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Dear Westport Voter

. Here is your Voter’s Guide prepared by the League of Women Voters of Westport It is pub-
lished annually as each November election approaches.

The Guide represents several things. Arnong them is our non-partisan oornxmtment to help-

~ ing voters pull those little levers with some knowledge of the candidates an.d the issues. It
represents also our conviction that we live in a community whose citizens believe that the
right to vote entails a responsibility to compare and contrast — thoughtfully the candldates
‘and their views on these issues. -

- The LWV is also very aware that we now live in a different “information age.” Of course we
can read about what the candidates say in response to our questions. But we Ina,y not have
asked the questions you consider most 1rnporta,nt For that reason we list on page 22 other
Ways to become even better informed . Don’t overlook the opportunity of engaging a m.lddle
or high school student in your household in the search for answers. You’ll be educating -
yourself and at the same time teaching that participation in the democratic process is serl-
ous work. DEMOCRAGY DOES NOT FUI\TCTIOI\T ON AUTOMATIC PILOT

~ We offer on pa,ge 20 sorne very practical a,dvme on HOW TO VOTE for first-time voters and
- people new to town Call the LWV at 226 6701 if you need further direction. We will see that
‘you get it.

‘Take note t0o that the LWV has arranged a forum for local candidates (State Senator and

B | Representatlves and Judge of the Probate Court) to be at the Police Classroom on Sunday,

".Ootober 2,'7 from 8 OO to 4.:30. Come, llsten to their statements and ask your questlons

' Flnally, _We Would lJ_ke to pomt out that the cost of producing thls Gulde is the magor flnanolal .

 expenditure of the League of Women Voters of Westport. We encourage voters, candidates
- and businesses alike to oontrlbute to our tax—~deduot1b1e Eduoatlon Fund if you have found
o tlus publloa,tlon helpful B -

Sincerely,

Ka,t;y Golds ChIIlldt
Pr651dent LWV Westport

- Thr% Voter S Gurde has been pubhshed in part by oontnbuttone to the LWV Eduoatron Fund The monies from' '
S this fund are used for citizen education projects. The Guide and other pubhcatrone and activities of the League
- are intended to hetp voters utdrze government services knowtedgeabty and to partrorpate aotwety in the demo-
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cratic process You oan show your aupport for this goat by makmg a tax--deducnbte oontnbutron to the Eduoa—— -

- tron Fund

Cbeoks may be made to he LWVU
VoI en “W te re ot“ vwestpo
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Officials will be on hand at all polling Meeee to answer your qguestions and demonsirate the voting reeeﬁtme

REMEMBER TO BRING IDENTIFICATIC ) THIL POLLS . Voters must show a pre-printed ID be-
fore Votrng Acceptable forms of ID molude a driver’s hcense a Social Seounty card, a library card or else the
voter must sign a statement attesting to his/her ldentlty

: Please bring proper identification and give your address and name to the identity checkers. They

wﬂl dlrect you to a voting machine. Step by step instructions on how to operate the machine are avaﬂable on

page 20 of thls Voter’s Guide.

WITH CHILDREN :: State law allows a child up to age 16 to accompany a voter, who must be his or her
parent or guardlan Into a voting booth.

BY ABSENTEE ] Appllcanons for an Absentee Ballot are available in the Town Clerk’s office in
person or by maﬂ The Absentee Ballot application can also be downloaded from the Town of Westport webS1te
(www.westportct.org). . . _

You may vote by absentee ballot only 1f you are:
1. Out of town during all votmg hours (6am to 8pm)
2. Il or physically disabled. ' :
- 3. Prohibited by your religion from voting that day.
4. Inthe Armed Forces.
5. Anelection official working at another polling place.

Completed ballots must be received by the Town Clerk by 8pm on Election Day, so ACT NOW to vote absen-
tee BY MAIL. You may vote absentee IN PERSON in the Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall any weekday
between 8:30am and 4:30pm before November 5th. Also, the office will be open Saturday, November 2 from

9am to Noon.

- The cut-off date for registering to vote was Octo-

ber 22 BUT if you have moved mto town since that date or become a new citizen or will turn 18 on or before

November 5th, you may still register to vote in this election. Contact the Registrars of Voters at 341-1115.

