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1. Agenda

Call
REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING NOTICE

Revised on 7/6/23 to cancel Executive Session & withdraw Item # 3
 

NOTICE OF RTM EXECUTIVE SESSION-  CANCELLED
 

All Representative Town Meeting members and inhabitants of the Town of Westport are hereby notified that a meeting of the
Representative Town Meeting members will be held at Town Hall, 110 Myrtle Ave. in the auditorium on Tuesday July 11, 2023, at 6:30 p.
m. for the purpose listed below as agenda item #3. It is anticipated that the RTM will vote to go into Executive Session for agenda item #3
for the discussion of security strategy and devices prior to the vote on this item in public session:

 

3. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve an appropriation in
the amount of $630,000, to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account Fund Account for school-based security communication system.

 

NOTICE OF RTM PUBLIC MEETING

 

All Representative Town Meeting members and inhabitants of the Town of Westport are hereby notified that a meeting of the
Representative Town Meeting members will be held at Town Hall, 110 Myrtle Ave. in the auditorium on Tuesday July 11, 2023 at 7:30 p.
m. for the purposes listed below. If necessary, the meeting shall reconvene on Tuesday, July 25, 2023, to deal with any agenda items not
disposed of at the adjournment of the July 11, 2023 meeting.

 

NEW ORDER OF BUSINESS:

3. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve an appropriation in
the amount of $630,000, to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account Fund Account for school-based security communication system.
WITHDRAWN
1. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the recommendation of the RTM Transit Committee, to appoint Karina
Saryani Betfarhad to serve as Director to the Westport Transit District for a term beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2027.

 

2. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Westport Library Executive Director, to approve a
supplemental appropriation in the amount of $320,000 for the fiscal year 2022-23 to cover medical claims for the Westport Library.

 

3.  [SEE ABOVE]

 

4.  To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by the Director of
Public Works, to approve an Appropriation in the amount of $1,000,000.00 along with bond and note authorization, to the Sewer Reserve
Fund Account for upgrades to Pump Station #8 (Nyala Farms Road).

 

5. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation in the
amount of $440,000 along with bond and note authorization, to the Capital Non-Recurring Fund Account for re-construction of the Parsell
Public Works Center Pavement.
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6. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of
$300,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the replacement of the 2008 Elgin Pelican Sweeper.

 

7. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of
$225,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the purchase of a Trackless MT7 Multipurpose machine.

8. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of
$172,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the purchase of a John Deere 5105M 4WD Tractor.

9. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of
$562,500 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the creation of a Town-wide Safe Street for All (SS4A), Action Plan.

10. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of
$260,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the Preliminary Engineering Services for Center Street and Greens Farms Road
Bridges.

11. To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the First Selectwoman, to adopt a Fair Rent Commission
Ordinance. (Second reading.  Full text available in the Town Clerk's office.)

 

____________________________             Jeffrey Wieser, Moderator

 

 

 

 

 

It is the policy of the Town of Westport that all Town-sponsored public meetings and events are accessible to people with disabilities. If
you need assistance in participating in a meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the Americans with Disabilities Act, please
contact Westport's ADA Coordinator at 203-341-1043 or eflug@westportct.gov at least three (3) business days prior to the scheduled
meeting or event to request an accommodation.

Attachment: Resolutions.pdf

Item #1
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the recommendation of the RTM Transit Committee, to appoint Karina Saryani
Betfarhad to serve as Director to the Westport Transit District for a term beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2027.

 

Attachment: Karina Betfarhad Cover Letter- Item _ 1.pdf

Attachment: Karina Betfarhad Resume- Item _ 1.pdf

Attachment: RTM Transit Committee Report- Item _ 1.pdf

2. Item #2
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Westport Library Executive Director, to approve a
supplemental appropriation in the amount of $320,000 for the fiscal year 2022-23 to cover medical claims for the Westport Library.

 

Attachment: Supplemental Appropriation Westport Library- Item _ 2.pdf

Attachment: BOF Library medical claims FY22-23- Item _ 2.pdf

Attachment: RTM Library Museum and Arts _ Finance Committees Report- Item _ 2.pdf

Item #3
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve an appropriation in the
amount of $630,000, to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account Fund Account for school-based security communication system.
WITHDRAWN

Item #4
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by the Director of
Public Works, to approve an Appropriation in the amount of $1,000,000.00 along with bond and note authorization, to the Sewer Reserve
Fund Account for upgrades to Pump Station #8 (Nyala Farms Road).
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Attachment: DPW Approp Upgrades to Pump Station _8- Item _ 4.pdf

Item #5
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation in the
amount of $440,000 along with bond and note authorization, to the Capital Non-Recurring Fund Account for re-construction of the Parsell
Public Works Center Pavement.

Attachment: DPW Approp re-construction Parsell PW Center Pavement- Item _ 5.pdf

Item #6
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of $300,
000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the replacement of the 2008 Elgin Pelican Sweeper.

 

Attachment: DPW Approp Purchase of Elgin Pelican Sweeper- Item _ 6.pdf

Attachment: RTM Finance _ Public Works Committees Report- Items _ 4 _ 5 _ 6.pdf

Item #7
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of $225,
000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the purchase of a Trackless MT7 Multipurpose machine.

Attachment: DPW Approp Purchase of Trackelss MT7- Item _ 7.pdf

Attachment: RTM Finance _ Public Works Committees Report- Item _ 7.pdf

Item #8
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of $172,
000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the purchase of a John Deere 5105M 4WD Tractor.

Attachment: DPW Approp Purchase of John Deere- Item _ 8.pdf

Attachment: RTM Finance _ Public Works Committees Report- Item _ 8.pdf

Item #9
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of $562,
500 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the creation of a Town-wide Safe Street for All (SS4A), Action Plan.

Attachment: DPW Approp Safe Street Grant- Item _ 9.pdf

Attachment: RTM Finance _ Public Works Committees Report- Item _ 9.pdf

Item #10
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an appropriation of $260,
000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the Preliminary Engineering Services for Center Street and Greens Farms Road
Bridges.

Attachment: DPW Approp Preliminary Eng Services Ctr St and Greens Farms Rd Bridges- Item _ 10.pdf

Attachment: Historic District Commission Letter- Center Street _ Greens Farms Rd Bridges- Item _ 10.pdf

Attachment: Greens Farms Association Letter Muddy Brook bridges- Item _ 10.pdf

Attachment: RTM Finance _ Public Works Committees Report- Item _ 10.pdf

Item #11
To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the First Selectwoman, to adopt a Fair Rent Commission
Ordinance. (Second reading. Full text available in the Town Clerk's office.)

Attachment: Draft of Westport Fair Rent Commission Ordinance REDLINED TO FIRST READING- Item _ 11.pdf

Attachment: Draft of Westport Fair Rent Commission Ordinance- Item _ 11.pdf

Attachment: RTM Health _ Human Services Committee Report- Item _ 11.pdf

Attachment: RTM Ordinance Committee Report- Item _ 11.pdf
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General (non agenda-item specific) attachments for: Representative Town Meeting
July 11, 2023 @ 07:30 pm

General Attachments

- Agenda Link
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Agenda Link

Remote Attachment:

Agenda Link (https://www.westportc ... mponents/Calendar/Event/25185/745)
(https://www.westportct.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/25185/745)
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RTM Meeting 
                                                                                                             July 11, 2023 

 
 

R E S O L U T I O N S 
 

(1) 
 
RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the RTM Transit Committee, Karina 
Saryani Betfarhad is hereby appointed to serve as Director to the Westport Transit District 
for a term beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2027. 
 

(2) 
 
RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Westport Library Executive Director, a supplemental appropriation in the amount of 
$320,000 for the fiscal year 2022-23 to cover medical claims for the Westport Library is 
hereby appropriated. 

 
(3) 

 
RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Superintendent of Schools, the sum of $630,000, to the Capital and Non-Recurring 
Account Fund Account for school-based security communication system is hereby 
appropriated. WITHDRAWN 

 
(4) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Director of Public Works, the sum of $1,000,000.00 along with bond and note 
authorization, to the Sewer Reserve Fund Account for upgrades to Pump Station #8 
(Nyala Farms Road) is hereby appropriated. 
 

TOWN OF WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 

A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $1,000,000 FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH UPGRADES 
TO PUMP STATION NO. 8 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE 
SUCH APPROPRIATION. 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance, the Town of 
Westport, Connecticut (the “Town”) hereby appropriates the sum of One Million and 
00/100 Dollars ($1,000,000.00) for costs associated with upgrades to Pump Station No. 8 
located on Nyala Farms Road including, but not limited to, site work, electrical work, 
equipment and materials, landscaping, paving, sealing/coating, engineering, inspection 
costs and related administrative, financing and other soft costs (the “Project”). 

Section 1. As recommended by the Board of Finance and for the purpose of 
financing One Million and 00/100 Dollars ($1,000,000.00) of the foregoing appropriation, 
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the Town is hereby authorized to borrow a sum not to exceed One Million and 00/100 
Dollars ($1,000,000.00) and issue general obligation bonds for such indebtedness under 
its corporate name and seal and upon the full faith and credit of the Town in an amount 
not to exceed said sum for the purpose of financing the appropriation for the Project.  As 
part of the final costs, the Town may levy a benefit assessment for the Project costs upon 
the properties bounding the Project which are especially benefited thereby. The Town 
may also use available moneys from the Sewer Reserve Fund to pay any debt service costs 
for indebtedness related to the Project. 

Section 2. The First Selectman, Selectmen and Finance Director are hereby 
appointed a committee (the “Committee”) with full power and authority to cause said 
bonds to be sold, issued and delivered; to determine their form, including provision for 
redemption prior to maturity; to determine the aggregate principal amount thereof 
within the amount hereby authorized and the denominations and maturities thereof; to 
fix the time of issue of each series thereof and the rate or rates of interest thereon as 
herein provided; to designate the bank or trust company to certify the issuance thereof 
and to act as transfer agent, paying agent and as registrar for the bonds, and to designate 
bond counsel. The Committee shall have all appropriate powers under the Connecticut 
General Statutes including Chapter 748 (Registered Public Obligations Act) to issue the 
bonds and, further, shall have full power and authority to do all that is required under the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and other applicable laws and regulations 
of the United States and the state of Connecticut, to provide for issuance of the bonds in 
tax exempt form, including the execution of tax compliance and other agreements for the 
benefit of bondholders, and to meet all requirements which are or may become necessary 
in and subsequent to the issuance and delivery of the bonds in order that the interest on 
the bonds be and remain exempt from federal income taxes, including, without limitation, 
to covenant and agree to restriction on investment yield of bond proceeds, rebate of 
arbitrage earnings, expenditure of proceeds within required time limitations and the filing 
of information reports as and when required and to execute Continuing Disclosure 
Agreements for the benefit of  holders of bonds and notes. 

Section 3. The Bonds may be designated “Public Improvement Bonds” or “Sewer 
Bonds” series of the year of their issuance and may be issued in one or more series, and 
may be consolidated as part of the same issue with other bonds of the Town; shall be in 
serial form maturing in not more than twenty (20) annual installments of principal, the 
first installment to mature not later than three (3) years from the date of issue and the 
last installment to mature not later than twenty (20) years therefrom, or as otherwise 
provided by statute.  The bonds may be sold at not less than par and accrued interest at 
public sale upon invitation for bids to the responsible bidder submitting the bid resulting 
in the lowest true interest cost to the Town, provided that nothing herein shall prevent 
the Town from rejecting all bids submitted in response to any one invitation for bids and 
the right to so reject all bids is hereby reserved, and further provided that the Committee 
may sell the bonds, or notes, on a negotiated basis, as provided by statute. Interest on 
the bonds shall be payable semiannually or annually. The bonds shall be signed on behalf 
of the Town by the First Selectman and the Finance Director, and shall bear the seal of 
the Town. The signing, sealing and certification of said bonds may be by facsimile as 
provided by statute. The Finance Director shall maintain a record of bonds issued 
pursuant to this resolution and of the face amount thereof outstanding from time to time, 
and shall certify to the destruction of said bonds after they have been paid and cancelled, 
and such certification shall be kept on file with the Town Clerk. 
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Section 4. The Committee is further authorized to make temporary borrowings as 
permitted by the General Statutes and to issue a temporary note or notes of the Town in 
anticipation of the receipt of proceeds from the sale of the bonds to be issued pursuant 
to this resolution. Such notes shall be issued and renewed at such times and with such 
maturities, requirements and limitations as provided by statute. Notes evidencing such 
borrowings shall be signed by the First Selectman and the Finance Director, have the seal 
of the Town affixed, which signing and sealing may be by facsimile as provided by statute, 
be certified by and payable at a bank or trust company incorporated under the laws of 
this or any other state, or of the United States, be approved as to their legality by bond 
counsel, and may be consolidated with the issuance of other Town bond anticipation 
notes. The Committee shall determine the date, maturity, interest rates, form and 
manner of sale, including negotiated sale, and other details of said notes consistent with 
the provisions of this resolution and the General Statutes and shall have all powers and 
authority as set forth above in connection with the issuance of bonds and especially with 
respect to compliance with the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended, and regulations thereunder in order to obtain and maintain issuance of the 
notes in tax exempt form. 

