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Statement of Significance 
 
The British Landing at Cedar Point and the Battle of Compo Hill 
 

 

Robert Penn Lambdin (1886-1981), The British Landing at Cedar Point, April 25, 1777, oil on 
canvas, 1955, Westport Schools Permanent Art Collection. 

 
On April 25, 1777 twenty-six British warships manned by approximately 2,000 British troops 
under the command of General William Tryon landed at Compo Beach (today, Westport, 
Connecticut).  They were met by guides loyal to the British Crown who directed them along 
Compo Road to Cross Highway, across Redding Road then, north through Redding and Bethel, to 
Danbury where their objective was to burn a major munitions depot.  With the exception of a 
Patriot force numbering eighteen men led by Captain Disbrow at the corner of the Post Road and 
Compo Road, the British march to Danbury went unopposed.  One British Major was killed and 
three other men wounded.  This began the Patriot resistance to the invasion of Connecticut. 
 

 
Eugene E. Hannan (1875-1945), The Battle of Cedar Point, plaster, 1936-37, Westport WPA 

Collection, Westport Schools Permanent Art Collection 
 

Two days later, the British objective of the destruction of the munitions depot in Danbury having 
been achieved (they also succeeded in burning nineteen homes, twenty-two stores and barns as 
well as a printing press, a variety of food, clothing, medical equipment, tents and candles), they 
encountered Patriot forces in what is now known as the Battle of Ridgefield.  Brigadier General 
Benedict Arnold led the Patriot forces, outnumbered three to one.  Realizing enforcements were 
on their way General Tryon made the tactical decision to relocate his troops back to the shoreline. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Eugene E. Hannan (1875-1945), Battle of Compo Hill, plaster, 1936-37, Westport WPA 

Collection, Westport Schools Permanent Art Collection 
 
Having been warned by a Tory, named Deliverance Bennett, of a planned ambush on Old Hill, 
the British troops crossed the Saugatuck River at Ford Road.  Brigadier General Arnold raced to 
intercept General Tryon’s troops near the Kings Highway Bridge.  After a failed charge, he 
maneuvered to meet the British at the foot of Compo Hill, which forced the British to fight their 
way back to their waiting ships. The British suffered more than 200 casualties in the fighting, and 
the Americans had 20 men killed and 40 wounded. This final engagement occurred on April 28, 
1777. Westport’s Minute Man Memorial commemorates this battle.  
 
 
A Symbol of the Town 
 

 
Robert Penn Lambdin (1886-1981), Westport in the 1920s, 1976, Westport Historical Society 

 
In modern times the Minute Man “is the symbol of Westport," to quote Westport’s current First 
Selectman Gordon Joseloff. At its 100th anniversary in 2010 Town Historian Allen Raymond also 
declared that the Minute Man is Westport's equivalent of the Lincoln Memorial.  The Town’s new 
flag, designed in 1986 by Miggs Burroughs, also incorporates the patriot. He recalled that the 
design was approved because “everyone agreed that there was no more iconic symbol of the town 
and its origins.”  
 



 

 

 
Town flag by Westport's Miggs Burroughs, 1986 

 
Earlier in 1935, unbeknown to the 1986 flag committee, the monument also symbolized the town 
on the commemorative medallion honoring Westport’s Centennial.   
 

 
Town of Westport centennial commemorative medallion, 1935, private collection 

 
A year later Eugene Hannan depicted both April battles in a pair of bas reliefs (illustrated above). 
Westport’s Works Progress Administration (WPA) Committee commissioned Hannan to make 
these ambitious bas reliefs, each 22 feet long, titled The Battle of Compo Hill and The Retreat of 
the British, for the entrance of Staples High School. Today, these Depression-era works of art 
grace the entrance of the building that now functions as Saugatuck Elementary School.  
 

 
Robert Penn Lambdin (1886-1981), Ready for All Seasons, oil on canvas, 1975, Westport Schools 

Permanent Art Collection 
 
Several artists, such as esteemed muralist Robert Lambdin, who were active in Westport’s art 
community, featured the monument in their work. Similarly, many local businesses adopted the 
image and name. The Westport Young Woman’s Club “Minute Man” race, held at Compo Beach, 
directs its runners past the Minute Man Memorial giving the annual April event the name it has 
had ever since 1979. 



 

 

 

 
 
In 2005, four years after publication of a study on how to improve Westport’s downtown, one of 
its recommendations became a reality—new signage that points the way to downtown sites. The 
signs are topped with a Minuteman figure. 
 

Installation of Cannons at Compo Beach 

 

Cannons at Compo Beach, c. 1906, from Minute Man dedication program, 1910 

On July 4, 1901 a pair of large cannons, mounted to a granite base and donated by the U.S. 
Government, were placed at Compo Beach to commemorate the fighting on and near the shore as 
the British returned to their ships. These cannons (restored in 1999 with a grant from The Rotary 
Club of Westport) served as an impetus to create a new, larger monument to the Connecticut 
Patriots.  

Plans for a Monument 

In 1902 the Town of Westport secured title to Compo Beach and William H. Burr, one of the 
town fathers, felt the need for a monument that would commemorate the Patriot resistance to 
British troops in Westport.  He requested the assistance of the Connecticut Chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution (CSAR), to help raise the necessary funds.  Jonathan Trumbull, then 
President of CSAR, addressed the members at the CSAR Annual Meeting and spoke of the need 



 

 

for CSAR to take a “prominent place” in “exemplifying the work of our own state in the days of 
the Revolution.” 

 

 

Compo Beach and Hill, W.H. Burr, “The Battle of Compo,” Connecticut Magazine, 1906 

He went on to credit the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) for inspiring sympathy 
and money to this end and cause, and he espoused a desire for the role public education could 
play in commemorating Connecticut’s role in the American Revolution.  

The following year, in an article published in The Hartford Courant, William H. Burr notes the 
difficulty with which Westport achieved title to Compo Beach and calls for the public to 
contribute money to create a monument.  In his article he cites the presence of the cannons on the 
beach: 
 



 

 

Two large guns presented by the United States Government now mark the place of the 
conflict in the days of the young republic.  

 
He goes on to describe the sacrifice made by the people of Connecticut for the cause of freedom 
and states the need to commemorate that sacrifice:  

 
The state of Connecticut, the descendants of those who fought in the battle, and patriotic 
people generally, will be invited to contribute for the erection of a memorial, which shall 
record the names and deeds of these who gave their lives their country’s defense in the 
dark days of 1777. 

