
































HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY - BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 
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Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism, One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor, Hartford, CT 06103

* Note: Please attach any additional or expanded information on a separate sheet.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Building Name (Common) ______________________________________________________________________

Building Name (Historic) _______________________________________________________________________

Street Address or Location ______________________________________________________________________

Town/City __________________________ Village ________________________ County ___________________

Owner(s) _______________________________________________________________          Public          Private

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Present Use: _________________________________________________________________________________

Historic Use: _________________________________________________________________________________

Accessibility to public: Exterior visible from public road?        Yes       No   

Interior accessible?        Yes        No   If  yes, explain __________________________________________________

Style of  building _______________________________________________  Date of  Construction ____________

Material(s) (Indicate use or location when appropriate):

Clapboard Asbestos Siding  Brick  Wood Shingle  Asphalt Siding 

 Fieldstone Board & Batten  Stucco  Cobblestone  Aluminum Siding 

Concrete (Type ______________) Cut Stone ( Type ______________)  Other ______________

Structural System

Wood Frame       Post & Beam Balloon Load bearing masonry     Structural iron or steel

 Other _______________________

Roof (Type)

Gable  Flat  Mansard Monitor  Sawtooth

 Gambrel Shed  Hip  Round  Other ___________________________
(Material) 

Wood Shingle  Roll Asphalt  Tin  Slate  Asphalt Shingle 

 Built up Tile Other ____________________

Number of  Stories: __________   Approximate Dimensions __________________________________________

Structural Condition:        Excellent       Good        Fair        Deteriorated  

Exterior Condition:        Excellent       Good        Fair        Deteriorated

Location Integrity:        On original site        Moved     When? _____________  

Alterations?       Yes        No    If  yes, explain: _______________________________________________________

FOR OFFICE USE:   Town #_______     Site # _______      UTM ______________________________________

          District:        S        NR     If  NR, Specify:       Actual        Potential
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Historic Resources Inventory

PROPERTY INFORMATION (CONT’D)

Related outbuildings or landscape features:
 Barn  Shed  Garage  Carriage House  Shop  Garden
 Other landscape features or buildings: _______________________________________________________

Surrounding Environment:

 Open land Woodland Residential Commercial Industrial Rural    

 High building density  Scattered buildings visible from site

• Interrelationship of  building and surroundings:

• Other notable features of  building or site (Interior and/or Exterior) 

Architect ______________________________________ Builder _______________________________________

• Historical or Architectural importance: 

• Sources:

Photographer __________________________________________________________ Date _________________

View __________________________________________________________ Negative on File _______________

Name ________________________________________________________________ Date _________________

Organization ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

• Subsequent fi eld evaluations:

Threats to the building or site:

 None known  Highways Vandalism Developers Renewal  Private   

 Deterioration  Zoning  Other ________________ Explanation ________________
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CONTINUATION SHEET      17 Vineyard Lane, Westport, CT 
 

 
Architectural Description 
 
The house at 17 Vineyard Lane is a Colonial Revival-style house built in 1962. The façade of this house faces 
east and the wide gabled roof covers a two-story, central portion of the house which is arranged with the 
ridge parallel to the street. There are narrow overhangs of the roof at the eaves and rake. A n exterior brick 
chimney is found on the southern side of the house. The southern extension from the main section features a 
shed-roofed dormer along the second story of the façade. Two square, three-over-three double-hung sash 
windows provide light to the second story which features a tripartite picture window. This window is shielded 
by a shed-roofed overhang. Paired windows light the second story of the central section which includes an 
off-center entrance on the first story. This is shielded by a slight overhang supported by slender posts. A 
single-story wing extends from the northern elevation and features one pair of narrow, sox-light windows. 
The house is clad in a combination of wood shingle and board-and-batten siding and rests on the low, poured 
concrete foundation. 
 
Historical or Architectural Importance 
Before 1960, the approximately 42.25 acres stretching northwest from the corner of Bayberry Lane and Cross 
Highway were owned by the Masiello family. In 1954, Christine Masiello, James Masiello, Mary Masiello, 
Celestia Masiello and Jennie Lanzetta subdivided the property into 35 lots ranging in size from one acre to 



2.011 acres. They arranged two streets through the land – James Lane and Masiello Farm Road (now called 
Vineyard Lane).  
 
James Masiello emigrated to the United States from Italy in 1894. His wife, Teresa, and at least three of their 
eleven children – Jennie, Celestia, and Rose – arrived three years later. By 1910, the family had settled in 
Westport on Cross Highway where James maintained a relatively large farm. By this time, Celestia and Rose 
had found employment in a corset factory, Jennie worked the farm with her father and the three youngest 
Masiello children - Mary, Christina and James Jr. – seem to have been in school. Within the decade, Mary, 
Christine and James were the only kids still at home, although a cousin named Daniel moved in with the 
family to help tend to the farm. 
 