Section 5. Upon the sale and issuance of the bonds authorized by this resolution, 
the proceeds thereof, including any premium received upon the sale thereof, accrued 
interest received at delivery and interest earned on the temporary investment of such 
proceeds, shall be applied forthwith to the payment of the principal and interest of all 
notes issued in anticipation thereof or shall be deposited in trust for such purposes with 
a bank or trust company, or shall be applied or rebated as may be required under the 
provision of law. The remainder of the proceeds, if any, after the payment of said notes 
and of the expense of issuing said notes and bonds shall be applied to further finance the 
appropriation enacted herein. 

Section 6. In each fiscal year in which the principal or any installment of interest 
shall fall due upon any of the bonds or notes herein authorized there shall be included in 
the appropriation for such fiscal year a sum equivalent to the amount of such principal 
and interest so falling due, and to the extent that provision is not made for the payment 
thereof from other revenues, the amount thereof shall be included in the taxes assessed 
upon the Grand List for such fiscal year and shall not be subject to any limitations of 
expenditures or taxes that may be imposed by any other Town ordinance or resolution. 

Section 7. Pursuant to Section 1.150-2 (as amended) of the federal income tax 
regulations the Town hereby expresses its official intent to reimburse expenditures paid 
from the General Fund, or any capital fund for the Project with the proceeds of the bonds 
or notes to be issued under the provisions hereof. The allocation of such reimbursement 
bond proceeds to an expenditure shall be made in accordance with the time limitations 
and other requirements of such regulations. The Finance Director is authorized to pay 
Project expenses in accordance herewith pending the issuance of the reimbursement 
bonds or notes.  

Section 8. The Town of Westport, or other proper authority of the Town, is 
authorized to take all necessary action to apply to the State of Connecticut, and accept 
from the State or other parties, grants, gifts and contributions in aid of further financing 
the Project.  Once the appropriation becomes effective, the First Selectman, or other 
appropriate official of the town, is hereby authorized to spend a sum not to exceed the 
aforesaid appropriation for the Project and is specifically authorized to make, execute and 
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deliver any contracts or other documents necessary or convenient to complete the 
Project and the financing thereof. 

Section 9. The Committee is hereby authorized to take all action necessary and 
proper for the sale, issuance and delivery of the bonds (and notes) in accordance with the 
provisions of the Town Charter, the Connecticut General Statutes, and the laws of the 
United States.  

 
(5) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Director of Public Works, the sum of $440,000 along with bond and note authorization, 
to the Capital Non-Recurring Fund Account for re-construction of the Parsell Public Works 
Center Pavement is hereby appropriated. 
 

TOWN OF WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 

A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $440,000 FOR THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
PAVEMENT RECONSTRUCTION AT THE PARSELL PUBLIC WORKS CENTER AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION. 

 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance, the Town of 
Westport, Connecticut (the “Town”) hereby appropriates the sum of Four Hundred Forty 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($440,000) for costs associated with pavement 
reconstruction at the Parsell Public Works Center, including, but not limited to, site 
preparation, pavement reclamation, drainage repairs, materials, and environmental 
monitoring, as well as, related design, engineering, consultant, administrative, 
contingency, financing and other soft costs (the “Project”).  

Section 1. As recommended by the Board of Finance and for the purpose of 
financing the foregoing appropriation, the Town is hereby authorized to borrow a sum 
not to exceed Four Hundred Forty Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($440,000) and issue 
general obligation bonds for such indebtedness under its corporate name and seal and 
upon the full faith and credit of the Town in an amount not to exceed said sum for the 
purpose of financing the appropriation for the Project.  

Section 2. The First Selectwoman, Selectmen and Finance Director are hereby 
appointed a committee (the “Committee”) with full power and authority to cause said 
bonds to be sold, issued and delivered; to determine their form, including provision for 
redemption prior to maturity; to determine the aggregate principal amount thereof 
within the amount hereby authorized and the denominations and maturities thereof; to 
fix the time of issue of each series thereof and the rate or rates of interest thereon as 
herein provided; to designate the bank or trust company to certify the issuance thereof 
and to act as transfer agent, paying agent and as registrar for the bonds, and to designate 
bond counsel. The Committee shall have all appropriate powers under the Connecticut 
General Statutes including Chapter 748 (Registered Public Obligations Act) to issue the 
bonds and, further, shall have full power and authority to do all that is required under the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and other applicable laws and regulations 
of the United States and the state of Connecticut, to provide for issuance of the bonds in 
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tax exempt form, including the execution of tax compliance and other agreements for the 
benefit of bondholders, and to meet all requirements which are or may become necessary 
in and subsequent to the issuance and delivery of the bonds in order that the interest on 
the bonds be and remain exempt from federal income taxes, including, without limitation, 
to covenant and agree to restriction on investment yield of bond proceeds, rebate of 
arbitrage earnings, expenditure of proceeds within required time limitations and the filing 
of information reports as and when required and to execute Continuing Disclosure 
Agreements for the benefit of holders of bonds and notes. 

Section 3. The Bonds may be designated “Public Improvement Bonds,” series of the 
year of their issuance and may be issued in one or more series, and may be consolidated 
as part of the same issue with other bonds of the Town; shall be in serial form maturing 
in not more than twenty (20) annual installments of principal, the first installment to 
mature not later than three (3) years from the date of issue and the last installment to 
mature not later than twenty (20) years therefrom, or as otherwise provided by statute.  
The bonds may be sold at not less than par and accrued interest at public sale upon 
invitation for bids to the responsible bidder submitting the bid resulting in the lowest true 
interest cost to the Town, provided that nothing herein shall prevent the Town from 
rejecting all bids submitted in response to any one invitation for bids and the right to so 
reject all bids is hereby reserved, and further provided that the Committee may sell the 
bonds, or notes, on a negotiated basis, as provided by statute. Interest on the bonds shall 
be payable semiannually or annually. The bonds shall be signed on behalf of the Town by 
the First Selectwoman and the Finance Director, and shall bear the seal of the Town. The 
signing, sealing and certification of said bonds may be by facsimile as provided by statute. 
The Finance Director shall maintain a record of bonds issued pursuant to this resolution 
and of the face amount thereof outstanding from time to time, and shall certify to the 
destruction of said bonds after they have been paid and cancelled, and such certification 
shall be kept on file with the Town Clerk. 

Section 4. The Committee is further authorized to make temporary borrowings as 
permitted by the General Statutes and to issue a temporary note or notes of the Town in 
anticipation of the receipt of proceeds from the sale of the bonds to be issued pursuant 
to this resolution. Such notes shall be issued and renewed at such times and with such 
maturities, requirements and limitations as provided by statute. Notes evidencing such 
borrowings shall be signed by the First Selectwoman and the Finance Director, have the 
seal of the Town affixed, which signing and sealing may be by facsimile as provided by 
statute, be certified by and payable at a bank or trust company incorporated under the 
laws of this or any other state, or of the United States, be approved as to their legality by 
bond counsel, and may be consolidated with the issuance of other Town bond 
anticipation notes. The Committee shall determine the date, maturity, interest rates, 
form and manner of sale, including negotiated sale, and other details of said notes 
consistent with the provisions of this resolution and the General Statutes and shall have 
all powers and authority as set forth above in connection with the issuance of bonds and 
especially with respect to compliance with the requirements of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended, and regulations thereunder in order to obtain and maintain 
issuance of the notes in tax exempt form. 

Section 5. Upon the sale and issuance of the bonds authorized by this resolution, 
the proceeds thereof, including any premium received upon the sale thereof, accrued 
interest received at delivery and interest earned on the temporary investment of such 
proceeds, shall be applied forthwith to the payment of the principal and interest of all 
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notes issued in anticipation thereof or shall be deposited in trust for such purposes with 
a bank or trust company, or shall be applied or rebated as may be required under the 
provision of law. The remainder of the proceeds, if any, after the payment of said notes 
and of the expense of issuing said notes and bonds shall be applied to further finance the 
appropriation enacted herein. 

Section 6. In each fiscal year in which the principal or any installment of interest 
shall fall due upon any of the bonds or notes herein authorized there shall be included in 
the appropriation for such fiscal year a sum equivalent to the amount of such principal 
and interest so falling due, and to the extent that provision is not made for the payment 
thereof from other revenues, the amount thereof shall be included in the taxes assessed 
upon the Grand List for such fiscal year and shall not be subject to any limitations of 
expenditures or taxes that may be imposed by any other Town ordinance or resolution. 

Section 7. Pursuant to Section 1.150-2 (as amended) of the federal income tax 
regulations the Town hereby expresses its official intent to reimburse expenditures paid 
from the General Fund, or any capital fund for the Project with the proceeds of the bonds 
or notes to be issued under the provisions hereof. The allocation of such reimbursement 
bond proceeds to an expenditure shall be made in accordance with the time limitations 
and other requirements of such regulations. The Finance Director is authorized to pay 
Project expenses in accordance herewith pending the issuance of the reimbursement 
bonds or notes.  

Section 8. The Town of Westport, or other proper authority of the Town, is 
authorized to take all necessary action to apply to the State of Connecticut, and accept 
from the State or other parties, grants, gifts and contributions in aid of further financing 
the Project.  Once the appropriation becomes effective, the First Selectwoman, or other 
appropriate official of the town, is hereby authorized to spend a sum not to exceed the 
aforesaid appropriation for the Project and is specifically authorized to make, execute and 
deliver any contracts or other documents necessary or convenient to complete the 
Project and the financing thereof. 

Section 9. The Committee is hereby authorized to take all action necessary and 
proper for the sale, issuance and delivery of the bonds (and notes) in accordance with the 
provisions of the Town Charter, the Connecticut General Statutes, and the laws of the 
United States.  

 

(6) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Director of Public Works, the sum of $300,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring 
Account for the replacement of the 2008 Elgin Pelican Sweeper is hereby appropriated. 
 

(7) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Director of Public Works, the sum of $225,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring 
Account for the purchase of a Trackless MT7 Multipurpose machine is hereby 
appropriated. 
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(8) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Director of Public Works, the sum of $172,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring 
Account for the purchase of a John Deere 5105M 4WD Tractor is hereby appropriated. 

(9) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Director of Public Works, the sum of $562,500 to the Capital and Non-Recurring 
Account for the creation of a Town-wide Safe Street for All (SS4A), Action Plan is hereby 
appropriated. 

(10) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Board of Finance and a request by 
the Director of Public Works, the sum of $260,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring 
Account for the Preliminary Engineering Services for Center Street and Greens Farms 
Road Bridges is hereby appropriated. 

(11) 

RESOLVED:  That upon the request of the First Selectwoman, a Fair Rent Commission 
Ordinance is hereby adopted. (Second reading. Full text is as follows.) 

 
 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, TOWN OF WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 

Chapter 2 - ADMINISTRATION 

ARTICLE IV. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

Sec 2-90. - Fair Rent Commission 

 
(a)  Established. 

 
(1) Pursuant to and in conformity with C.G.S. §§ 7-148b through 7-148f, 47a-20 and 
47a-23c, there is hereby created a Fair Rent Commission (“Commission”) for the 
purpose of controlling and eliminating excessive rental charges for housing 
accommodations within the Town, and to carry out the purposes, duties, responsibilities 
and all provisions of the above described sections and any other sections of the statutes, 
as they may be amended from time to time, pertaining to fair rent commissions. 

 
(2) The Commission shall consist of five (5) members, all of whom shall be electors 
of the Town, and at least one (1) of whom shall be a residential tenant and at least one 
(1) of whom shall be a residential landlord.  The members shall be appointed by the 
First Selectman in accordance with Section C4-4 of the Town Charter, and according to 
the provisions of Chapter 3 of the Town Charter.  Members of the Commission shall serve 
without compensation. 
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(3) Members of the Commission shall be appointed for staggered terms of four (4) 
years. Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled in the manner of original 
appointment for the unexpired portion of the term. Any member of the Commission 
may be reappointed in the manner of original appointment. 