HOW TO USE THE VOTING MACHINE : To close the curtain and unlock the machine for voting, move
the red handle of the curtam handle as fal to the right as it will go and leave it there. To register your votes,

Pt et -

i i s e

simply TURN DOWN the pointer OVER the name of the candidate for whom you wish to vote, and LEAVEIT

THERE Returnmg the red handle to the left opens the curtain and reg1sters your vote.
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(Term of Office — 4 years)

LWYV Question #1: Will you propose any changes in the state tax structure next year? Please explain.

LWY Question #2: Should local property taxes remain the major funding mechanism for public education?
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Answer #1: I support lowering taxes whenever and wherever possible. I do not support raising the
income tax and have successfully pushed for reductions. Families earning less than $40,000 per year
| now pay no income tax at all. T also support measures to lessen the local property tax burden. Now in
| placeis a property tax credit of up to $500 per filer, delivering property tax relief directly to those who
| pay them. Property taxes are already held down by state assistance. Because the state does not have
county government, the state is very generous to local governments with major projects such as local
roads, sewage treatment plans, and other areas. This aid, combined with a $700 million increase 1n
local assistance for education and other important program areas, has helped to mitigate local prop-
erty tax increases. - - - --

Answer #2: The state must not retreat from its commitment to fund local education. We have 1in-
- _ creased funding by more than $200 million since I first took office, and we have also spent more than
$2 billion to build schools in more than 60 cities and towns. Local communities contribute to education through the property tax,
and thus state assistance helps to reduce the burden on cities and towns in this respect. State assistance is provided through the ECS

- grant and other categorical programs. The current combination of state and local financing provides a strong foundation for our

children’s education.

‘Background: On January 6, 1999 Governor John G. Rowland was sworn into a second term as Governor of Connecticut. Since fi}'st
being elected in 1994 he has exercised responsible budgeting, spending restraint, and an overall improvement in the quality of life

" in Connecticut. ‘Governor Rowland’s command focus on the economy has resulted in $2 billion in tax cuts and bringing 150,000

new jobs to our great state. Governor Rowland was born and raised in Waterbury and is a graduate of Villanova University. Gover-

nor Rowland and his wife Patty reside in Hartford and have five children between them — Kirsten, Ryan, Scot_t, Robert John, and

Julianne.

Bill Curry
(Democrat)

Answer #1: Connecticut’s tax system is badly broken. It’s over reliance on property taxes 1s squeez-
ing our families, short-changing our schools and children, undercutting local services, choking busi-
.| ness, and driving sprawl. To address these pressing issues, we are proposing nearly $730 million of
| desperately needed tax relief. When fully implemented over four years, the Curry-Jepsen proposal
. will cut the total local property tax burden by 13%. The plan establishes a $50 million Emergency
Property Tax Relief Fund to provide immediate aid for communities hardest hit by high property
|| taxes. - - . . A -
~ Answer #2: No. If we do so we will continue to see schools forced to cut programs, fire teachers and
| climinate classes. By committing to a $730 million increase in public education funding, the plan
| enables the State to meet its obligation to shoulder its fair share of local public education costs. When
~ fully implemented, the State will — for the first time in its history — fund more than 50% of total local

public education costs. The State will also increase its support to K-12 public education for Special Education. To_day, Connecticut’s
" local governments spend more than $1 billion for special education, approximately 60% of the total cost. Special education COStS
“are some of the fastest growing and most difficult to plan for expenses. The Curry-Jepsen plan will cover at least 50% ..Of the special

education costs in every town and city

Background: Born i_n-Hartfofd in 1951, Bill Curry attended Georgetown University and the UniVE:rsity of Connecticut’s School of
Law. Bill Curry served as state Senator from 1978-1982. He practiced law and led a national anti-nuclear movement from 1982-

1990. He was elected Comptroller in 1991. In 1995, he became Counselor to the President. Bill returned to Connecticut in 1',997 to
‘be a visiting Fellow at Yale University. He is writing a book about the White House and 1s a management consultant for start-up
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LWYV Question #1: Will you propose any changes in the state tax structure next year? Please explain.