 
In his address at the CSAR 1903 Annual Meeting, Trumbull endorsed the project and appointed a 
committee of three members (Sen. R.H. Woodruff of New Haven, Col. Louise H. Cheney and 
John M. Holcombe of Hartford) “to aid the town in its undertaking.”  
 
Despite the enthusiasm for a monument by Burr, Trumbull and the CSAR, not everyone was in 
agreement about public funding for the monument.  In 1903 Sen. Lloyd Nash of Westport 
presented a bill to the Connecticut State Legislature calling for the appointment of a commission 
of five to erect a monument at Compo Beach, and for an appropriation of $6,000. While this bill 
wound its way through the State Legislature, an article in The Hartford Courant on April 14, 
1905, reported that the General Assembly Appropriations Committee voted adversely on the 
request.  The Chairman went so far as to state that there was no need for a monument and the bill 
was rejected. On February 21, 1907 an article titled, “Indiscriminate Monuments,” was published 
in The Hartford Courant.  It illustrated public opinion in opposition to setting precedent for State 
appropriation of funds for public sculpture.   
 
Despite the opposition, the summer of 1907 finally brought success for public funding for the 
monument.  It was an appropriation not to exceed $2,000, or one-fourth of the projected cost, 
with the requirement that the State Commission on Sculpture (COS) approve the design, material 
and location of the monument. Established in 1886 by a legislative act, the COS was charged with 
“all matters relating to the decoration of the capital building and grounds with historical statues or 
works of art.” In 1907 a bill expanded its oversight for “any memorial on public ground.”  
 
One year later, Wm. H. Burr was appointed to select plans for a monument at Compo Beach and 
the CSAR appointed a special committee to secure plans to erect the monument. At the 1909 
CSAR Annual Meeting, it was disclosed that several artists including Charles Niehaus, the 
sculptor of the McKinley monument in Canton, Ohio, were submitting designs. In December 
1909 H. Daniel Webster was readying his model for submission of a “minute-man on alert for 
invaders.”  



 

 

 
W.H. Burr, Fairfield Museum and History Center 

 
The CSAR selection committee, according to W.H. Burr’s July 2, 1909 article in The Westporter-
Herald, awarded Webster the commission. His design featured “a minute man firing his old flint 
lock at the enemy from between two large boulders in a stone wall.” Burr then described 
Webster’s fuller conception: 
 

The minute man is said to be life-size, accoutered for the period of 1776 and to be 
standard bronze; of the same material will be two tablets bearing inscriptions to be 
secured to the boulders. The boulders and figure will rest on a mound some six feet above 
the roadway, and will cost when completed not far from the $2,500, the larger part of 
which has been provided. 

 
Now that funding had been secured and the artist commissioned, the precise site for the sculpture 
had yet to be determined. In early July, provisions were made, reported by Burr, for a prospective 
site by Mr. Morris and Mr. Irwin who “have kindly consented to have such changes made in the 
immediate locality as will insure ample accommodation and protection for the memorial.”  On 
July 17, 1909, according to The Hartford Courant, the State Commission on Sculpture met at 
New Haven to accept and approve the site—“the intersection of two roads in the town of 
Westport and is said to be the exact spot where the fiercest part of the battle of Compo Beach was 
fought”—for the monument.  Its placement would require, the Commission stipulated, the 
moving of a trolley line “further to the west” so that the mound, on which the minute man kneels, 
could be enlarged and raised.   
 

 
The Minute Man, 1910  

 



 

 

In the Town of Westport’s Meeting Records from September 1909 (Town of Westport, 
[September], pp. 249-50), the minutes show that a resolution was passed for the Connecticut 
Railway and Lighting Company “to remove their trolley tracks from their present location by “the 
monument, erected by the State and people at Compo, to a position by the fence recently 
constructed by town, thereby allowing ample room for the beautifying of the monument 
surroundings.”  The State of Connecticut and the Town of Westport paid this jointly. 

The Creation of The Minute Man  

Webster was an already an accomplished sculptor by the time he moved to Connecticut in 1906. 
An instructor at The Art Students League in New York and member of the newly established 
Silvermine Group in New Canaan (today, Silvermine Guild of Artists), the 29 year-old sculptor, 
hailing form Iowa and South Dakota, became an active member of its thriving artist community.  

His Westport home, “Nine Hearths,” was the former Noah Nash house at 56 Sylvan Road North 
(see HRI, Appendix D).  He restored the farmhouse and built a studio, where the full-sized 
Minute Man was modeled in clay.  

 

Bronze statue cast by Tiffany Studios, 1910 

The June 17, 1910 article "The Minute Man Unveiled" in The Westporter-Herald notes, "Mr. 
Webster came to Westport about three years ago purchasing the Christofson [Kristoferson] place. 
This house was entirely remodeled by Mr. Webster and it presents one of the most artistic homes 
in this section. At the rear of the home Mr. Webster erected a commodious studio. In it he does all 
of his work."  There, Webster, according to an August 2,1929 Westporter Herald article modeled 
the clay version in actual size using First Selectman Lewis P. Wakeman as his model for the 
figure, as “ a number of prominent local citizens watched.” In April 1910 Tiffany & Co. cast the 
clay model in bronze at the Roman Bronze Works Foundry in Brooklyn, New York.  To complete 
the project, Webster needed local fieldstone for the mound and wall. The newspaper asked nearby 
residents to donate stone “to furnish the foundation” along with “large symmetrical boulders,” 
which the sculptor would “inspect,” to integrate into the mound and to house the bronze tablets.  

 



 

 

The Dedication 

In May 1910 “the beautiful statue which now adorns a grassy pedestal on Compo Road” was 
being readied for dedication.  The May 20th edition of The Westporter-Herald reports the statue as 
being in place with preparations for a clambake at Compo Beach to coincide with the unveiling 
on Bunker Hill Day, June 17, 1910.  (A program of the 17 June 1910 ceremony and complete list 
of contributors can be found in Appendix A).  

 

The CSAR organized the event, which was covered by newspapers across Connecticut. Festivities 
included a lunchtime clambake, followed by a procession from the beach to the site, music and 
addresses by officials from the Town, State, CSAR, DAR, historians and H. Daniel Webster, the 
artist. A poem, “The Minute Man,” by author Agnes Lewis Mitchell from Westport, also was 
read to commemorate the event and the landing of the British on their raid on Danbury.  
 