 
(b) Powers 

 
(1) The Commission’s powers shall include the power to: 
 

a. Receive complaints, inquiries, and other communications concerning alleged 
excessive rental charges and alleged violations, including retaliation, of C.G.S. §§ 
7-148b through 7-148f, C.G.S. § 47a-20, C.G.S. §21-80a, and C.G.S. § 47a-23c in 
housing accommodations, except those accommodations rented on a seasonal 
basis, within its jurisdiction, which jurisdiction shall include mobile manufactured 
homes and mobile manufactured home park lots. “Seasonal basis” means housing 
accommodations rented for a period or periods aggregating not more than 120 
days in any one calendar year. “Rental charge” includes any fee or charge in 
addition to rent that is imposed or sought to be imposed upon a tenant by a landlord, 
and includes any charge that is already in effect; 
 

b. Make such studies and investigations as are appropriate to carry out the duties and 
responsibilities delegated hereunder, and subject to the terms, limitations and 
conditions set forth herein; 
 

c. Conduct hearings and receive complaints relative to rental charges on housing 
accomodations, subject to the terms, limitations and conditions as set forth herein; 
 

d. Compel the attendance of persons at hearings, issue subpoenas and administer 
oaths, issue orders and continue, review, amend, terminate or suspend any of its 
orders and decisions; 

 
e. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether or not the rent for any 

housing accommodation is so excessive as to be harsh and unconscionable; 
 

f. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether the housing 
accommodation in question fails to comply with any municipal ordinance or state 
statute or regulation relating to health and safety; 
 

g. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether a landlord has engaged in 
retaliation in violation of subsection (f) below and make such orders as are 
authorized herein; 
 

h. Order a reduction of any excessive rent to an amount which is fair and equitable, 
and make such other orders as are authorized herein; 
 

i. Order the suspension or reduction of further payment of rent by the tenant until 
such time as the landlord makes the necessary changes, repairs or installations so 
as to bring such housing accommodation into compliance with any municipal 
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ordinance or state statute or regulation relating to health and safety; 

j. Establish an escrow account with a local bank or financial institution into which 
it shall deposit all rent charges or other funds paid to it pursuant to subsection (e) 
below; and 
 

k. Carry out all other provisions of C.G.S. §§ 7-148b to 7-148f, inclusive, C.G.S. § 
47a-20, 21- 80a and C.G.S. § 47a-23c as now existing and as hereinafter 
amended, as they apply to fair rent commissions. 

 
(c) Determination of Excessive Rent 

 
(1) In determining whether a rental charge or a proposed increase in a rental charge is 
so excessive, with due regard to all the circumstances, as to be harsh and 
unconscionable, the Commission shall consider such of the following circumstances as 
are applicable to the type of accommodation: 

 
a. The rents charged for the same number of rooms in other housing 

accommodations in the same and in other areas of the municipality; 
 

b. The sanitary conditions existing in the housing accommodations in question; 
 

c. The number of bathtubs or showers, flush waste closets, kitchen sinks and 
lavatory basins available to the occupants thereof; 

 
d. Services, furniture, furnishings and equipment supplied therein; 

 
e. The size and number of bedrooms contained therein; 

 
f. Repairs necessary to make such accommodations reasonably livable for the 

occupants accommodated therein; 
 

g. The amount of taxes and overhead expenses, including debt service, thereof; 
 

h. Whether the accommodations are in compliance with the ordinances of the Town 
and the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut relating to health and safety; 

 
i. The income of the petitioner and the availability of accommodations; 

 
j. The availability of utilities; 

 
k. Damages done to the premises by the tenant, caused by other than ordinary wear 

and tear; 
 

l. The amount and frequency of increases in rental charges; and 
 

m. Whether, and the extent to which, the income from an increase in rental charges 
has been or will be reinvested in improvements to the accommodations. 

 
(2) The rent of a tenant protected by C.G.S. § 47a-23c (certain seniors and persons 
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with disabilities in buildings and complexes with five or more units) who files a 
complaint with the Commission pursuant to C.G.S. § 47a-23c(c)(2) may be increased 
only to the extent that such increase is fair and equitable, based on the criteria set forth 
above. 

 
(d) Procedures and Hearing on Complaints 

 
(1) Upon the filing of a complaint, the Commission  shall promptly notify all parties 
in writing of the receipt of the complaint. Such notice shall also inform the parties that 
the landlord is prohibited from retaliating against the tenant due to the filing of the 
complaint.  
 
(2) If a complaint alleges housing conditions that violate a housing, health, building or 
other code or statute, the Commission shall notify the appropriate municipal office or 
agency, which may then concurrently exercise its own powers. In addition, the 
Commission may request that the appropriate municipal official or agency promptly 
investigate and provide a report to the Commission. 

 
(3) If two or more complaints are filed against the same landlord by tenants 
occupying different rental units in the same building, complex, or mobile home park 
that appear to raise the same or similar issues, the Commission may consolidate such 
claims for hearing. 

 
(4) The Commission or municipal staff may, to the extent practicable, encourage the 
parties to the complaint to reach a mutually satisfactory resolution through informal 
conciliation. Municipal staff (but not Commission members) may serve as informal 
conciliators. Any agreement to resolve the complaint shall be in writing and signed by 
the parties. 

 
(5) A hearing on the complaint shall be scheduled no later than thirty (30) days after 
the filing of the complaint, unless impracticable. Written notice of the date, time, and 
place of the hearing shall be given to the parties to the complaint at least ten (10) days 
prior to the hearing by first class and certified mail and, if practicable, by electronic 
mail. 

 
(6) All parties to a hearing shall have the right to be represented, to cross-examine 
witnesses, to examine documents introduced into evidence, and to call witnesses and 
introduce evidence. The testimony taken at a hearing shall be made under oath. 
Hearings shall be recorded. 

 
(7) In the event that there is insufficient time to complete a hearing or for other cause, 
the Commission shall have the power to adjourn the hearing to another time and date. 

 
(8) No sale, assignment, transfer of the housing accommodation in question or 
attempt to evict the tenant shall be cause for discontinuing any pending proceeding nor 
shall it affect the rights, duties and obligations of the Commission or the parties. 

 
(e) Rent Reduction Order and Repairs 
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(1) The Commission shall render its decision at the same meeting at which the 
hearing on the complaint is completed or within thirty (30) days following such date, 
unless impracticable. In accordance with the state Freedom of Information Act, both the 
hearing itself and the deliberation by the Commission shall be open to observation by 
the public.  

 
(2) If the Commission determines after a hearing that the rental charge or proposed 
increase in the rental charge for any housing accommodation is so excessive, based on 
the standards and criteria set forth in subsection (c) above, as to be harsh and 
unconscionable, it may order that the rent be limited to such an amount as it determines 
to be fair and equitable. A Commission’s orders may include, but are not limited to, a 
reduction in a rental charge or proposed rent increase; a delay in an increased rental 
charge until specified conditions, such as compliance with municipal code enforcement 
orders, have been satisfied; or a phase-in of an increase in a rental charge, not to exceed 
a fair and equitable rent, in stages over a period of time.  

 
(3) If the Commission determines after a hearing that a housing accommodation fails 
to comply with any municipal ordinance or state statute or regulation relating to health 
and safety, the Commission may order the suspension of further payment of rent by the 
tenant until such time as the landlord makes the necessary changes, repairs or 
installations so as to bring the housing accommodation into compliance with such laws, 
statutes, or regulations. If the Commission’s order constitutes a complete suspension of 
all rent, the rent during such period shall be paid to the Commission to be held in 
escrow subject to such ordinances or provisions as may be adopted by the town, city or 
borough.  

 
(f) Retaliation 

 
(1) In the initial notice scheduling a hearing or conciliation on a complaint, and in its 
notice of decision, the Commission shall include notice to landlords and tenants that 
retaliatory actions against tenants are prohibited under CGS § 47a-20 and which actions 
are not deemed retaliatory under CGS § 47a-20a. 

 
(2) Any tenant who claims that a landlord has retaliated in any manner against a 
tenant because the tenant has complained to the Commission may file a notice of such 
claim with the Commission. If the Commission determines, after a hearing, that a 
landlord has retaliated in any manner against a tenant because the tenant has 
complained to the Commission, the Commission may order the landlord to cease and 
desist from such conduct. 

 
(g) Appeals 

 
(1) Any person aggrieved by any order or decision of the Commission may appeal to 
the Superior Court for the judicial district in which the Town is located within thirty 
(30) days of the issuance of the written notice of the decision to the parties. Such notice 
shall include notice of the right to appeal, the court to which an appeal may be taken, 
and the time in which an appeal must be filed. Unless otherwise directed by the 
Commission or the court, the filing of an appeal shall not stay any order issued by the 
Commission.  Any such appeal shall be considered a privileged matter with respect to the 
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order of trial. 
 

(h) Failure to Comply with Commission Orders 
 

(1) Any person who violates any order of rent reduction or rent suspension by 
demanding, accepting or receiving an amount in excess thereof while such order 
remains in effect, and no appeal pursuant to § 7-148e is pending, or who violates any 
other provision of C.G.S. §§ 7-148b through 7-148e or C.G.S. § 47a-20, or who refuses 
to obey any subpoena, order or decision of the Commission pursuant thereto shall be 
fined not less than $25 nor more than $100 for each offense. If such offense continues 
for more than five days, it shall constitute a new offense for each day it continues to 
exist thereafter. 

 
(2) The Commission, in its own name or through the municipality, may bring a civil 
action to any court of competent jurisdiction or take any other action in such a court to 
enforce any order of the Commission made pursuant to this subchapter, or to enjoin a 
violation or threatened violation of any order of the Commission. 

 
(i) Amendments to State Law. 

 
(1) Any amendments to the state law referring to fair rent commissions shall be 
automatically incorporated into this article and made a part hereof.  Any provisions and 
amendments to the Town Charter that apply to appointed commissions shall apply to 
the Commission. 
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Karina Saryani Betfarhad 
5 Melon Patch Lane 
Westport, CT 06880 

203-571-0562 
ksbetfarhad@gmail.com 

June 16, 2023 

Kristin Schneeman 
RTM - District 9 
WTD - Committee Chair 
Westport, CT 06880 

As a resident of the town of Westport for the past 14 years, I bring a deep understanding 
of the community’s needs and a genuine commitment to its well-being.  I am an 
experienced Civil Engineer specializing in Construction Management and Structural 
Engineering, bringing a wealth of knowledge and a strong dedication to public service in 
the Westport School District. This unique position allows me to seamlessly integrate my 
professional experience, academic training, and commitment to serving the community 
of Westport.

I hold a B.S. in Civil Engineering from San Jose State University, where I completed all 
core engineering classes for an MSCE specializing in Transportation and Structural 
Engineering. Over the course of a decade, I have worked as a civil engineer for three 
prominent construction companies as well as the City of San Jose's Streets and Traffic 
Department. These experiences have honed my skills and equipped me with a 
comprehensive understanding of engineering principles and practical implementation.

During the past 9 years, while raising my three young children, I actively volunteered in 
the Westport School District across various capacities and educational levels, from 
elementary to high school. My involvement has been diverse, ranging from providing 
assistance to WPS educators in various tasks to assuming leadership roles in managing 
budgets and committees. In my capacity as a leader, I discovered a true passion for 
achieving goals while ensuring a positive and enjoyable experience for fellow volunteers.

The role I am applying for is an excellent opportunity for me to harness my professional 
experiences and academic accomplishments to continue serving my community. By 
combining my industry knowledge, academic studies, and unwavering commitment to 
public service, I am confident in my ability to contribute significantly to the Westport 
Transit District.

Sincerely yours, 

Karina Betfarhad
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Karina Saryani Betfarhad

PROFILE
Accomplished Civil Engineer and dedicated professional with many years of service to the
community seeking the position of Westport Public Transit Director. Committed to help
provide excellent, efficient and sustainable transportation solutions while fostering
community partnerships.

EXPERIENCE
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER & COMMITTEE CHAIR, WESTPORT PTA (LLS, BMS, SHS);
WESTPORT, CT 2014-PRESENT

Varied responsibilities including coordinating volunteers for various committees, filling
in when any committee needed help.

● As a Board Member of SMPA (Staple Music Parent Association)- solicited
ad purchases by local businesses to 100% fund two town wide concerts.

● VP of Graduation - coordinating volunteers and vendors for various services
provided by SHS PTA for the graduating seniors, ie., graduation party and
rehearsals, graduation field decorations, and finally ticket checks and crowd
control.

● Co-Chair for Volunteer Coordinator at the SHS Library- assisting the SHS Library
staff with various needs.

VOLUNTEER, PEGASUS THERAPEUTIC RIDING; BREWSTER, NY; 2022-PRESENT

● Work with disabled and cognitively challenged children to teach them critical life
skills, along with mobility, balance, posture, coordination, concentration and
behavioral control employing equine-human interaction.

ASSISTANT PROJECT MANAGER, HIT CONTRACTING INC.; FALLS CHURCH, VA; JUNE
2003 - APRIL 2004

● Collaborated with cross-functional teams to successfully complete projects within
schedule and budget constraints.

● Assisted in project planning, resource allocation, and cost estimation.

● Monitored project progress, identified risks, and implemented effective
mitigation strategies.

● Fostered strong relationships with clients, contractors, and stakeholders,
ensuring client satisfaction and project success.

