber, property owner 
James Bajek, applicant, 42 Shorehaven Road 
 
The July 14, 2014 meeting of the Westport Shellfish Commission was called to order at 
6:15 p.m. in Room 201 of the Westport Town Hall, 110 Myrtle Ave., Westport, 
Connecticut, by Chairman, Ron Silverman. 
 
This is to certify that these minutes and resolutions were filed with the Westport Town 
Clerk within 7 days of the July 14, 2014 meeting of the Westport Shellfish Commission 
pursuant to Section 1-225 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Alicia Mozian 
Conservation Director 
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1. Approval of May 7, 2014 meeting minutes. 
 

The May 7, 2014 meeting minutes were approved as submitted.  
 
Motion: Cirino    Second: Dembski 
Ayes: Cirino, Dembski, Silverman, Williams 
Nayes: None  Abstentions: None  Vote: 4:0:0 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report 
 
Dr. Silverman read the checking account balance ending June 30, 2014 into the record.  
 
a. Update on future budget planning. 

 
Ms. Mozian stated Dr. Silverman and she had a meeting with Gary Conrad, Finance 
Director. At the August 6, 2014 Board of Finance meeting, the board will consider 
carryover requests. She reviewed a draft memo to the Board of Finance regarding a 
carryover request from this year’s Conservation Department budget to the Shellfish 
Commission budget including proposed long-term solutions to addressing a pending 
deficit.  
 
The Commission concurred with the draft recommendations.   
 

3. Police Report 
 
Officer Myer stated the Police Department purchased a dock for the jet ski. It is working well.  
 

4. Recreational Shellfish Report 
 

Ms. Voris submitted the following report: 
 
The Commission has issued 621 annual recreational permits as of December 16, 2013.  
 
475 are renewals and 146 are new permit holders. (76.5% / 23.5%) 
 
Adult Resident Permits issued –   394 ($    7,880.00)  
Senior Resident Permits issued –   215 ($    2,150.00) 
Adult Non-resident Permits issued –      9 ($       250.00) 
Senior Non-resident Permits issued –     3 ($         75.00) 
Daily Permits issued -        5 ($         50.00) 
 
The Commission has collected $10,605.00 since December 16, 2013 when we began issuing the 
2014 recreational shellfishing permits.   
 

5. New Business 
a. Transplant from deep waters of Cockenoe Flats.  

 
Ms. Voris reported that a transplant license from deep water to the shallows had been 
applied for prior to the July4, 2014 weekend. However, the Bureau of Aquaculture had 
stated that the beds would have to be closed during the transplant and at least a week 
afterward to allow for Vibrio testing. That license was not used and cancelled as staff did 
not want to close down the recreational beds over the holiday weekend.  
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It was the sense of the Commission to postpone any transplant activity until the fall when 
the recreational beds would not have to be closed.  
 

6. Old Business  
a. 42 Shorehaven Road: Review and comment on CT DEEP Structures, Dredge & Fill coastal 

application to repair and modify an existing stone and concrete pier and add another 
section (pile supported timber) to the pier and a boat lift and 2 davits in Long Island 
Sound.  

 
Jim Bajek, permit consultant, gave an orientation to the site. He stated there has been a 
water depth survey and site survey done. The property has an existing stone and 
masonry pier built in the 1950’s or 1960’s. The area of the proposed work is open water 
with no channel. The existing pier will be used as a platform to install the extension. They 
will be adding a 30-foot timber extension with a boat lift and two davits. They will slightly 
raise and cap the top of the stone pier. The owner has a powerboat and a couple of 
wave runners. There will be no ramp or floats in this project. He stated they replied to the 
Commission’s comments in a June 11, 2014 letter, in which they hope to have addressed 
all the Commission’s concerns.  
 
Ms. Mozian referred to the Commission’s letter and item number 3 concerning safety to 
guard against storm events since the dock is in the high velocity flood zone and below 
the 100 year flood elevation.  
 
Mr. Bajek noted the Roberge Associates’ letter that the project was designed to 
withstand a 1% annual chance storm event (i.e. 100 year floodplain).  
 
Jonathan Farber, property owner, added that he would move the boat if a storm event 
was expected.  
 
Officer Myer stated he was concerned with boat usage and work within the natural bed.  
 
Mr. Farber acknowledged the limited use of the boat lift and discussed other options that 
had been considered. His boat has a 9-inch draft. 
 
Ms. Williams asked if there were any similar structures in the area out into Long Island 
Sound.  
 
A review of the GIS maps showed there were none in the immediate area but there were 
some nearby. 
 
Mr. Bajek stated there would be 9 piles installed by water at high tide. The piles can be 
installed in a couple of days. There is no commercial shellfishing activity in the area. There 
are no navigation concerns.  
 
Officer Myer stated the fact that there are no docks in that area of these natural beds is 
a major concern and that something could happen to the beds during construction and 
boat usage.  
 
Mr. Farber stated there are 6 docks present going towards Norwalk. 
 
The Commission had the following comments: 
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• Consideration should be given to decreasing the size of the boat lift with 
comments submitted from the engineer as to feasibility; 

• Recommend a stop system so that the boat lift cannot go into the mud; and 
• Time of construction should be limited to October to May.  

 
7. Other Business  

a. Annual Clambake 
 

The Commission discussed possible dates for the annual clambake and the location.  
 

b. Logo 
 

Dr. Silverman stated he had been at an event at which he met a young girl who drew 
him a proposed logo that the Commission has been talking about. While it does not 
depict a mollusk, he shared the drawing with the Commission.  
 
Ms. Mozian is going to see about entering the drawing into the Long Island Sound 
Council calendar contest.  
 

c. Ms. Mozian highlighted the Fairfield Shellfish Commission minutes. She noted that the 
Bureau of Aquaculture was at a recent meeting at which discussion of reopening 
Southport beach in 2016 was discussed.  
 

8. Next Meeting: 
 
The next meeting of the Westport Shellfish Commission will be held on August 6, 2014 at 6:15 
p.m. in Room 309 of Westport Town Hall.  

 
9. Adjournment: 
 
The Shellfish Commission adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 
Motion: Silverman   Second: Williams 
Ayes:  Silverman, Williams, Cirino, Dembsky 
Nayes:  None  Abstentions: None  Vote: 4:0:0 
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