 



 

 

Lewis B. Curtis presenting The Minute Man to the Town of Westport, Bridgeport Evening Post, 
June 18, 1910, Westport Historical Society 

 
Thousands, according to The Norwalk Hour’s headline the next day, attended “the auspicious 
ceremonies.” The Bridgeport Evening Post added, “All Westport and much of Southport, 
Fairfield, Norwalk and some Bridgeport were there to make the occasion a success.” After 
accepting the statue, CSAR president Lewis B. Curtis turned over the care of the monument to the 
town of Westport and the First Selectman Lewis P. Wakeman, stating:  
 

And now, sir, to you as first selectman of the town of Westport, we commend the care of 
this monument. You may well feel proud of it, for it not only marks a most important 
historical spot, but it is itself a thing of beauty…. Thousands have made the trip to 
Concord and Lexington to visit that historical spot, and to admire the graceful lines of 
that statue, and so I venture to predict will thousands visit this sight in time to come, and 
Compo Beach, and Concord will stand side by side in historical interest.  
 
Westport should always cherish among their brightest possessions, this spot and the 
monument, which we have erected to commemorate the noble deeds enacted here. 
  

With this, the young daughter of Curtis was joined by Brewster Jennings, whose great grandfather 
Col. Abraham Gould was killed defending the state in the subsequent battle at Ridgefield on April 
27, 1777, to unveil the monument.  
 
Today, The Minute Man is third on the list of the CSAR’s nine major accomplishments and 
projects preserving historic landmarks in the State since the SAR’s founding in 1889: 
 

3. At Compo Beach in Westport, Connecticut, there was dedicated on June 17, 1910, a 
monument which represents “The Minute Man," a life size statue of a Revolutionary 
Patriot. This memorial was erected by the Connecticut Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution to commemorate the resistance to the landing on April 25, 1777, of 
the British troops under General Tryon for their march to Danbury. 
 

The Minute Man Marker  

 



 

 

The Minute Man with “Tablet” as shown on a postcard, c. 1912 

 

The Minute Man marker; below the marker at Compo Road South and The Post Road, 2012 
 
The inscription on the marker reads: 

To commemorate the heroism of the Patriots who defended their country when the British 
invaded this State April 25, 1777.  General David Wooster, Colonel Abraham Gould and 
more than one hundred Continentals fell in the engagements commencing at Danbury 
and closing on Compo Hill. Erected by the Connecticut Society Sons of American 
Revolution. 

 

On June 27, 1914 a second bronze tablet, above, was installed, at the corner of Compo Road 
South and the Post Road, and dedicated by the Connecticut Sons of the American Revolution, 
with the sculptor’s widow in attendance. It reads: 

Here occurred the first engagement between the Continentals and the British troops when 
they invaded Connecticut April 25, 1777. Erected by the Connecticut Society Sons of 



 

 

American Revolution. Erected June 27, 1914 by the Connecticut Society Sons of 
American Revolution. 

Growing Recognition of the Importance of The Minute Man  

In 1913 The Minute Man was recognized by the National Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (NSAR) when they published W. H. Burr’s account of the 1777 invasion and 
described the importance of monuments and historic sites as places for future generations to 
better understand history and to cultivate tourism. That year the NSAR advocated the erection of 
monuments, like Westport’s, to encourage  “patriotic education.” In  1913 the NSAR president 
urged members to “perpetuate the spirit of ’76 in their children and grandchildren,” and 
advocated the marking of historical sites in the states, so that “the future generations will know 
the history of that spot.” It was also a way to indoctrinate incoming immigrants as naturalized 
Americans. “The great problem of today,” Burr stated, “is to cultivate in the thousands of 
foreigners coming to our shore every day the spirit of America.”  

In accordance with the concept of historical tourism, which took into account the growing 
popularity of the automobile, the NSAR also organized a “Washington Journey Trip” to take 
place in June 27-30, 1914.  The Hartford Courant covered the event, under the headline, 
“Pilgrims to See Historic Places.” Members traveled by automobile and followed the route taken 
by George Washington from Philadelphia to Cambridge in 1775 on his way to assume command 
of the Revolutionary Army.  The itinerary included two stops in Westport, to visit the Minute 
Man and to Compo Beach. On June 27, 1914 the CSAR dedicated a plaque at the intersection of 
Compo Road South and Post Road East. A boulder bears a plaque: 

Here occurred the first engagement between the Continentals and the British Troops 
when they invaded Connecticut April-25-1777 

The Minute Man’s site—a fieldstone cropping within a traffic circle at the intersection of today’s 
Compo Road South and Compo Beach Road—made it well situated for automobile tourism. The 
CSAR then planned additional series of “patriotic and military engagements” that summer. 
Shares of the funds raised, The Hartford Courant reported on July 16, 1914, were “to carry 
forward the patriotic project begun by them at Compo Beach, to mark with memorials the various 
spots made historic by the Revolutionary heroes.”  

Since then, The Minute Man has been recognized nationally by Dale K. Benington on the 
Historical Marker Database (www.hmdb.org), the Smithsonian Institution Inventory of American 
Painting & Sculpture (http://sirismm.si.edu/siris/saam.htm) and also embraced by the American 
public through comedienne Lucille Ball.   
 



 

 

 
 

Lucille Ball as the Minute Man on I Love Lucy, 1957 
 

The Minute Man made its national television appearance on the I Love Lucy episode, “The 
Ricardos Dedicate a Statue.” The plot revolved around Lucy accidentally damaging the Minute 
Man statue —which her bandleader husband Ricky was to dedicate at the historical society’s 
Yankee Doodle Fair-—by decapitating it. Then, Lucy unsuccessfully tries to stand in for the 
shattered statue while Ricky extols the bravery and heroism exhibited by the patriots at the Battle 
of Compo. On May 6, 1957 over 35 million viewers watched this 179th and final episode of I 
Love Lucy. 
 
Minute Man’s 100th Anniversary & Town Celebration 
 

 
 
On June 17, 2010 the Town of Westport marked the 100th anniversary of the unveiling of The 
Minute Man with a brief ceremony, which was attended by a crowd of more than 100 people led 
by a fife-and-drum duo. Bedecked in red, white and blue bunting, the Westport militiaman was 
honored with a display of the American, Connecticut and Westport flags.  
 