5 Melon Patch Lane, Westport, CT 06880 (203) 571-0562 ksbetfarhad@gmail.com
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SR. PROJECT ENGINEER, SWINERTON BUILDERS; SANTA CLARA, CA - SEP 2000 -
APRIL 2022

● Managed multiple engineering projects, overseeing planning design,
and execution phases.

● Led project teams, facilitating effective communication and coordination among
stakeholders.

● Conducted feasibility studies and developed comprehensive project proposals.

● Ensured compliance with regulatory standards and implemented quality control
measures.

ASSISTANT PROJECT ENGINEER, FIELD ENGINEER, PROJECT ESTIMATOR,
HENSEL PHELPS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY; SAN JOSE, CA; APRIL 1997 -
SEPTEMBER 2000

● Performed accurate cost estimation for construction projects, ensuring
competitive bidding.

● Managed on-site field operations, ensuring adherence to project specifications
and safety regulations.

● Coordinated with subcontractors, suppliers, and vendors to maintain project
timelines.

● Supported office operations, including document control, reporting, and
procurement activities.

EDUCATION
San Jose State University, San Jose, CA - Master of Science in Civil Engineering
with Structural and Transportation Concentration; 6 elective units remaining, fulfilled
all core requirements

San Jose State University, San Jose, CA - Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering
with concentrations in Transportation Engineering, Structural Engineering and
Construction Management, December 1997

5 Melon Patch Lane, Westport, CT 06880 (203) 571-0562 ksbetfarhad@gmail.com
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Westport RTM Transit Committee Meeting Report, June 20, 2023 
Meeting via Zoom 
 
Agenda: 

 The Committee met to discuss and interview candidates for the open position of Westport Transit District 
Director. 
 

In Attendance: 
RTM Transit Committee Members 

● Kristin Schneeman, Brien Buckman, Ross Burkhardt, Peter Gold, Nancy Kail, Sal Liccione, Dick Lowenstein, 
Claudia Shaum 

Others 
● Transit District Director candidates Karina Betfarhad, Sal Liccione 
● RTM members Andrew Colabella, Harris Falk, Lou Mall, Don O’Day 
● Thane Grauel (Westport Journal reporter), Jamie Walsh, John Suggs, Stephen Carpentieri 

 
The Transit Committee met via Zoom on June 20th to interview two candidates for the open Westport Transit District 
position (Peter Gold holds the other Director position), and to make a recommendation to the full RTM regarding the 
appointment of one of them.  Personnel issues such as this are typically handled in an executive session; however, Sal 
Liccione exercised his right to request that his interview be held in public meeting, and the committee did so.  Members 
asked a series of questions that were asked of both candidates, including:  

 Why are you interested in serving in this position? 
 What are some of your prior leadership experiences?  What skills and expertise do you feel you can bring to the 

table? 
 Do you have thoughts about the strategic direction of the Westport Transit District, what the most pressing 

transit/transportation needs in Westport are? 
 Have you had experience (professional or volunteer) in organizational management, budgeting, grant-writing, 

communications/marketing? 
 What attributes do you think are essential for successful board members?  What do you see as a board’s role 

and responsibilities? 
 
At the conclusion of Mr. Liccione’s interview, the committee voted to go into executive session to interview Ms. 
Betfarhad, employing the same set of questions.  At the conclusion of her interview, the committee discussed both 
candidates in executive session and then voted to return to public session.   
 
Claudia Shaum moved to recommend that the RTM appoint Karina Betfarhad to the position of Westport Transit 
District Director for the term of four years, and Brien Buckman seconded.  The vote was six in favor, with Mr. 
Burkhardt opposed.  Mr. Liccione abstained.   
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Library medical claims running far 
above budgeted amounts in FY22-23

Period

Budgeted 

Monthly 

Transfer

Monthly 

Claims B/(W) to Budget

Jul-22 42,070.59 114,586.60 $ (72,516.01)

Aug-22 43,628.76 89,795.54 $ (46,166.78)

Sep-22 43,628.76 22,057.24 $ 21,571.52

Oct-22 45,186.93 50,706.34 $ (5,519.41)

Nov-22 45,186.93 45,098.27 $ 88.66

Dec-22 45,186.93 28,031.80 $ 17,155.13

Jan-23 45,186.93 45,493.05 $ (306.12)

Feb-23 43,628.76 53,576.60 $ (9,947.84)

Mar-23 43,628.76 175,200.87 $ (131,572.11)

Apr-23 45,186.93 53,148.96 $ (7,962.03)

May-23 45,186.93 64,124.10 $ (18,937.17)

Jun-23 est 45,186.93 67,438.12 $ (22,251.19)

Full Year 22-23 $ 532,894.14 $ 809,257.49 $ (276,363.35)

Issue identification was delayed by 
“lumpy” billing

Period

Budgeted 

Monthly 

Transfer Actual Billing

YTD Net 

Accural 

Balance

Jul-22 42,070.59 42,070.59

Aug-22 43,628.76 85,699.35

Sep-22 43,628.76 167,080.09 -37,751.98

Oct-22 45,186.93 7,434.95

Nov-22 45,186.93 52,621.88

Dec-22 45,186.93 97,808.81

Jan-23 45,186.93 142,995.74

Feb-23 43,628.76 227,418.02 -40,793.52

Mar-23 43,628.76 2,835.24

Apr-23 45,186.93 48,022.17

May-23 45,186.93 398,106.93 -304,897.83

Jun-23 45,186.93

Full Year 22-23 $ 532,894.14 $ 792,605.04

1
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● Two ongoing claims (HIPAA cloaked) are 

running very high but each is below their 

$200K stop-loss ceiling 

FY Impact: $(200,000 +)

● Actual Per Employee Per Month rates 

are higher than the budgeting guidance 

from the Insurance agency:

- Budget PEPM rate: $1,558.17

- Actual PEPM rate: $1,732.78

FY Impact: $(60,764)

(Full year impact offset by open FT positions)

FY 22-23 overages are driven by a few 
extraordinary claims and higher rates

In fact, PEPM guidance has been too 
low for the past few years

FY

Budget 
Guidance

PEPM
Actual 
PEPM % diff

21-22 1,308.49 1,492.50 +14%

22-23 1,558.17 1,732.78 +11%

23-24 1,620.50 1,780.94 +10%

Note: Budget guidance received in January; Actual rates given in May/June

2
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Resulting in significant variances in the 
past three years

FY

Contributions vs. 

Claims Act/Bud

2008/2009 177,457.98 39.80%

2009/2010 113,293.41 27.30%

2010/2011 23,199.22 4.80%

2011/2012 23,159.10 4.60%

2012/2013 109,910.97 23.10%

2013/2014 88,862.04 20.40%

2014/2015 (112,541.48) -22.20%

2015/2016 62,378.13 11.20%

2016/2017 297,307.24 51.80%

2017/2018 (146,325.07) -25.60%

2018/2019 68,068.26 11.20%

2019/2020 61,694.95 11.10%

2020/2021 (199,406.90) -45.60%

2021/2022 (57,291.44) -12.50%

2022/2023 Fcst (276,363.29) -51.90%

● The handful of extraordinary claims will 

carry into the new claim year, with a 

stop-loss reset to $200K each.

FY Impact: unclear

● Library-specific PEPM rates maybe much 

higher than the budgeting guidance:

- Budget PEPM rate: $1,620.50

- Town PEPM rate: $1,781

- Library PEPM rate: $2,369 (+46%)

● Better budgeting approach will be 

needed going forward.

So we anticipate there may be an 
exposure in FY 23-24

3

Representative Town Meeting - PACKET - (Page 26 of 102) Page 3 of 3 General Attachment: BOF Libr ... claims FY22-23- Item _ 2.pdf (Page 3 of 3)



^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: RTM Library Museum and Arts _ Finance Committees Report- Item _ 2.pdf

1 

 

RTM Joint Committee Meeting of Library Museum and Arts & Finance Committees 
July 6, 2023 

Meeting via Zoom 
 
A joint committee meeting was held by zoom on July 6th to address a proposal from the Westport Library for a 
supplemental appropriation of $320,000 to cover unexpected medical claims for FY ‘22/’23. 
 
In attendance for the Westport Library 

• Bill Harmer – Executive Director 

• Scott Bennewitz – Trustee and Finance Chair 

• Meryl Kaplan – Director of Finance 
 
In attendance For RTM Finance: 

• Seth Braunstein – RTM Finance Committee  

• Nancy Kail– RTM Finance Committee  

• Don O’Day– RTM Finance Committee  

• Lyn Hogan – RTM Finance Committee 

• Noah Hammond – RTM Finance Committee 
 
In attendance for RTM Library and Media Art Committee: 

• Kristin Mott Purcell– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Candace Banks – RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Karen Kramer– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Lori Church – RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Harris Falk– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Julie Whamond– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Dick Lowenstein– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Wendy Bateau– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Brien Buckman– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  

• Mike Perry– RTM Library and Media Art Committee  
 

Others in attendance: 

• Chris Tait – RTM 

• Lou Mall – RTM  
 
Bill started by presenting a summary of how these unforeseen medical expenses arose: 

• Unexpected claims from a few employees that took the anticipated self-coverage much higher than budgeted for 
in FY ‘22/23 

• Significant procedures deferred b/c of COVID are now coming due 

• Expectations from the town-side consultant, Lockton, fell short despite being accurate for many years. 
 
Scott walked through a presentation of the numbers: 

• See presentation attached 

• $320,000 will make up for the extraordinary claims and refill the reserve which acts as the repository for over-age 
and underage of expenses on a month to month basis.  

• Going forward, we need to get a better handle on estimated expenses from Lockton 
 
The joint committees had a number of questions:  
 
When did you first know that there was a problem? 
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• Reporting is lumpy.  We first heard of it in June.   

• What is the difference between the town’s insurance program and library’s? 

• Is the $320,00 being requested the only request we will see 
o Probably not.  It will cover us for FY ‘22/23.  There may be an additional request for FY ‘23/24 

• What is the balance of the reserve account and how was it established? 
o We allocate $$ to the reserve Fund each month based on the estimates per employee per month as 

recommended by Lockton.  Monthly expenses are drawn each month from the reserve.  Some months 
are higher, some lower based on actual expenses 

• Aside from the differences between estimated expenses and actual expenses, is there a root cause to having to 
make this request now. 

o Yes.  Two extraordinary claims are driving a large part of the expense overage for this year 

• If the reserve is $200k today, what was the balance on July 1st?  
o $525,000 

• What is the employee cost sharing between the town, library and board of education?  
o The Library’s is 18.5% - You will need to ask Gary about the Town  

• Why wasn’t this addressed during the budget season? 
o We have to use 18-month old estimates for the budgeting process.  We didn’t have this data then 

• What would have happened if the Library had not maintained the high deductible plan when the Town and BofE 
changed their plans? 

o We have been told our program is not more expensive than the Town’s  

• What have the Library’s administration and board done to cut costs to address the overrun? 
o Meryl – We watch the budget very carefully.  It is hard to overcome this type of shortage with a budget 

as tight as ours.  
o Bill-if you look at the budget document from last year the town funding of the library as a % of the total 

budget has trended down while simultaneously increasing the services offered and delivering a five-star 
quality library.  

• Why has the Board of Trustees not voted on this appropriation request? 

• What happens if the RTM doesn’t approve the appropriation 
o The reserve will get drawn down  

• Is this a one and done?   
o This is extraordinary, but we can’t see what is coming 

• Is it appropriate to request a larger town review on healthcare across all of our municipal policies? 
 

Seth Braunstein asked for public comments and there were none.  Each committee voted.  Results are reported below: 
 
Voting for the Finance Committee was 4 - 0 - 1: 
 
Voting in favor of the appropriation 

• Nancy Kail 

• Seth Braunstein 

• Noah Hammond 

• Lyn Hogan 
Abstaining votes: 

• None 
Voting against the appropriation: 

• Don O’Day  
 
Voting for the Library, Museum & Arts Committee was 9 - 0 - 1: 
 
Voting in favor of the appropriation: 
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• Kristin Mott Purcell  

• Candace Banks  

• Karen Kramer  

• Lori Church  

• Harris Falk  

• Julie Whamond  

• Wendy Bateau  

• Brien Buckman  

• Mike Perry 
Abstaining votes: 

• None 
Voting against the appropriation: 

• Dick Lowenstein 
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RTM  PUBLIC WORKS & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 
 
DATE;  PW & Finance – Thursday July 6, 2023  
   
TIME;  PW/Fin - 7:30 PM meeting start, ZOOM 
   
 
 
PURPOSE;       Review requested expenditure for Pump Station #8, Public Works Center Paving and 

Sweeper replacement. 
  
PRESENTED BY; Peter Ratkiewich, Public Works Director 
    
Pump Station #8 - Mr. Ratkiewich requested an appropriation of $1,000,000.00 along with bond and note 
authorization to the Sewer Reserve Account for upgrades to Pump Station #8 at Nyala Farms.  The funds will be 
bonded over 19 years and will be fully paid for by the Nyala Farms Business Park.       
 