By the time the 1950 census was compiled, James and Teresa had both died. James, Mary and her husband 
Daniel, and Christine and her husband Anthony (both Mary and Christine married their cousins), had found 
occupations that were slightly tangential to tending a traditional farm. James and Daniel were wholesalers of 
produce while Christine managed a grocery store that also had a gas pump. This little store was situated on 
Cross Highway and was called “Christie’s.” The store still exists and is occupied by current restaurant “The 
Porch at Christie’s” alongside a small garage. Christine and Mary Masiello lived with their families near the 
store: their houses were likely those listed as Lot 1 and Lot 34 on Town Clerk Map 3878. Although not verified 
by title searches Lot 1 is likely the present 147 Cross Highway and 163 Cross Highway. James lived on 
Bayberry Lane, on the lot now occupied by 167 Bayberry Lane (Lot 24 on Town Clerk Map 3878). 
 
After the subdivision in 1954, the land remained in Masiello hands for another seven years. It was not until 
1961, that the Masiellos transferred interests in their property to Pace Builders, Inc. (WLR 189:107), a 
Westport-based company headquartered on State Street East and run by Adolf Bialek (Westport City 
Directory, 1963). By the mid-1960s, Adolf was president of multiple construction companies including Carol 
Construction Co. Inc., Rivergate Park Inc., Hockanum Woods Inc. and Pace Builders, Inc. (Westport City 
Directory, 1966).  
 
The Masiellos quit their claims on the property listed as Lot 8 on Town Clerk Map 3878 in 1962 (WLR 197:328) 
and the next year, Pace Builders transferred ownership to Joan Rosen (WLR 198:545). Joan’s husband, Ronald 
worked at Seaboard Life Insurance Company whose headquarters were at 5 Village Square (Westport City 
Directory 1966). The Rosens owned 17 Vineyard Lane until 1973 (WLR 342:121) when Eric and Beverly Foote 
purchased the home. Eric worked as a materials manager for the Dictaphone Corporation in Bridgeport 
(Westport City Directory 1972). 
 

 



















































From: Amy
To: Douglass, Donna
Cc: Alan Zipkin
Subject: Fillow Flower Estates --Suburban Development circa 1955
Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2022 9:25:02 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Westport's email system. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning, Donna Douglass, 
I hope you are well. 

Amy Zipkin, here, a 37.5 year resident of Westport, Connecticut. 

 I write to you today with a bit of Westport history and a concern that this history is about to be erased in the
name of progress and higher tax base for the town. 
 
I live at 31 Sniffen Road. My home is part of a development of 88 homes that were erected on non-
conforming .28 and .30 lots in 1955 and 1956 and at the time called Fillow Flower Estates.

It was a time when I-95 was being constructed (it would open in 1958) and as you likely know split in half
an existing community in Saugatuck. 

Between 1950 and 1960 according to U.S. Census Bureau statistics, the town’s population nearly doubled
from 11,000 to almost 21,000. And this development, according to those who lived here then, was part of
that boom.

As the story was told to me, the property had been a nursery and was sold to a developer named Raymond
Winnick. The town granted Mr. Winnick a zoning variance to build on smaller lots, then thought better of it
and tried to rescind it. 

Mr. Winnick however, was apparently undeterred. In the middle of the night he poured concrete
foundations for the homes and the town, apparently unwilling to engage in a legal battle relented. 

I should add here the original deed for the homes came with communal water rights to Lees Pond. How and
why these rights were never passed on to subsequent owners remains something of a mystery.

Several months ago, Judith Eden, who I believe was the last surviving original owner of one of the
properties—30 Sniffen Road passed away.

Last week, not one but two demolition signs appeared on the property, one on the grass, the other on the
house. 

The streets that comprise Fillow Flower Estates—Sniffen Road, Loren Lane and Calumet Road and Fillow
Street on the other side of Clinton Avenue are among the last of what could be considered an actual starter
neighborhood in Westport. 

Up until now there have been a few “tear downs” on Sniffen Road  but for the most part these are at the
perimeter of the development.

mailto:amyzipkin@gmail.com
mailto:ddouglass@westportct.gov
mailto:azipkin3@aol.com


Now it appears a builder, Anthony Baldino, is about to propose a home way out of size and scale and price
for the neighborhood. 

While such a house would likely bring additional money to town coffers, it would also eliminate an entry
level house in the town.

Several homes in the development, 7 Sniffen Road ongoing, 12 Fillow Street for another, have been
redeveloped within the existing footprint in keeping with the size and scale of the development. 

Westport has a Demolition Delay Ordinance. I urge the members of the HDC not to simply rubber stamp a
demolition but use the time this ordinance allows to delve into the rich history of Fillow Flower Estates and
to familiarize themselves with options other than demolition for 30 Sniffen Road.

And I would welcome the chance to discuss with you how the building of Fillow Flower Estates embodied
suburban development of mid-20th century America, as much a part of Westport’s prosperity as any other
interval of time. 

Thank you for your consideration,
Amy Zipkin
amyzipkin@gmail.com
203 226-7825

mailto:amyzipkin@gmail.com
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