Today, "it is the symbol of Westport," remarked First Selectman Gordon Joseloff, and in the eyes 
of Town Historian Allen Raymond, The Minute Man is Westport's equivalent of the Lincoln 
Memorial. The Rev. Frank Hall of Westport's Unitarian Church gave a blessing and read the 
poem Agnes Lewis Mitchell penned for the original dedication ceremony.
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Appendix A: Monument Dedication Pamphlet, “The Minute Man,” arranged by Henry C. 
Sherwood (1910)

Please see attached Dedication Pamphlet



 

 

Appendix B: Historic Photographs of The Minute Man Monument, Westport CT 

Minute Man, plaster cast, from Bridgeport Standard, July 17, 1910 

 

  

Minute Man bronze as illustrated in dedication program, 1910, HDC, Westport 

 



 

 

Minute Man Monument prior to dedication, without fence, 1910, Westport Public Library 

 

Minute Man Monument at dedication, June 17, 1910, Dedication Program, HDC, Westport  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Minute Man Monument, postcard, c. 1910, Westport Historical Society 

 

View from the Minute Man Monument, postcard, c. 1910, Westport Historical Society 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The monument with its original fence, 1910, Westport Public Library 

 

The Minute Man Monument, c. 1910s, Westport Public Library 

 

 



 

 

The Minute Man Monument, postcard, c. 1910s, Westport Public Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Minute Man Monument, c. 1940s, Westport Public Library 

 

The Minute Man Monument, postcard 1954, Westport Public Library 

 

 



 

 

The monument, with its original fence, undergoing conservation, 1996, Westport Arts Advisory 

 

 

 

The monument, with its original fence, 2012, CTmonuments.net 

 



 

 

The replacement fence, installed 2012, WestportNow.com 

 

 

 

 

The original fence, de-installed, rescued and in storage, 2012 



 

 

Appendix C: Biography of Artist, H. Daniel Webster, 1880-1912  

 

Left, H. Daniel Webster, Bridgeport Standard, June 17, 1910; Right, Webster modeling clay 
model of General William Henry Harrison Beadle for the South Dakota State Capitol, c. 1910 

Harry Daniel Webster, born on April 21, 1880, was the eldest of four children born to Nelson 
Mortimer Webster (1833-1892) and Barbara Kirschman (later Davidson; 1853-1941) in 
Bloomfield, Winneshiek County, Iowa, where his grandfather’s family had moved by 1856 from 
New York State to purchase and manage a large farm. Around1892 the sculptor’s family moved 
to Rowena, SD; in December 1894 his father passed away, leaving responsibilities for the farm to 
his three sons and forcing them to leave school. His widow decided to move the family to Sioux 
Falls for the children’s education. (The family is distantly related to statesman Daniel Webster.) 

In 1900 the aspiring sculptor left South Dakota for Philadelphia to study art and to teach “manual 
training” at a night school to pay his way through art school. A year later he was in New York 
where he organized the Manual Training Department for the NY State Reformatory on Randall’s 
Island; he also worked for the YMCA to pursue his art studies. He studied at The Art Students 
League and in New York was a pupil of Barnard MacNeil, Francis C. Jones, and Frank Vincent 
DuMond. He also was employed as an instructor at The Art Students League in drawing, 
illustration, composition and modeling, with noted teacher George R. Brigman. He joined the 
League’s board, serving as treasurer in 1905 and secretary in 1906. Around this time, the began to 
receive commissions from Tiffany & Co. to model portrait busts of Thomas Jefferson and Henry 
Clay, Andrew Carnegie, Ethel Barrymore, William Kreighoff, John Dumortier and a relief panel 
of the children of William Kingsley.  
 
On April 30, 1907, he married Ethel Louise Felder, in Washington, Texas. Felder was also a 
student at The Art Students League and exhibited throughout her career. In 1906 before their 



 

 

marriage, Webster purchased “Nine Hearths” at 56 Sylvan Road North in Westport (see 
Appendix D). According to "The Minute Man Unveiled," The Westporter-Herald, 17 June 
1910, "Mr. Webster came to Westport about three years ago purchasing the Christofson place. 
This house was entirely remodeled by Mr. Webster and it presents one of the most artistic homes 
in this section. At the rear of the home Mr. Webster erected a commodious studio. In it he does all 
of his work." In Westport, two three children--Daniel Felder Webster (1908-1993) and Barbara 
Louise Webster (1910-1971)--were born.  Webster also became an active member of the local art 
community and joined and exhibited with the Silvermine Group in New Canaan, in, if not before, 
1910 (organized 1908; renamed Silvermine Guild of Artists). The year the Westport monument 
was dedicated, Webster also completed an ambitious paint of bronze doors, cast by Tiffany 
Studios, for the American National Bank in Austin. On March 20, 1912 Webster suddenly died of 
unknown causes while visiting the Chapel Hill, Texas home of his wife’s parents. After his 
premature death, his widow and children continued to live in Westport. Exhibition records list 
Ethel Felder Webster as living in Westport as late as 1916. On January 17, 1917, she bought the 
Baugh-Colby House in Austin, TX, and moved to Texas. 
 
Known Works:   

 The Minute Man, Westport, CT, 1910 (bronze, Tiffany Studios) 
 Doors, American National Bank, Littlefield Building, Austin, 1910 (bronze, Tiffany 

Studios) 
 Col. W.H.H. Beadle, 1911 (marble), State Capital, Pierre, SD; in 1938, a bronze version 

was given by South Dakota to National Statuary Hall, U.S. Capitol 
 Senator Alfred Kittredge of SD, location not known, c. 1912 (bronze) 
 Thomas Jefferson, University of Virginia (c. 1907) 
 Portrait busts (bronze, Tiffany Studios): Daniel Webster (1907); William Henry Harrison 

Beadle (1911); John Calhoun (c. 1911), Ethel Barrymore (c. 1907); Henry Clay (1907), 
Andrew Carnegie (c. 1907), William Krieghoff (c. 1907), John Dumortier (c. 1907), and 
a relief panel of the children of William Kingsley (c. 1907) 

 



 

 

Appendix D: H. Daniel Webster Residence and Studio, 56 Sylvan Road North, Westport, 
Historic Resources Inventory Form, Historic District Commission 

 









 

 