The Public Works Committee voted 8-0 to recommend and the Finance Committee voted 5-0 to recommend approval 
to the full RTM. 
 
Public Works Center Paving -  Mr. Ratkiewich requested an appropriation of $440,000.00 along with bond and 
note authorization to the Capital and Non-Recurring Fund Account for the re-paving of the Parsell Public Works 
Center.  The lot was last paved in the 1990’s and is subject to the daily wear and tear of heavy vehicles such as the 
snow plow trucks.  The existing asphalt has deteriorated and is currently broken up in several areas.  The existing 
asphalt will be reclaimed and used as base for the new asphalt.   
 
The Public Works Committee voted 8-0 to recommend and the Finance Committee voted 5-0 to recommend approval 
to the full RTM. 
 
Sweeper Replacement - Mr. Ratkiewich requested an appropriation of $300,000.00 to the Capital and Non-
Recurring Fund Account for the purchase of a new Elgin Sweeper to replace the current 2008 version.  The sweeper 
is heavily used March through June for town-wide Spring clean-up and routine sweeping through November at the 
beach/Saugatuck areas and downtown.  This equipment is starting to wear as it is constantly exposed to dirt, sand and 
debris.  The replacement of the sweeper is in the capital forecast for 2024 and will be fit out with lights, locator and 
radios after delivery.       
 
The Public Works Committee voted 8-0 to recommend and the Finance Committee voted 5-0 to recommend approval 
to the full RTM. 
 
In attendance; 
PW Comm - Jay Keenan (chair/reporter), Don O’Day (both), Matt Mandell, Jack Klinge, Lori Church,  
Dick Lowenstein, Chris Tait, Andrew Colabella 
Finance Comm – Seth Braunstein (chair), Lyn Hogan, Noah Hammond, Nancy Kail 
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Joint RTM Finance and Public Works Committee Meeting 

Appropriation of $225,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the 
Purchase of a Trackless MT-7 Multipurpose Machine  

July 6, 2023 

Meeting via Zoom 

 

The RTM Finance and Public Works Committees met jointly on July 6th to 
consider an appropriation request of $225,000 from the Director of Public Works 
to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the purchase of a Trackless MT-7 
Multipurpose machine.  This new machine would replace the aging MT-6 machine 
in use since 2014. 

The new MT-7 machine is in the Town’s FY 2024 Capital forecast at $210,000 

In Attendance for the RTM Finance Committee : 
 Seth Braunstein – Chairman 
 Noah Hammond 
 Nancy Kail 
 Don O’Day 
 Lyn Hogan 
 

In Attendance for the RTM Public Works Committee: 
 Jay Keenan – Chairman 
 Lori Church 
 Andrew Colabella 
 Jack Klinge 
 Dick Lowenstein 
 Matt Mandell 
 Don O’Day 
 Chris Tate 

 

Other Westport Officials in attendance: 
 Pete Ratkiewich – Public Works Director 
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DISCUSSION SUMMARY AND VOTE 
 
The MT-7 machine is a small versatile tractor used year-round for sidewalk 
sweeping, snow clearing and roadside lawn mowing.  Its smaller size allows the 
MT-7 to address tighter work areas and sidewalks that larger machines cannot 
access. 
   
The current price of a MT-7 machine is $220,000 with another $5,000 for safety 
lights, radio and a vehicle locator, is slightly higher than $210,000 amount in the 
Capital Forecast. 
 
Approval by the RTM, during this July meeting, would allow the Public Works to 
lock in the purchase price. 
 

The Finance Committee motion was made by Nancy Kail and 
seconded by Lyn Hogan.  The Committee voted unanimously, 5-0, to 
approve the request. 
 
The Public Works Committee motion was made by Andrew Colabella 
and seconded by Jack Klinge.  The Committee voted unanimously, 8-0, 
to approve the request. 
 
  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Don O’Day 
 
RTM District 3 
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July 6, 2023 

Joint RTM Finance and Public Works Committee Meeting 

To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an 
appropriation of $172,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the purchase of a John Deere 5105M 4WD 
Tractor. 
 

Meeting via Zoom 

In Attendance for the RTM Finance Committee : 

 Seth Braunstein – Chairman 
 Noah Hammond 
 Nancy Kail 
 Don O’Day 
 Lyn Hogan 
 

In Attendance for the RTM Public Works Committee: 
 Jay Keenan – Chairman 
 Chris Tait 
 Lori Church 
 Andrew Colabella 
 Jack Klinge 
 Dick Lowenstein 
 Matt Mandell 
 Don O’Day 

 

Other Westport Officials in attendance: 

 Pete Ratkiewich – Public Works Director 
 

DISCUSSION SUMMARY AND VOTE 
 
Public Works Director Peter Ratkiewich explained that this item has been on the capital forecast for 2024 at a price of 
$150k, but with the impact of inflation it has increased it to $166,635 plus upfitting for some additional equipment 
which rounds the total expense to $172K.  
 
He also explained the function of this piece of equipment and the role it plays in cutting grass on the side of roads and 
medians and how the arm allows it to reach over guide rails. This appropriation would allow the DPW to replace a 14 
year old unit that is showing significant wear and tear. Director Ratkiewich expects that the town will be able to get 
significant salvage on the tractor but less so on the extendable arm unit.  He also explained that they had a hydraulic 
failure in this unit last year which led to a close call for the operator of the unit and thus has deemed it an unsafe piece 
of equipment. 
 
For Finance Noah Hammond moved and was seconded by Lyn Hogan: passed 5 - 0 
For Public Works Andrew Colabella moved and was seconded by Lori Church: passed 8 - 0 
 
Report Submitted by Seth Braunstein 
Chair – RTM Finance Committee 
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Joint RTM Finance and Public Works CommiƩee MeeƟng 

AppropriaƟon of $562,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the 
CreaƟon of a Town-Wide Safe Street AcƟon Plan  

July 6, 2023 

MeeƟng via Zoom 

 

The RTM Finance and Public Works CommiƩees met to consider an appropriaƟon 
request of $562,000 from the Director of Public Works to the Capital and Non-
Recurring Account.  These funds will be used to hire a consultant who will create a 
comprehensive town-wide Plan that will prioriƟze steps to improve roadway 
safety and reduce or prevent serious injuries or fataliƟes on the roads in 
Westport. 

A comprehensive Plan is a required step to parƟcipate in the US Department of 
Transportaion’s Town-wide Safe Streets for All (SS4A).  Westport’s parƟcipaƟon in 
SS4A will result in a grant of Federal funds covering 80% of our cost, a 
reimbursement of $450,000.  Town officials will apply for that grant in 2024.  If we 
receive the grant, the net cost to Westport will be $112,500.  

This SS4A Plan, should funding be approved by the RTM, will begin with an RFP in 
July.  The Consultant selected will develop the Plan will be managed by 
Westport’s Department of Public Works as well as other commiƩee members 
from our Police and Fire Department who parƟcipated in the district by district 
road safety study commissioned by the First Selectwoman in 2022. 

In AƩendance for the RTM Finance CommiƩee : 
 Seth Braunstein – Chairman 
 Noah Hammond 
 Nancy Kail 
 Don O’Day 
 Lyn Hogan 

 
In AƩendance for the RTM Public Works CommiƩee: 
 Jay Keenan – Chairman 
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 Lori Church 
 Andrew Colabella 
 Jack Klinge 
 Dick Lowenstein 
 MaƩ Mandell 
 Don O’Day 
 Chris Tate 

 

Other Westport Officials in aƩendance: 
 Pete Ratkiewich – Public Works Director 
 

DISCUSSION SUMMARY AND VOTE 
 
CommiƩee members asked why a consultant was needed.  “Don’t we have 
enough informaƟon already” was a common refrain.  The answer from Public 
Works Director Ratkiewich is that the Plan must be completed by a qualified 
Traffic Engineer and Westport does not have someone with this qualificaƟon on 
staff.  Hence the need for a consultant and this appropriaƟon request. 
 
QuesƟons from RTM commiƩee members and the public voiced concern around 
how prior safety studies would be used and whether this Plan could actually lead 
to improvements on state-owned roads where Westport officials are not the 
decision makers.  Director Ratkiewich acknowledged this concern and stated that 
prior studies and public input would be shared with the consultant and stated 
that a U.S. Department of TransportaƟon approved Plan under the SS4A program 
would carry addiƟonal weight with the state. 
 
Further, several commiƩee members asked how we could be assured that this 
expenditure, will not simply result in a binder that is mailed and shelved with no 
further acƟon being taken.  This valid concern was recognized by Director 
Ratkiewich who embraced the importance of this effort and commiƩed to 
managing the outcome.  Director Ratkiewich also added the effecƟve public 
outreach will be done throughout the process. 
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The Finance CommiƩee moƟon was made by Nancy Kail and seconded 
by Don O’Day.  The vote to approve was unanimous at 5-0. 
 
The Public Works CommiƩee moƟon was made by Andrew Colabella 
and seconded by Lori Church.  The vote to approve was unanimous at 
8 – 0. 
 
  
 
Respecƞully SubmiƩed 
 
Don O’Day 
 
District 3 
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Historic District Commission 
 
Town Hall, 110 Myrtle Avenue 
Westport, CT 06880 
Westportct.gov 
Telephone (203) 341-1184 

July 5, 2023 
 
RTM Finance Committee 
RTM Public Works Committee 
RTM Library, Museum & Arts Committees 
 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
 
Regarding Item 8 of the agenda for your July 6, 2023 meeting, I am writing to advise that 
one of the bridges for which funding is requested—the Greens Farms Road Bridge (near 
Center Street)—is a notable early 20th century Craftsman style bridge.  It is one of 
several in Westport for which a study committee has been established for the purpose of 
potentially obtaining a thematic historic designation.  In fact, the Greens Farms Road 
bridge—due to its length and curvature—is perhaps the most significant of the remaining 
bridges.  A group of Westport residents is currently working with the HDC on a study 
report for these bridges. 
 
I am writing to respectfully request that any funding for engineering services for the 
Center Street Bridge be contingent on the requirement that project RFPs for this bridge 
prioritize historic restoration and flood mitigating remedial work versus demolition and 
replacement. 
 
Westport’s stone bridges are a significant link to Westport’s bucolic past, a fact that is 
reflected in Westport’s adopted 2017 Plan of Conservation and Development (Page 28, 
attached).  We trust that members will agree that the Greens Farms Road bridge is 
worthy of preservation and that engineering funding should support this goal. 
 
Regards,  
 
 
Scott Springer 
AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C 
HDC Vice Chair 
Chair, Stone Bridges Study Committee 
 

 

Historic District Commission 
 
Town Hall, 110 Myrtle Avenue 
Westport, CT 06880 
Westportct.gov 
Telephone (203) 341-1184 
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July 5th, 2023 

 

Subject: DPW funding request for Preliminary Engineering Services for Center Street and Greens Farms 

Road Bridges 

 

To:  Town of Westport RTM Public Works and Finance Committees 

 

CC:  Department of Public Works Director Peter Ratkiewich 

   

Dear members of the RTM Finance and Public Works committees: 

 

First the Greens Farms Association wishes to state we are in support of this request and appreciate the speed 

with which the town of Westport is now moving to mitigate flooding along Muddy Brook. Our comments are 

largely fine tuning what is a very comprehensive proposal by Tighe & Bond. 

 

1. While the proposal covers a great extent of flooding issues observed within Greens Farms, it does not 

address the problems that occur at the corner of the Post Road and Morningside South, which at times 

blocks access to Greens Farms Elementary School. We should not lose sight that this will need to be 

addressed. 

2. Task #4 – Hydrology. We want to ensure that the project investigates the need for stream clearing the 

portions of Muddy Brook that contribute to flooding. The wording in this task plus Figures #1 and #2 

seem to cover most of this concern, but the neighbors impacted want to make sure. 

3. Task #6 – Roadway Design. We applaud the Center Street improvements, including sidewalks. But the 

proposal needs to acknowledge the use of Greens Farms Road by runners and cyclists. 

4. Task #7 - Structural design. The Greens Farms Road bridge is a historic resource, which is not 

acknowledged in this proposal. While neighbor concerns are largely with flooding and public safety, it 

should be anticipated that historic resource preservation will become an issue to be dealt with. 

5. Task #8 - Public Outreach – the history of Muddy Brook is fraught with lack of alignment between town 

engineers and the neighbors who would benefit from flood mitigation efforts. We applaud the 

commitment here to this very important task and offer Association resources to assist.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Art Schoeller 

 

President – Green’s Farms Association 
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July 6, 2023 

Joint RTM Finance and Public Works Committee Meeting 

To take such action as the meeting may determine, upon the request of the Director of Public Works, to approve an 
appropriation of $260,000 to the Capital and Non-Recurring Account for the Preliminary Engineering Services for Center 
Street and Greens Farms Road Bridges. 