LWY Question #2: Should local property taxes remain the major funding mechanism for public education?
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. | Answer #1: We have been very active in reducing taxes whenever possible. This past year, with the
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R e Backgrﬂund: Before becoming Lt- GQ V, J Odl RBH SCI'Ved 11'1 the CT Ge neral Assembly :epre Senting
- ' the 107th District. Lt. Gov. Rell & her husband Lou reside in Brooktield. They have two grown
children, Meredith and Michael. - o . -
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| Answer #1: The Curry-Jepsen Administration will make property tax relief our number one priority.

In the first year of our plan to reform the property tax system, we will establish a $50 million Emer-
.| gencyProperty Tax Relief Fund to aid communities hardest hit by high property taxes. We are propos-
. ing, over four years, $730 million in needed relief. In so doing, the state will finally reach its constitu-

tional obligation to fund 50% of local education costs. By decreasing the burden on local municipali-

_ | ties to pay the ever-increasing costs of education, Connecticut towns will have able to make smart,

|| far-sighted choices for economic development. We, as a state, will contain sprawl, preserve open
| spaces, support local services, and most importantly, improve our children’s school systems.

Answer #2: It is imperative that Connecticut ends its reliance on the property tax to fund public
| education. A Curry-Jepsen Administration will provide $730 million in property tax reliet tc;«{meet,the
~ state’s long un-kept obligation to fairly fund local education. Connecticut’s current system of educa-
tion funding violates the decision of its own Supreme Court, which ruled that the stete should pay at least 50% of the total cost of

‘local public education. Despite the greatest economic expansion in decades, Governor Rowland failed to exercise the leadership

necessary to fairly fund education. State aid to local education actually declined during the Rowland Administration. In this year
alone, John Rowland proposed cutting nearly $47 million of education funds and he insisted that special education equity grants be
cut altogether, further burdening our most needy towns. o ' -

Background: George Jepsen grew up in Connecticut and attended Dartmouth College and Harvard University. In 1982, George

served as General Counsel to the Carpenter’s Union Local 210. In 1986, George was elected to the State House of Representatives;
“in his second term he was selected as Assistant Majority Leader. In 1990, George was elected to the State Senate. He has served as

Senate Majority Leader since 1997, and previously as Chair of the Judiciary Committee.
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Dear Westport Voter,

Once every ten years, pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut, the law provides for
‘a redistricting plan of our representation at the Federal, State and Local legislative offices. The
process began in April 2000 when you completed your U.S. Census survey. The final report pro-
vided statistical information to show geographic shifts in population, as compared to the census of
1990. The State Reapportionment Commission then began the task of planning for redistricting of
‘the U. S. Congressional, State Senate, and State House of Representatives. And now, the results are

m'

Westport will continue with representation in the 4th Congressional District, the 26th State Senate
District and the 133rd and 136th State House of Representatives. The geographic boundary lines for
the House of Representatives have changed. Now, the 133rd district is reduced to a small section
located in the southeast corner of town. The population in the 133rd district is 2,262 or 1,409 voters,
and shares representation with a portion of the Town of Fairfield. The remainder of Westport 18
represented in the 136th district and has a populatlon of 23,487 or 14,368 voters.

Last Spring, your Registi‘ars of Voters, Mabel J ohnson and Nita Cohen, successtully implemented

the boundary line changes that will affect our voting process on November 5th. All but 81 voters will
‘continue to vote in their same, familiar polling places. The League of Women Voters has pelsonally ;

called all voters affected, providing them with their new votmg location.

_ Refer to the map mdlcatmg the new boundary lines. Use the map to verify your polling place. The
Registrars of Voters will be sending postcards to each household reminding them of their votmgi
location. If you are having dlfflculty knowing where to vote, call the Registrars of Voters Office at
_341 1115 for assmtance '

Please remember,l it is your democratic right to vote. See you on November Sth!

Sincerely,

Patricia H. Strauss
Town Clerk
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Il come out ahead. It’s a good deal for taxpay
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for generic drugs to come to market while still protec

to research and develop new drugs.
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be roughly $400 billion over
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support the efforts of Senator Schumer to make it e

pharmaceutical companies
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