Appendix E: Minute Man Monuments in the History of American Sculpture  

H. Daniel Webster’s 1910 Minute Man is one of four known sculptures using a figure of a 
continental minute man to commemorate a battle of the Revolutionary War. Webster and other 
sculptors working in the late 19th and early 20th centuries benefited from the community’s desire 
for a war memorial and the popularity of monumental sculpture in the post-Civil War era. 
According to the Connecticut Historical Society’s Civil War Monument Study, at the end of the 
Civil War in Connecticut “conditions favorable to pursuit of the idea of war memorials came 
together. The Civil War had taken an emotional and family toll unprecedented in American 
history, making it understandable for society to seek an activity that would be compensating, at 
least to a degree. The talent, technology, and prosperity required for a large building program 
were all available. Perhaps the convergence of considerations such as these prompted 
communities to consider what could be done locally in recognition of the wartime experience.” 
Inspired by the Civil War memorials, commemorative commissions honoring individuals, 
statesman and battles of past wars, including the Revolutionary War, were plentiful across the 
nation. To provide scope, the 1907-08 issue of The American Art Annual included four-pages of 
commemorative sculptural projects under the heading “Important Monumental Sculpture Erected 
Since October 1905.”  

1) Minuteman National Historic Park, Concord, Massachusetts 
 
Daniel Chester French (1850-1931) 
The Minute Man, 1875, Bronze 

 

“Make your model so fine and soul stirring that all the ladies in the land will bring their jewelry and copper pans to 
have melted up to cast The Minute Man”--John Quincy Adams Ward to Daniel Chester. French, 1874   

  
For the centennial of the beginning of the Revolutionary War, in 1872 a committee of citizens 
from the Town of Concord commissioned Daniel Chester French to create a 7-foot tall statue of a 
continental minuteman as a monument commemorating the battle at the North Bridge. It was to 
be the aspiring 25-year old sculptor’s first full-size statue, and was to stand on a base inscribed 
with a sentence from Ralph Waldo Emerson's Concord Hymn, with its famous stanza, “A shot 
heard ‘round the world.” Over the winter of 1873-74, French worked in his makeshift studio in 



 

 

Boston, modeling the figure with several young men as live models and using plaster casts of 
classical statues at the Boston Athenaeum, in particular the stance of the heroic Apollo Belvedere, 
as inspiration. Concord’s Monument Committee approved his clay model, which was then cast in 
plaster, and then in bronze at the Ames Foundry in Chicopee, Massachusetts, using bronze melted 
down from Civil War cannons. French was paid $1,000 for the statue, which was unveiled on 
April 19, 1875 in front of a large crowd that included such notable guests as President Grant, 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and Ralph Waldo Emerson.   
 
Metropolitan Museum of Art Curator of American Sculpture Thayer Tolles has written: “Given 
that French's instruction was relatively limited and his early sculptures were portraits and small-
scale subject pieces, it is all the more astonishing that by 1875, at age 25, French would complete 
the Minute Man. This full-size monument of stirring sentiment and enduring quality honors the 
centennial of the Battle of Concord at North Bridge. French's Minute Man depicts a farmer 
becoming a soldier, relinquishing his plow, raising his rifle, and stepping forward resolutely 
toward battle. He wears realistic Revolutionary-era dress with tall, wrinkled boots and rolled-up 
shirtsleeves. The plow, with abandoned coat, is a symbol of land he and his militia will defend. 
This tool was also to serve as a structural support for the standing figure when translated to 
granite, as the Minute Man committee originally planned.” 

In Westport direct comparisons were drawn to French’s Concord monument at the 1910 
dedication of H. Daniel Webster’s Minute Man. In his address, CSAR president Lewis B. Curtis 
stated: 

I stood before that other minute man, and in imagination listened to the shot ‘hear round 
the world.’ I refer to that famous statue by D.C. French at Concord. While I was lost in 
admiration at its marvelous beauty, as most everyone be, who sees it. I tell you that this 
statue [Westport’s] did not suffer from the comparison. Thousands have made the trip to 
Concord and Lexington to visit that historical spot, and to admire the graceful lines of 
that statue, and so I venture to predict will thousands visit this sight in time to come, and 
Compo Beach, and Concord will stand side by side in historical interest. 



 

 

2) Lexington Green, Massachusetts 
 
Henry Hudson Kitson (1865-1947) 
The Minute Man, 1899, Bronze 
 

 
 
Almost twenty-five years after the unveiling of the Concord statue, the town of Lexington and its 
leaders commissioned a statute for its Green, the historic site of the first military engagements of 
the American Revolutionary War. H. H. Kitson, a British-born artist who was known for his 
many representations of American military heroes, was chosen to execute the Lexington 
monument.  In 1899 the work was unveiled: a hatless Lexington Minuteman stands atop a field 
stop pedestal looking out in the direction of the advancing British troops.  
 

 
 
The artist made slight variations to a second cast, adding a hat and altering the figure’s boot, 
which today stands near George Washington's Newburgh, New York, headquarters. 



 

 

3) Framingham, Massachusetts 
 
Henry Hudson Kitson (1865-1947) 
The Minute Man, 1905, Bronze 
 

 
 
In February 1900, representatives from the Town of Framingham and the Framingham Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution formed a committee for a public monument. They 
commissioned H. H. Kitson, artist of the Lexington Minute Man (1899), assisted by his wife, 
Theo Alice Ruggles Kitson, to create a bronze memorial to the Revolutionary War soldiers of 
Framingham. The statue of a minuteman, hatless and with his powder horn and musket at the 
ready, was cast by Roman Bronze Works, then mounted on a massive granite base. Like the 
future Compo Beach site, its location was in the center of a round traffic island, Buckminster 
Square, encircled by a course of fieldstone.  (In 1941 the statue was moved from this location to 
accommodate increased automobile traffic.)  
 
 

 
 
 
The DAR dedicated it on Memorial Day, May 30th, 1905; then the Town of Framingham held 
their ceremonies later on Bunker Hill Day, June 17, 1905. Ceremonies, dignitaries and guests 
lunched beforehand and a military parade escorted them to the site.  