Meeting via Zoom 

In Attendance for the RTM Finance Committee : 

 Seth Braunstein – Chairman 
 Noah Hammond 
 Nancy Kail 
 Don O’Day 
 Lyn Hogan 
 

In Attendance for the RTM Public Works Committee: 
 Jay Keenan – Chairman 
 Chris Tait 
 Lori Church 
 Andrew Colabella 
 Jack Klinge 
 Dick Lowenstein 
 Matt Mandell 
 Don O’Day 

 

Other Westport Officials in attendance: 

 Pete Ratkiewich – Public Works Director 

 
Members of the Public: 

 Art Schoeller – President, Greens Farms Association (GFA) 

 
DISCUSSION SUMMARY AND VOTE 
 
Public Works Director Peter Ratkiewich provided some historical context for the area around Muddy Brook and the 
upstream and downstream implications that have followed from the series of fairly recent charettes that the town has 
conducted. He also provided the conclusions and action plan associated with the replacement of the bridge at Hillandale 
which had failed requiring an immediate intervention/replacement. All of this put the requested funds into perspective 
and why it was critical to address the entire area inclusive of the bridges at Center Street and Greens Farms Road 
downstream from the bridge at Hillandale.   
 
Director Ratkiewich explained that these funds would allow for an engineering study which will lead to preliminary 
engineering recommendations. He also acknowledged that the engineering element is only one of multiple 
considerations for these bridges including the historic significance of these structures. HDC is in the process of assessing 
the cultural significance of this bridge which will need to be part of the discussion when deciding on the rehabilitation or 
replacement of this bridge. He also recounted that generally we have seen similar bridge related studies end up with a 
recommendation for replacement due to structural issues. He would like to preserve as much of the historical elements 
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as possible while bringing the structure up to current standards - similar to what the town has done with the Kings 
Highway bridge. This study will be used to determine both the structural and hydraulic issues with these two bridges.  
 
We also heard from Art Schoeller, the President of the Greens Farms Association (GFA), who stressed that stream 
clearing needed to be included in this study/plan in addition to the bridge scrutiny - need a holistic approach that 
considers both in order to determine an effective solution. Art explained that while the GFA believes in historic 
preservation they are primarily concerned with the public safety aspects of the bridge. Art suggested that the study 
should not presuppose a commitment to historic preservation exclusively. The town needs the study and requires well 
researched answers to what has been a very difficult problem for decades. Art explained that this area has been a 
concern for the GFA going back to the 1970s and that there had been a long earned sense of futility about a workable 
solution ever being possible as previous efforts have failed due to mismatch between what the town has proposed and 
what neighbors have been willing to accept. Art finished by stating that recent developments have him feeling 
encouraged that a solution may actually emerge and that the GFA would like to play a role in helping to facilitate the 
public outreach. 
 
 
For Finance Nancy Kail moved and was seconded by Don O’Day: passed 5 - 0 
For Public Works Andrew Colabella moved and was seconded by Jack Klinge: passed 8 - 0 
 
Report Submitted by Seth Braunstein 
Chair – RTM Finance Committee 
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   ***REVISED DRAFT 6-26-23*** 
 

 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, TOWN OF WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 

Chapter 2 - ADMINISTRATION 

ARTICLE IV. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

Sec 2-90. - Fair Rent Commission 

 
(a)  Established. 

 
(1) Pursuant to and in conformity with C.G.S. §§ 7-148b through 7-148f, 47a-20 and 47a-
23c, there is hereby created a Fair Rent Commission (“Commission”) for the purpose of 
controlling and eliminating excessive rental charges for housing accommodations within the 
Town, and to carry out the purposes, duties, responsibilities and all provisions of the above 
described sections and any other sections of the statutes, as they may be amended from time to 
time, pertaining to fair rent commissions. 

 
(2) The Commission shall consist of five (5) members, all of whom shall be electors of the 
Town.  The members and alternates, and at least one (1) of whom shall be a residential tenant 
and at least one (1) of whom shall be a residential landlord.  The members shall be appointed 
by the First Selectman in accordance with Section C4-4 of the Town Charter, and according to 
the provisions of Chapter 3 of the Town Charter.  Members of the Commission shall serve 
without compensation. 

 
(3) Members of the Commission shall be appointed for staggered terms of four (4) years. 
Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled in the manner of original appointment for the 
unexpired portion of the term. Any member of the Commission may be reappointed in the 
manner of original appointment. 

 
(b) Powers 

 
(1) The Commission’s powers shall include the power to: 
 

a. Receive complaints, inquiries, and other communications concerning alleged excessive 
rental charges and alleged violations, including retaliation, of C.G.S. §§ 7-148b tothrough 
7-148f, inclusive, C.G.S. § 47a-20, C.G.S. §21-80a, and C.G.S. § 47a-23c in housing 
accommodations, except those accommodations rented on a seasonal basis, within its 
jurisdiction, which jurisdiction shall include mobile manufactured homes and mobile 
manufactured home park lots. “Seasonal basis” means housing accommodations rented 
for a period or periods aggregating not more than 120 days in any one calendar year. 
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“Rental charge” includes any fee or charge in addition to rent that is imposed or sought to 
be imposed upon a tenant by a landlord, and includes any charge that is already in effect; 
 

b. Make such studies and investigations regarding rental housing within the Town as are 
appropriate to carry out the duties and responsibilities delegated hereunder, and subject to 
the terms, limitations and conditions set forth herein; 
 

c. Conduct hearings onand receive complaints or requests for investigation submittedrelative 
to it by any personrental charges on housing accomodations, subject to the terms, 
limitations and conditions as set forth herein; 
 

d. Compel the attendance of persons at hearings, issue subpoenas and administer oaths, 
issue orders and continue, review, amend, terminate or suspend any of its orders and 
decisions; 

 
e. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether or not the rent for any housing 

accommodation is so excessive as to be harsh and unconscionable; 
 

f. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether the housing accommodation in 
question fails to comply with any municipal ordinance or state statute or regulation 
relating to health and safety; 
 

g. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether a landlord has engaged in 
retaliation in violation of subsection (f) below and make such orders as are authorized 
herein; 
 

h. Order a reduction of any excessive rent to an amount which is fair and equitable, and 
make such other orders as are authorized herein; 
 

i. Order the suspension or reduction of further payment of rent by the tenant until such time 
as the landlord makes the necessary changes, repairs or installations so as to bring such 
housing accommodation into compliance with any municipal ordinance or state statute 
or regulation relating to health and safety; 
 

j. Establish an escrow account with a local bank or financial institution into which it shall 
deposit all rent charges or other funds paid to it pursuant to subsection (e) below; and 
 

k. Carry out all other provisions of C.G.S. §§ 7-148b to 7-148f, inclusive, C.G.S. § 47a-20, 
21- 80a and C.G.S. § 47a-23c as now existing and as hereinafter amended, as they apply 
to fair rent commissions. 

 
(c) Determination of Excessive Rent 

 
(1) In determining whether a rental charge or a proposed increase in a rental charge is so 
excessive, with due regard to all the circumstances, as to be harsh and unconscionable, the 
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Commission shall consider such of the following circumstances as are applicable to the type of 
accommodation: 

 
a. The rents charged for the same number of rooms in other housing accommodations in the 

same and in other areas of the municipality; 
 

b. The sanitary conditions existing in the housing accommodations in question; 
 

c. The number of bathtubs or showers, flush waste closets, kitchen sinks and lavatory 
basins available to the occupants thereof; 

 
d. Services, furniture, furnishings and equipment supplied therein; 

 
e. The size and number of bedrooms contained therein; 

 
f. Repairs necessary to make such accommodations reasonably livable for the occupants 

accommodated therein; 
 

g. The amount of taxes and overhead expenses, including debt service, thereof; 
 

h. Whether the accommodations are in compliance with the ordinances of the Town and 
the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut relating to health and safety; 

 
i. The income of the petitioner and the availability of accommodations; 

 
j. The availability of utilities; 

 
k. Damages done to the premises by the tenant, caused by other than ordinary wear and 

tear; 
 

l. The amount and frequency of increases in rental charges; and 
 

m. Whether, and the extent to which, the income from an increase in rental charges has 
been or will be reinvested in improvements to the accommodations. 

 
(2) The rent of a tenant protected by C.G.S. § 47a-23c (certain seniors and persons with 
disabiliesdisabilities in buildings and complexes with five or more units) who files a complaint 
with the Commission pursuant to C.G.S. § 47a-23c(c)(2) may be increased only to the extent 
that such increase is fair and equitable, based on the criteria set forth above. 

 
(d) Procedures and Hearing on Complaints 

 
(1) Upon the filing of a complaint, the Commission  shall promptly notify all parties in 
writing of the receipt of the complaint. Such notice shall also inform the parties that the 
landlord is prohibited from retaliating against the tenant due to the filing of the complaint. It 
shall also inform the parties that, until a decision on the complaint is made by the Commission, 
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the tenant’s liability shall be for the amount of the last rent prior to the increase complained of 
or, if there is no such increase, the last agreed-upon rent, and that an eviction based upon non-
payment of rent cannot be initiated against a tenant who continues to pay the last agreed-upon 
rent during the pendency of the Commission proceeding. 
 
(2) If a complaint alleges housing conditions that violate a housing, health, building or other 
code or statute, the Commission shall notify the appropriate municipal office or agency, which 
may then concurrently exercise its own powers. In addition, the Commission may request that 
the appropriate municipal official or agency promptly investigate and provide a report to the 
Commission. 

 
(3) If two or more complaints are filed against the same landlord by tenants occupying 
different rental units in the same building, complex, or mobile home park that appear to raise 
the same or similar issues, the Commission may consolidate such claims for hearing. 

 
(4) The Commission or municipal staff may, to the extent practicable, encourage the parties 
to the complaint to reach a mutually satisfactory resolution through informal conciliation. 
Municipal staff (but not Commission members) may serve as informal conciliators. Any 
agreement to resolve the complaint shall be in writing and signed by the parties. 

 
(5) A hearing on the complaint shall be scheduled no later than thirty (30) days after the filing 
of the complaint, unless impracticable. Written notice of the date, time, and place of the 
hearing shall be given to the parties to the complaint at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing 
by first class and certified mail and, if practicable, by electronic mail. 

 
(6) All parties to a hearing shall have the right to be represented, to cross-examine witnesses, 
to examine documents introduced into evidence, and to call witnesses and introduce evidence. 
The testimony taken at a hearing shall be made under oath. Hearings shall be recorded. 

 
(7) In the event that there is insufficient time to complete a hearing or for other cause, the 
Commission shall have the power to adjourn the hearing to another time and date. 

 
(8) No sale, assignment, transfer of the housing accommodation in question or attempt to 
evict the tenant shall be cause for discontinuing any pending proceeding nor shall it affect the 
rights, duties and obligations of the Commission or the parties. 

 
(e) Rent Reduction Order and Repairs 

 
(1) The Commission shall render its decision at the same meeting at which the hearing on the 
complaint is completed or within thirty (30) days following such date, unless impracticable. In 
accordance with the state Freedom of Information Act, both the hearing itself and the 
deliberation by the Commission shall be open to observation by the public. Until a decision on 
the complaint is made by the Commission, the tenant’s liability shall be for the amount of the 
last rent prior to the increase complained of or, if there is no such increase, the last agreed-upon 
rent. 
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(2) If the Commission determines after a hearing that the rental charge or proposed increase 
in the rental charge for any housing accommodation is so excessive, based on the standards and 
criteria set forth in subsection (c) above, as to be harsh and unconscionable, it may order that 
the rent be limited to such an amount as it determines to be fair and equitable, effective the 
month in which the tenant filed the complaint.. A Commission’s orders may include, but are 
not limited to, a reduction in a rental charge or proposed rent increase; a delay in an increased 
rental charge until specified conditions, such as compliance with municipal code enforcement 
orders, have been satisfied; or a phase-in of an increase in a rental charge, not to exceed a fair 
and equitable rent, in stages over a period of time.  

 
(3) If the Commission determines after a hearing that a housing accommodation fails to 
comply with any municipal ordinance or state statute or regulation relating to health and safety, 
the Commission may order the suspension or reduction of further payment of rent by the tenant 
until such time as the landlord makes the necessary changes, repairs or installations so as to 
bring the housing accommodation into compliance with such laws, statutes, or regulations. If 
the Commission’s order constitutes a complete suspension of all rent, the rent during such 
period shall be paid to the Commission to be held in escrow subject to such ordinances or 
provisions as may be adopted by the town, city or borough. Upon the landlord’s full 
compliance with such ordinance, statute or regulation for which payments were made into such 
escrow, the Commission shall determine after hearing such distribution of the escrowed funds 
as it deems appropriate. 

 
(f) Retaliation 

 
(1) No landlord shall engage in retaliatory actions. Retaliatory actions by a landlord include 
but are not limited to the following: 

 
a. Engaging in any action prohibited by C.G.S. § 47a-20 or § 21-80a within six months 

after any event listed in such statutes, including but not limited to within six months 
after the tenant has filed a complaint with the Commission; 

 
b. Refusing to renew the lease or other rental agreement of any tenant; bringing or 

maintaining an action or proceeding against the tenant to recover possession of the 
dwelling unit; demanding an increase in rent from the tenant; decreasing the services 
to which the tenant has previously been entitled; or verbally, physically or sexually 
harassing a tenant because a tenant has filed a complaint with the Commission; 

 
c. Engaging in any other action determined by the Commission, after a hearing, to 

constitute landlord retaliation as set forth in C.G.S. 7-148d(b). 
 

(2)(1) In the initial notice scheduling a hearing or conciliation on a complaint, and in its notice 
of decision, the Commission shall include notice, in plain language, to landlords and tenants 
that retaliatory actions against tenants are prohibited under CGS § 47a-20 and which actions 
are not deemed retaliatory under CGS § 47a-20a. 

 
(3)(2) Any tenant who claims that the action of his or her landlord constitutes retaliatory action 
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may file a notice of such claim with the Commission. If the Commission determines, after a 
hearing, which hearing shall be expedited,Any tenant who claims that a landlord has retaliated 
in any manner against a tenant because the tenant has complained to the Commission may file 
a notice of such claim with the Commission. If the Commission determines, after a hearing, 
that a landlord has retaliated in any manner against a tenant because the tenant has complained 
to the Commission, the Commission may order the landlord to cease and desist from such 
conduct and order the landlord to withdraw or remediate such conduct as has already occurred. 

 
(g) Appeals 

 
(1) Any person aggrieved by any order or decision of the Commission may appeal to the 
Superior Court for the judicial district in which the Town is located within thirty (30) days of 
the issuance of the written notice of the decision to the parties. Such notice shall include notice 
of the right to appeal, the court to which an appeal may be taken, and the time in which an 
appeal must be filed. Unless otherwise directed by the Commission or the court, the filing of an 
appeal shall not stay any order issued by the Commission.  Any such appeal shall be considered 
a privileged matter with respect to the order of trial. 

 
(h) Failure to Comply with Commission Orders 

 
(1) Any person who violates any order of rent reduction or rent suspension by demanding, 
accepting or receiving an amount in excess thereof while such order remains in effect, and no 
appeal pursuant to § 7-148e is pending, or who violates any other provision of this 
chapterC.G.S. §§ 7-148b through 7-148e or C.G.S. § 47a-20 or 21-80a, or who refuses to obey 
any subpoena, order or decision of the Commission pursuant thereto shall be fined not less than 
$25 nor more than $100 for each offense. If such offense continues for more than five days, it 
shall constitute a new offense for each day it continues to exist thereafter. 

 
(2) The Commission, in its own name or through the municipality, may bring a civil action to 
any court of competent jurisdiction or take any other action in such a court to enforce any order 
of the Commission made pursuant to this subchapter, or to enjoin a violation or threatened 
violation of any order of the Commission. 

 
(i) Amendments to State Law. 

 
(1) Any amendments to the state law referring to fair rent commissions shall be 
automatically incorporated into this article and made a part hereof.  Any provisions and 
amendments to the Town Charter that apply to appointed commissions shall apply to the 
Commission. 
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***REVISED DRAFT 6-26-23*** 
 

 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, TOWN OF WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 

Chapter 2 - ADMINISTRATION 

ARTICLE IV. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

Sec 2-90. - Fair Rent Commission 

 
(a)  Established. 

 
(1) Pursuant to and in conformity with C.G.S. §§ 7-148b through 7-148f, 47a-20 and 47a-
23c, there is hereby created a Fair Rent Commission (“Commission”) for the purpose of 
controlling and eliminating excessive rental charges for housing accommodations within the 
Town, and to carry out the purposes, duties, responsibilities and all provisions of the above 
described sections and any other sections of the statutes, as they may be amended from time to 
time, pertaining to fair rent commissions. 

 
(2) The Commission shall consist of five (5) members, all of whom shall be electors of the 
Town, and at least one (1) of whom shall be a residential tenant and at least one (1) of whom 
shall be a residential landlord.  The members shall be appointed by the First Selectman in 
accordance with Section C4-4 of the Town Charter, and according to the provisions of Chapter 3 
of the Town Charter.  Members of the Commission shall serve without compensation. 

 
(3) Members of the Commission shall be appointed for staggered terms of four (4) years. 
Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled in the manner of original appointment for the 
unexpired portion of the term. Any member of the Commission may be reappointed in the 
manner of original appointment. 

 

(b) Powers 
 

(1) The Commission’s powers shall include the power to: 
 

a. Receive complaints, inquiries, and other communications concerning alleged excessive 
rental charges and alleged violations, including retaliation, of C.G.S. §§ 7-148b through 
7-148f, C.G.S. § 47a-20, C.G.S. §21-80a, and C.G.S. § 47a-23c in housing 
accommodations, except those accommodations rented on a seasonal basis, within its 
jurisdiction, which jurisdiction shall include mobile manufactured homes and mobile 
manufactured home park lots. “Seasonal basis” means housing accommodations rented 
for a period or periods aggregating not more than 120 days in any one calendar year. 
“Rental charge” includes any fee or charge in addition to rent that is imposed or sought to 
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be imposed upon a tenant by a landlord, and includes any charge that is already in effect; 
 

b. Make such studies and investigations as are appropriate to carry out the duties and 
responsibilities delegated hereunder, and subject to the terms, limitations and conditions 
set forth herein; 
 

c. Conduct hearings and receive complaints relative to rental charges on housing 
accomodations, subject to the terms, limitations and conditions as set forth herein; 
 

d. Compel the attendance of persons at hearings, issue subpoenas and administer oaths, 
issue orders and continue, review, amend, terminate or suspend any of its orders and 
decisions; 

 
e. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether or not the rent for any housing 

accommodation is so excessive as to be harsh and unconscionable; 
 

f. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether the housing accommodation in 
question fails to comply with any municipal ordinance or state statute or regulation 
relating to health and safety; 
 

g. Determine, after a hearing as set forth herein, whether a landlord has engaged in 
retaliation in violation of subsection (f) below and make such orders as are authorized 
herein; 
 

h. Order a reduction of any excessive rent to an amount which is fair and equitable, and 
make such other orders as are authorized herein; 
 

i. Order the suspension or reduction of further payment of rent by the tenant until such time 
as the landlord makes the necessary changes, repairs or installations so as to bring such 
housing accommodation into compliance with any municipal ordinance or state statute 
or regulation relating to health and safety; 

j. Establish an escrow account with a local bank or financial institution into which it shall 
deposit all rent charges or other funds paid to it pursuant to subsection (e) below; and 
 

k. Carry out all other provisions of C.G.S. §§ 7-148b to 7-148f, inclusive, C.G.S. § 47a-20, 
21- 80a and C.G.S. § 47a-23c as now existing and as hereinafter amended, as they apply 
to fair rent commissions. 

 

(c) Determination of Excessive Rent 
 

(1) In determining whether a rental charge or a proposed increase in a rental charge is so 
excessive, with due regard to all the circumstances, as to be harsh and unconscionable, the 
Commission shall consider such of the following circumstances as are applicable to the type of 
accommodation: 
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a. The rents charged for the same number of rooms in other housing accommodations in the 
same and in other areas of the municipality; 
 

b. The sanitary conditions existing in the housing accommodations in question; 
 

c. The number of bathtubs or showers, flush waste closets, kitchen sinks and lavatory 
basins available to the occupants thereof; 

 
d. Services, furniture, furnishings and equipment supplied therein; 

 
e. The size and number of bedrooms contained therein; 

 
f. Repairs necessary to make such accommodations reasonably livable for the occupants 

accommodated therein; 
 

g. The amount of taxes and overhead expenses, including debt service, thereof; 
 

h. Whether the accommodations are in compliance with the ordinances of the Town and 
the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut relating to health and safety; 

 
i. The income of the petitioner and the availability of accommodations; 

 
j. The availability of utilities; 

 
k. Damages done to the premises by the tenant, caused by other than ordinary wear and 

tear; 
 

l. The amount and frequency of increases in rental charges; and 
 

m. Whether, and the extent to which, the income from an increase in rental charges has 
been or will be reinvested in improvements to the accommodations. 

 
(2) The rent of a tenant protected by C.G.S. § 47a-23c (certain seniors and persons with 
disabilities in buildings and complexes with five or more units) who files a complaint with the 
Commission pursuant to C.G.S. § 47a-23c(c)(2) may be increased only to the extent that such 
increase is fair and equitable, based on the criteria set forth above. 

 
(d) Procedures and Hearing on Complaints 

 
(1) Upon the filing of a complaint, the Commission  shall promptly notify all parties in 
writing of the receipt of the complaint. Such notice shall also inform the parties that the 
landlord is prohibited from retaliating against the tenant due to the filing of the complaint.  
 
(2) If a complaint alleges housing conditions that violate a housing, health, building or other 
code or statute, the Commission shall notify the appropriate municipal office or agency, which 
may then concurrently exercise its own powers. In addition, the Commission may request that 
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the appropriate municipal official or agency promptly investigate and provide a report to the 
Commission. 

 
(3) If two or more complaints are filed against the same landlord by tenants occupying 
different rental units in the same building, complex, or mobile home park that appear to raise 
the same or similar issues, the Commission may consolidate such claims for hearing. 

 
(4) The Commission or municipal staff may, to the extent practicable, encourage the parties 
to the complaint to reach a mutually satisfactory resolution through informal conciliation. 
Municipal staff (but not Commission members) may serve as informal conciliators. Any 
agreement to resolve the complaint shall be in writing and signed by the parties. 

 
(5) A hearing on the complaint shall be scheduled no later than thirty (30) days after the filing 
of the complaint, unless impracticable. Written notice of the date, time, and place of the 
hearing shall be given to the parties to the complaint at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing 
by first class and certified mail and, if practicable, by electronic mail. 

 
(6) All parties to a hearing shall have the right to be represented, to cross-examine witnesses, 
to examine documents introduced into evidence, and to call witnesses and introduce evidence. 
The testimony taken at a hearing shall be made under oath. Hearings shall be recorded. 

 
(7) In the event that there is insufficient time to complete a hearing or for other cause, the 
Commission shall have the power to adjourn the hearing to another time and date. 

 
(8) No sale, assignment, transfer of the housing accommodation in question or attempt to 
evict the tenant shall be cause for discontinuing any pending proceeding nor shall it affect the 
rights, duties and obligations of the Commission or the parties. 

 
(e) Rent Reduction Order and Repairs 

 
(1) The Commission shall render its decision at the same meeting at which the hearing on the 
complaint is completed or within thirty (30) days following such date, unless impracticable. In 
accordance with the state Freedom of Information Act, both the hearing itself and the 
deliberation by the Commission shall be open to observation by the public.  

 
(2) If the Commission determines after a hearing that the rental charge or proposed increase 
in the rental charge for any housing accommodation is so excessive, based on the standards and 
criteria set forth in subsection (c) above, as to be harsh and unconscionable, it may order that 
the rent be limited to such an amount as it determines to be fair and equitable. A Commission’s 
orders may include, but are not limited to, a reduction in a rental charge or proposed rent 
increase; a delay in an increased rental charge until specified conditions, such as compliance 
with municipal code enforcement orders, have been satisfied; or a phase-in of an increase in a 
rental charge, not to exceed a fair and equitable rent, in stages over a period of time.  

 
(3) If the Commission determines after a hearing that a housing accommodation fails to 
comply with any municipal ordinance or state statute or regulation relating to health and safety, 
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the Commission may order the suspension of further payment of rent by the tenant until such 
time as the landlord makes the necessary changes, repairs or installations so as to bring the 
housing accommodation into compliance with such laws, statutes, or regulations. If the 
Commission’s order constitutes a complete suspension of all rent, the rent during such period 
shall be paid to the Commission to be held in escrow subject to such ordinances or provisions 
as may be adopted by the town, city or borough.  

 
(f) Retaliation 

 
(1) In the initial notice scheduling a hearing or conciliation on a complaint, and in its notice 
of decision, the Commission shall include notice to landlords and tenants that retaliatory 
actions against tenants are prohibited under CGS § 47a-20 and which actions are not deemed 
retaliatory under CGS § 47a-20a. 

 
(2) Any tenant who claims that a landlord has retaliated in any manner against a tenant 
because the tenant has complained to the Commission may file a notice of such claim with the 
Commission. If the Commission determines, after a hearing, that a landlord has retaliated in 
any manner against a tenant because the tenant has complained to the Commission, the 
Commission may order the landlord to cease and desist from such conduct. 