 

 

Appendix F:  Chronology of The Minute Man Monument by Kathleen Motes Bennewitz 

Several monuments on and near Westport’s Compo Beach [Cedar Point] mark the starting and 
ending point of the invasion of Danbury by British forces, which landed there on April 25, 1777.  
The British brought about 2,000 troops to Westport, who planned to destroy war supplies being 
stored about 20 miles north in Danbury. The British spent the night in Weston before reaching 
Danbury on April 26, where they destroyed food, medicine and ammunition.  Warned of the 
pending arrival of local militia, the British evacuated Danbury and retreated south, engaging in 
battles in Ridgefield and Westport before sailing away on April 28. The British suffered more 
than 200 casualties in the fighting, and the Americans had 20 men killed and 40 wounded.  

Westport marks the battles with 3 monuments: 1) At Compo Beach pair of large cannons has 
been mounted on a granite base to commemorate the fighting on and near the beach as the British 
returned to their ships. The U.S. government donated the cannons, whose markings cannot be 
distinguished. The cannon monument, dedicated in 1901, and restored in 1999. 

2) Westport’s Minute Man Monument kneels atop fieldstone cropping within a traffic circle at the 
intersection of Compo Road South and Compo Beach Road. The monument depicts a musket-
wielding Continental soldier waiting with his sleeves rolled up for the returning Redcoats.  A 
plaque on the north side of the base reads “To commemorate the heroism of the patriots who 
defended their country when the British invaded this state April 25th 1777. General David 
Wooster, Colonel Abraham Gould and more than one hundred Continentals fell in the 
engagements commencing at Danbury and closing on Compo Hill.”  The monument was created 
by Harry Daniel Webster and cast by Tiffany Studios in April 1910. It was dedicated June 17, 
1910 [Bunker Hill Day]. [The memorial was a joint project of the State of CT and the CT Section 
of the Sons of the American Revolution.] 

3) At the intersection of Compo Road South and Post Road East, a boulder bears a plaque reading 
“Here occurred the first engagement between the Continentals and the British Troops when they 
invaded Connecticut April-25-1777.” The Connecticut Society Sons of the American Revolution 
dedicated the plaque on June 27, 1914.  
(Adapted from http://ctmonuments.net/2009/04/british-raid-monuments-westport) 
 
1901 

 Pair Cannons donated by US Government are installed at Compo Beach to mark the place 
of the conflict. 
 

1902 
 “ The American Revolution. Annual Meeting of Connecticut Sons Saturday,” The 

Hartford Courant, May 12 
SAR President Jonathan Trumbull (grandson of patriot and Governor John Trumbull) in 
address to membership speaks of need for CT SAR to take a “prominent place” in 
“exemplifying the work of our own state in the days of the Revolution.” He credits the DAR 
for inspiring sympathy and money in this good cause. Wants public education about CT’s 
role to be a project for the public and philanthropy.  

 
1903 

 “For a $6000 Monument at Compo Beach,” The Westporter-Herald, January 30 
Sen. Lloyd Nash of Westport presented a bill calling for the appointment of a commission of 
five to erect a monument at Compo Beach, and for an appropriation of $6000. “This is a 



 

 

resolution that everyone in Westport hopes will pass both the house and the senate. Why 
Westport should not be recognized by the erection of a monument at the cost of the state is no 
known. Certainly, she contributed her quota of me to resist the invasion of Tyron. $6000 will 
erect a very good monument that will do credit to both the state and Westport.”  
 
 W.H. Burr, “Where Heroes Fought. Government Cannons at Westport Beach. Memorial 

to be Erected at Compo Hill,” The Hartford Courant, February 7 
“The beautiful beach on which the British landed and where the closing scenes of the battle 
were enacted is visited by thousands during the summer. There has been long litigation as to 
the ownership of the property, but the title is now vested to the town of Westport and it will 
always be a public resort.  Two large guns presented by the United States Government now 
mark the place of the conflict in the days of the young republic.  
 The state of Connecticut, the descendants of those who fought in the battle, and patriotic 
people generally, will be invited to contribute for the erection of a memorial, which shall 
record the names and deeds of these who gave their lives their country’s defense in the dark 
days of 1777.” 
 
  “SAR Annual Banquet,” The Hartford Courant, February 23 
SAR President Jonathan Trumbull in address to membership speaks of Westport project: “A 
second resolution endearing the efforts of the town of Westport to create a erect a monument 
at Cedar Point [Compo Beach] in masonry of the patriots who were killed at the time of 
Tyron’s raid was offered and passed. A committee, consisting of Sen. R.S. Woodruff of New 
Haven and Col. Louise H. Cheney and John H. Holcombe of this city [Hartford], was named 
to aid the town in its undertaking.” 
 
 “Sons of Revolution Take Interest,” The Westporter-Herald, February 24 
At the Annual Banquet in Hartford, Connecticut Section, Sons of the American Revolution 
(CSAR) pledges its cooperation from the CT General Assembly an appropriation to assist in 
the erection of a suitable monument on this historic spot, which saw one of the most 
important struggles against British forces on CT soil. 

 
 The Hartford Courant, March 12 
Appropriations Committee, State of Connecticut: $6,000 for the erection of a monument at 
Compo Beach, Westport 
 
 “Committee on Appropriations,” The Westporter-Herald, March 13 
“A number of Westport gentlemen” appeared before the Committee of Appropriations and 
told why the state should appropriate $5000 to a monument at Compo Beach to 
commemorate the landing of the British there. William H. Burr “pointed out why Westport 
should have a suitable monument, one that would be a credit to the state and an honor to the 
town.” Mr. Burr introduced Jonathan Trumbull, president of the CSAR, also spoke in 
support. Also speaking were George P. Jennings, Horace S. Wakeman, Stephen B. Wakeman 
and Thomas Hill. 
 
 List of Bills, Etc., Public and Private Acts, General Assembly 
Senator Nash, March 12, $6,000 appropriation for the erection of a monument at Compo 
Beach, Westport [SJR 66] 
 
 “Connecticut SAR Annual Meeting of Society in This City,” The Hartford Courant, May 

11 



 

 

SAR President Jonathan Trumbull in address to membership discussed CT chapter and its 14 
years in existence and in its history “has left no viable memorials… because funds have not 
been available for the purpose. The society has, however, through committees and the 
individual exertions of members done all in its power to induce legislation for the memorial 
asked for at Westport to mark the landing and retreat of Tryon in 1777.” 
 “The proposed memorial at Westport has not yet been favored with an appropriation, but 
will, the president understood be recommended to favorable consideration, thought it may be 
necessary to await another session of the Legislature. Such a memorial is a most fitting one 
for the society to promote in every possible way if only for the reason that the town of 
Westport under the inspiration of a fellow member, William H. Burr, has already incurred a 
large expense in preserving the title to the ground in question. Aside from this, the projected 
memorial should interest the society for the reasons that it is to mark a spot where a larger 
number of Americans were opposed in a larger number of British than at any other place on 
Connecticut soil during the Revolution.” 
 

1905 
  Journal of The Senate, State of CT, January  

Senate Petition no 59 for aid to support the erection of a monument at Compo Beach 
 

 Journal of The House of Representative, State of CT, January  
Senate Bill no 74 for “An Act Making an Appropriation for the erection of a monument 
at Compo Beach,” the Governor appoint a commission, of 5 people, and an appropriation 
of $5,000; House Petition nos. 194, 203, 204, 208, 209 for aid to support the erection of a 
monument at Compo Beach; Senate Petition nos. 60, 61, 62 for aid to support the erection 
of a monument at Compo Beach; April, withdrew petition for appropriation and rejected 
bill 

 
 “Want a Monument at Compo Beach, ” The Hartford Courant, February 14 

Intention of the CSAR to ask the General Assembly for an appropriation of $5,000 for the 
erection of a monument at Compo Beach, Westport, in memory of patriots who died in 
repelling General Tyron’s raid on Danbury in 1777. The same measure was presented in 
1903, but not acted on. 
 

 The Hartford Courant, February 14 
Appropriation advocated by Rep. Hyatt and Mr. Burr of Westport 
 

 “Connecticut S.A.R. Will Ask Legislature for Monument in Westport,” Meriden Daily 
Journal, February 14 
 

 The Hartford Courant, April 14 
Appropriations Committee reported adversely on request, chairman said there was no 
need for such a monument; bill rejected. 
 

 The Reporter (journal devoted to granite and marble monument trade), v. 38 (March 
1905) 3: 37 
CSAR are persistent and hope to succeed in effort to get an appropriation of $5,000 for 
the erection of a monument at Compo Beach, Westport 

 
1906 

 W.H. Burr, “The Battle of Compo,” Connecticut Magazine 10 (1906) 1: 139-152 



 

 

Includes photographs of Compo Beach and the cannons; article part of campaign to raise 
money for CSAR monuments  
 

 
1907 

 Journal of The House of Representative, State of CT, January 
HP 155, Mr. Albin of Westport, CSAR and others request appropriation to assist in the 
erection of a monument at Compo Beach, Westport; February, HP 155 and HJR 437;  
 

 Journal of The Senate, State of CT, January  
Re HP 155 and February, HJR 437 passed and sent to Senate committee 
 

 List of Bills, Etc., Public and Private Acts, General Assembly, February 
HP 155, Albin, Westport. CSAR and others request appropriation to assist in the erection 
of a monument at Compo Beach, Westport 

 
 “Indiscriminate Monuments” The Hartford Courant, February 21, 1907 

Public opinion opposing, in principle, of setting precedent for State appropriation of 
funds for public sculpture  
 

 “Proposed Monuments and Monumental News,” Granite, Marble and Bronze 17 (March 
1907) 3:  32-33 
CSAR began popular subscription to raise funds to erect a monument at Compo Beach, 
Westport. Proposed monument is to cost $8,000; $4,000 to be raised by subscription and 
$4,00 by the legislature. 
 

 List of Bills, Etc., Public and Private Acts, General Assembly 
HP 155, Albin, Westport. CSAR and others request appropriation to assist in the erection 
of a monument at Compo Beach, Westport; June 13 favorable, grant June 19, 26; HJT 
437, June 13 favorable, June 19, 26 passed 
 

 “Concerning the Erection of a Monument at Compo Beach and Making an Appropriation 
Therefore,” Special Acts and Resolutions of the State of Connecticut, v. 15, pt 1 
HJR no. 437, passed; appropriation not to exceed $2,000 and design, material and 
location of sculpture shall be approved by the Commission of Sculpture. 
 

1908 
 “To Erect Memorial at Compo Beach” The Hartford Courant, October 21 

Wm H. Burr appointed to select plans for monument at Compo Beach 
 
 “Doings of State Societies,” Official Bulletin of The National Society of the Sons of the 

American Revolution, December 
CSAR appoints special committee to secure plans and erect a monument at Compo Beach 

 
1909 

  “Sons Banquet in Bridgeport,” The Hartford Courant, February 23 
At Annual meeting CSAR presidents discusses monument in his address; plans being 
made by Neihouse [Charles Niehaus], designer of the McKinley monument in Canton, 
OH; discussion of CT as a historic and patriotic state 
 



 

 

 “New SAR Officers,” The Hartford Courant, May 11 
This year a monument will be erected at Compo Beach; a well known designer is making 
plans to be available for inspection and approval by the board of managers in a short time  
 

 “Doings of State Societies,” Official Bulletin of The National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, May 
Progress made on monument 
 

 “Webster Work Satisfactory,” The Westporter-Herald, July 2 
W. H. Burr writes on CSAR monument and the work of fellow townsman H. Daniel 
Webster. A number of designs were submitted to the committee by artists in this and 
other states. “But no other was so effectively embodied the artistic conception of the 
historic event that we sought to commemorate as that furnished by Mr. Webster…. 
Webster gave the committee a sketch model of a minute man firing his old flint lock at 
the enemy between two large boulders in a stone wall.”  Describes bronze figure, tablets 
and mound with boulders. “The boulders and figure will rest on a mound some six feet 
above the roadway…Mr. Morris and Mr. Irwin have kindly consented to have such 
changes made in the immediate locality as will insure ample accommodation and 
protection for the memorial and others in the vicinity will furnish stone for the 
foundations.” Looking for large boulders to donate and Mr. Webster will inspect them. 
Needs to be approved by State sculpture commission. Expected cost now $2500 and state 
appropriations will be ¼, about $600. 
 

 “Site for Compo Beach Monument Approved,” The Hartford Courant, July 17 
State Sculpture Commission met at New Haven to accept site for Compo Beach 
monument, to be erected jointly by the CSAR and State of CT; describes [Compo Rd] 
site and moving of trolley line so that mound can be enlarged and raised; Selectman of 
Westport said road can be moved with little trouble; State to pay ¼ of costs, about 
$2,000. 
 