 
(g) Appeals 

 
(1) Any person aggrieved by any order or decision of the Commission may appeal to the 
Superior Court for the judicial district in which the Town is located within thirty (30) days of 
the issuance of the written notice of the decision to the parties. Such notice shall include notice 
of the right to appeal, the court to which an appeal may be taken, and the time in which an 
appeal must be filed. Unless otherwise directed by the Commission or the court, the filing of an 
appeal shall not stay any order issued by the Commission.  Any such appeal shall be considered 
a privileged matter with respect to the order of trial. 

 
(h) Failure to Comply with Commission Orders 

 
(1) Any person who violates any order of rent reduction or rent suspension by demanding, 
accepting or receiving an amount in excess thereof while such order remains in effect, and no 
appeal pursuant to § 7-148e is pending, or who violates any other provision of C.G.S. §§ 7-
148b through 7-148e or C.G.S. § 47a-20, or who refuses to obey any subpoena, order or 
decision of the Commission pursuant thereto shall be fined not less than $25 nor more than 
$100 for each offense. If such offense continues for more than five days, it shall constitute a 
new offense for each day it continues to exist thereafter. 

 
(2) The Commission, in its own name or through the municipality, may bring a civil action to 
any court of competent jurisdiction or take any other action in such a court to enforce any order 
of the Commission made pursuant to this subchapter, or to enjoin a violation or threatened 
violation of any order of the Commission. 

 
(i) Amendments to State Law. 
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(1) Any amendments to the state law referring to fair rent commissions shall be 
automatically incorporated into this article and made a part hereof.  Any provisions and 
amendments to the Town Charter that apply to appointed commissions shall apply to the 
Commission. 
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Report of the RTM Health and Human Services Committee 
July 11, 2023

The Committee met on 5/24/23 and 6/12/23 to discuss and make a recommendation to the RTM on a proposed 
ordinance to establish by an act of the city/town legislative body a Westport Fair Rent Commission pursuant to 
and in conformity with C.G.S. §§ 7-148b through 7-148f, 47a-20 and 47a-23c, there is hereby created a Fair 
Rent Commission (“Commission”) for the purpose of controlling and eliminating excessive rental charges for 
housing accommodations within the Town, and to carry out the purposes, duties, responsibilities and all 
provisions of the above described sections and any other sections of the statutes, as they may be amended from 
time to time, pertaining to fair rent commissions as mandated by statute

Members Present 5/24/23 were Wendy Batteau, Jessica Bram, Harris Falk, Jack Klinge, Sal Liccione, Kristin 
Schneeman, Chris Tait, Julie Whamond.  Assistant Town Attorney Eileen Flug and Aspetuck Health District 
Mark Cooper also attended and participated. Those RTM members and Attorney Flug were also present 6/12/23.

The Westport Ordinance was prepared by Attorney Eileen Flug, First Selectwoman Jen Tooker, and Police Chief 
Foti Koskinas, based on the group Home Connecticut’s Toolkit on Fair Rent Commissions sample ordinance and
ordinances from other Connecticut communities. The statute is included in RTM packets. 

Time issues had prevented most committee members from considering the first and then a revised version of the 
town ordinance and checklist  on 5/24. Questions arose as to which language was state-mandated and which was 
in the town’s discretion. Attorney Flug agreed to create  a redlined clarifying version of the ordinance for a 
meeting continuation. The HHS Committee reconvened on June 12, 2023 with that information and a third 
iteration of the ordinance. The same committee members were present. 

Discussion:  

The express purpose of the ordinance mandated by the state is to provide residential tenants (though not short-
term renters) a venue for addressing complaints about rents they deem to be unfair.  While landlords may also 
have legitimate grievances about some tenant behavior, the commission will not address these; court is still the 
venue for residential landlords. The ideal commission objective, however, is to encourage parties to find a 
resolution before formal proceedings begin.

The authorities granted to a fair rent commission include the authority to receive and investigate rent complaints,
issue subpoenas, administer oaths, hold hearings, and order landlords to reduce rents for specific reasons. When 
a commission finds that rental housing does not meet the local or state health or safety requirements for housing,
the commission may suspend rent payments until the housing is brought into compliance. Also, a commission 
may order a landlord to stop any retaliation against a tenant who makes a complaint to the commission. 
 

Committee members were concerned that language such as “unconscionable”, equitable”, and “fair” is vague 
and could be considered too subjective. Attorney Flug pointed out that these terms have meanings under law. 
Aspetuck Health District Mark Cooper explained the process used by the health district when they received 
complaints about unsanitary conditions. The ordinance does also spell out some considerations the commission 
should take into account.  The HHS Committee expressed the opinion that the Commission should, as soon as 
constituted, create detailed written objective guidelines for its activities.

RTM members have in connection with the creation of prior commissions had strong reservations about granting
ordinary citizens subpoena powers.  Because this authority is mandated here by the state, the committee 
expressed concern that Commission members with experience in using it be selected.

 If the commission finds housing in question to be below local or state health and safety requirements, it can 
require rent be paid to an escrow account rather than to the landlord.  Because the municipality is responsible for
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making provisions for the account, questions about where and how it would be held arose;  Specific information 
about how and where an escrow account for the rent and for any fines incurred was to be confirmed.

 Questions about how remediation of unsatisfactory housing would be evaluated are not addressed by the statute;
the committee thought this should be made part of the commission guidelines

Retaliation by landlords against complaining tenants is also prohibited, and the Commission can order the 
landlord to cease and desist.  No remedies for not desisting are specified. However, the Commission can appeal 
to the courts.

The state legislature is now considering various changes to statutes regarding housing and rental matters. This 
ordinance accounts for changes by directing those shall be incorporated in the town ordinance.

To understand he scope and context of the likely work of the commission we had attempted  get information 
about the number of town renters, average prices for various housing categories, nature and number of past 
complaints, and the like. This was not available.

 Amendments by the committee:

The primary authority the town holds is determining the composition of the Commission and selecting its 
members. Statute specifies a group of 3-9.  The sample ordinance and those of most other communities we 
reviewed included 7 members.  Our initial ordinance specified 5.  Other communities specified membership 
should include at least 1 renter (residential) and 1 landlord (residential) in addition to other members of neither 
category. The Administration was hesitant to include 7 members, worrying about a lack of volunteers.  The 
Committee voted unanimously(motion Klinge, 2nd Schneeman) to amend this section of the ordinance to create a 
commission of 5 members, of which 1 must be a residential renter, 1 a residential landlord, and 3 of neither 
category; 3 alternates – 1 in each category; and that a quorum must include an equal number of renters and 
landlords, to prevent even an appearance of bias. This provision is included in ordinances of some other towns.

 In response to the requested amendment A revised  a 4th draft of the ordinance dated 6/26/23,  requires the 
committee to include 1 residential tenant and  1landlord,but does not specify alternates and the composition of a 
quorum.  As Attorney Flug pointed out, the RTM can create such an amendment  requiring these at this meeting.

Two Committee members also spoke for an amendment (Liccione, 2nd,Falk) requiring that the RTM oversee 
member selection.  Attorney Flug was to check the legality of this process and will have the answer for our July 
meeting.  The amendment did not pass at that time.

The Committee voted unanimously on a motion by Klinge and seconded by Schneeman, to recommend the 
ordinance with the committee-approved amendment to the RTM. As noted above, a slightly different version of 
the ordinance (without the full amendment) is under consideration tonight.

Respectfully Submitted,

Wendy Batteau
Health and Human Services Committee Chair and Reporter
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TO:  Representative Town Meeting 
 
FROM: RTM Ordinance Committee 
 
SUBJECT:  Review proposed ordinance creating a Fair Rent Commission 
Ordinance 

 
 
Meeting of May 24, 2023 (joint with Health and Human Services committee) 
 
Members present: Brandi Briggs (Chair), Ellen Lautenberg, Kristin Schneeman, Lauren 
Karpf and Stephen Shackelford. Peter Gold recused himself from this meeting. 
 
Others present: Assistant Town Attorney Eileen Flug, Wendy Batteau, Julie Whamond, 
Sal Liccione, Jessica Bram, Jack Klinge, Harris Falk, Jeffrey Wieser and Mark Cooper. 
 
On May 24, 2003, the Ordinance committee met by Zoom to discuss and review the 
proposed ordinance to create a Fair Rent Commission Ordinance.  The state of 
Connecticut passed a law that all towns over 25,000 residents need to create a fair rent 
ordinance.  Assistant Town Attorney Eileen Flug worked with First Selectwoman Jen 
Tooker and Police Chief Koskinas to create the Westport Fair Rent Commission 
Ordinance.   
 
Jack Klinge asked if there was a history of rent disputes in Westport and Attorney Flug 
had no known history of disputes.   We then began discussing the composition of the 
commission, who should appoint the commission members, is five a desirable number of 
commissioners and could it be filled.  Sal Liccione suggested that the members be 
appointed by the RTM.  Ms. Flug said that the Town charter states that the First 
Selectperson appoints most of the commissions in Westport.  Wendy Batteau asked about 
alternates to make it easier for a quorum and about making there be a specified number of 
landlords and tenants to ensure that the entre commission was not made up of one or the 
other.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding this topic but a decision was not made. 
Attorney Flug stated that the state law of minority representation would apply to this 
committee-no more than 3 members of one political party could be on the five-member 
commission at one time.   
 
Jessica Bram addressed the question of subjectivity and who determines if fair and 
equitable. Ms. Flug said there were not specific guidelines and that common sense should 
prevail. Parties will be able to present evidence-what median rent is, tenant can provide 
evidence of code violations, etc.   
 
Mark Cooper stated that sometimes, unsanitary conditions could be the fault of the 
tenant- hoarding, not cleaning out old food or letting mold grow that is not the fault of the 
landlord.  He suggested taking out “sanitary” and adding “housing code enforcement.” 
Ms. Flug said that much of the language is straight out of the statute and cannot be 
changed.  She also said there will be an administrator of complaints that will get assigned 

Representative Town Meeting - PACKET - (Page 100 of 102) Page 1 of 3 General Attachment: RTM Ordi ... mittee Report- Item _ 11.pdf (Page 1 of 3)



General Attachment: RTM Ordinance Committee Report- Item _ 11.pdf

by the First Selectperson.  There was a discussion regarding retaliation and if the statute 
requires the commission to deal with retaliation which Ms. Flug said it does.   
 
The Ordinance committee then discussed if we should vote on this tonight.  It was 
determined that everyone was comfortable voting on the language tonight but if there 
were substantive changes made at the next Health and Human Services committee 
meeting then we should meet again.  We agreed that there were some unanswered 
questions, especially regarding the makeup of the commission but that it was not in the 
purview of the Ordinance committee to make those determinations.  The committee then 
reviewed the text of the ordinance and made any necessary changes to the language.  The 
HHS committee asked Ms. Flug to give them a redline version highlighting everything 
that is in the state statute and cannot be changed.    
 
Kristin Schneeman made a motion and Stephen Shackelford seconded that the proposed 
Fair Rent Commission ordinance is ready for full RTM review.  The vote was unanimous 
that the ordinance is ready for full RTM review.   
 
 
Meeting of July 10, 2023 
 
Members present: Brandi Briggs (Chair), Ellen Lautenberg, Kristin Schneeman, and Lyn 
Hogan. Peter Gold recused himself from this meeting. 
 
Others present: Assistant Town Attorney Eileen Flug 
 
The Ordinance committee met again on July 10, 2023 to discuss the changes that had 
been made at the Health and Human Services meeting and by Attorney Flug.  Attorney 
Flug presented the changes.  The primary change was that there would be five members 
of the commission but there is now a requirement that there be one landlord and one 
tenant on the commission to bring more balance.  First Selectwoman Jen Tooker had 
agreed to these changes.  There were no alternates added to the commission because 
these positions can be hard to fill and they did not want to stall the commission if 
alternates could not be found.  Attorney Flug stated that many of the changes she made 
was to make the Westport ordinance more consistent with the state statute, not the model 
ordinance.  
 
Ellen Lautenberg asked if all five members are not available, could the commission still 
meet which Ms. Flug said yes, they could still meet with less than 5 members present.  
Ms. Lautenberg asked about rent payments while complaint was ongoing and Ms. Flug 
said it was not the ordinance or commission role to advise tenants on what they should do 
or pay pending a hearing and it is not in the state statute.   
 
Kristin Schneeman asked about the balance of landlord/tenant-could be 4 landlords, 1 
tenant, etc. Ms. Flug replied that the goal of the First Selectperson would be to find 
balance among the commissioners.   
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After concluding that the ordinance was ready, Kristin Schneeman made a motion and 
Ellen Lautenberg seconded that the proposed Fair Rent Commission ordinance is ready 
for full RTM review.  The vote was unanimous that the Fair Rent Commission ordinance 
is ready for full RTM review.   
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