 “Approve of Site Compo Beach,” Meriden Daily Journal, July 17 
 

 “Doings of State Societies,” Official Bulletin of The National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, October 
June 21 meeting, Minuteman design presented by H. Daniel Webster; describes statue, 
tablet and boulders and fence; called a park 
 

 “Sons of Revolution Meet,” The Hartford Courant, December 13 
Considerable discussion on the Compo Beach monument to be erected in the spring; 
Minuteman model by Webster ready by January 1 and monument will be in bronze  
 

 “Doings of State Societies,” Official Bulletin of The National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, December 
CSAR has completed plans for the monument and raised the funds needed; larger than 
life size Minuteman 
 

1910 
 “S. Of R. Met in Bridgeport,” Meriden Morning Record, February 23 

“The menu card was ornamented with a photograph of ‘The Minute Man,’ the statue the 
society expects to dedicate near Compo Beach, Westport, in May commemorating the 



 

 

heroism of the patriots who defended their country when the British invaded their state on 
April 25, 1777.” 
  

  “Connecticut SAR to Have Annual Banquet,” The Hartford Courant, February 25 
Discusses Compo Beach monument in opening address 
 

 “Doings of State Societies,” Official Bulletin of The National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, March 
Quotes from opening address on Compo Beach monument and on patriotism for country 
and also on need to education millions of immigrants 
 

 “Doings of State Societies,” Official Bulletin of The National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, May 
Dedication ready for midsummer 
 

 “Ready for Monument Dedication,” The Westport Herald, May 20 
Statue now in place on grassy pedestal on Compo Rd; discussion on historic site and 
spirit; artist is Westport resident, which adds significance to work; “The Minute Man” 
poem published 

 
 “SAR to Unveil Compo Beach Monument,” The Hartford Courant, May 27 

Monument unveiling and clambake planned for June 17, Bunker Hill Day and CSAR 
Field Day 

 
 “The Minuteman Unveiled,” The Westport Herald, June 17 

Full account of ceremony 
 

  “Sons of the American Revolution Unveil “The Minute Man” at Compo Beach Today,” 
The Bridgeport Standard, June 17 
Photograph of plaster cast of The Minute Man and portrait of Webster; full account of 
ceremony, speeches and unveiling 
 

 “Unveiling of Minute Man Statue Yesterday,” Bridgeport Evening Post, June 18 
Full account of ceremony plus description offstage, plus photograph of Curtis presenting 
monument (need better copy).”  
 

 “The Minute Man Statue Unveiled at Compo Beach,” The Westport Herald, June 17 
Full account of ceremony; over 1,000 people attended; statue concealed by large 
American Flag, across the street was the platform for speakers and guests. 
 

 “The Minute Man”, arranged by Henry C. Sherwood of The Gen. Gold Selleck Silliman 
Branch of Bridgeport. Pamphlet, includes history of project and dedication addresses. 
 

 “Monument Dedication at Compo Beach,” The Hartford Courant, June 18 
 

 “Monuments to Mark Edward Vroom’s Tour,” The Hartford Courant, July 18 
Historic tour of sites includes stop at Comp Beach, the CSAR’s inaugural patriotic 
project.  
 

 Town Meeting Records, Town of Westport, [September], p. 249-50  



 

 

Resolution passed for the Connecticut Railway and Lighting Company “to remove their 
trolley tracks from their present location by “the monument, erected by the State and 
people at Compo, to a position by the fence recently constructed by town, thereby 
allowing ample room for the beautifying of the monument surroundings.” 
 

 “Doings of State Societies,” Official Bulletin of The National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, October 
Account of unveiling ceremony 
 

 Report of the Controller to the Governor, State of CT 
$668.54 spent on SAR Compo Beach monument in 1910 

 
1913 

  “Patriotic Education,” and “Historical Papers for Use of Societies,” Official Bulletin of 
The National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, October 
Story of the invasion of CT in 1777, read at unveiling of Compo Beach monument; 
importance of monuments and historic sites for future generations to know the history of 
the spot and to cultivate in 1000s of foreigners coming to our shore every day the spirit of 
America. 

 
1914 

 “Pilgrims to see Historic Places. SAR Men Complete plans for Trip through 
Connecticut,” The Hartford Courant, June 19 
SAR organized “Washington Journey Trip,” June 27-June 30, following the route George 
Washington traveled from Philadelphia to Cambridge in 1775 on his way to take 
command of the American Army. The CT itinerary from and include two stops at 
Westport: Saturday, June 27 at 3:30 to dedicate commemorative tablets on Tyron’s raid 
and then at 4:15 to visit the “Minute Man”  
 

 Estimates for State Expenditures, 1915-17 
$1,331,46 balance on SAR Compo Beach monument 1909 grant 

 
1915 

 “Report of the Historian General,” National Year Book, The National Society of the Sons 
of the American Revolution 
Historic places in PA, NJ, NY, CT and MA “have since been visited by many persons 
whose attention was drawn to them by the now famous automobile”—Compo Beach 
cited.   

 
1922 

 “Attempts Made Within Last Two Weeks to Steal Minute Man Statue form Historic Spot 
on Compo Street,” The Westporter-Herald, September 1 
 

1929 
 “Your Westport and Mine: The Minute Man,” The Westporter-Herald, August 2 

On general history and civic pride of statue, with photo; “Grass and ground neatly kept 
by Horace S. Wakeman, of Compo, a man whose civic pride is great. The town, it is 
understood, has not taken care of the Minute Man for some time, but it is kept in perfect 
condition by Mr. Wakeman.” 



 

 

Appendix G: Record of Conservation Treatment of The Minute Man Monument, Westport  

Linda Merck-Gould, Conservation Technical Associates LLC, Westport, CT 
Merk-Gould began a conservation firm to provide preservation-oriented new facilities/renovation 
construction design consultation and museum-quality conservation treatment for galleries, private 
collectors, public institutions and museums. Noted Projects include: Statue of Liberty; Freedom 
Statue on the U.S. Capitol dome; Ancient Egyptian Tomb Chapel of Ka(i)pura; Cleveland War 
Memorial, D.C.;  Daniel Chester French’s gilded “Quadriga,” the golden horses and chariot that 
sit atop the roof at the base of the Minnesota State Capitol’s dome; Henry Moore sculpture 
conservation for the Moore Foundation.  
 

 1996: Sculpture beset by active corrosion, dirt, paint splatters; graffiti and two bullet 
holes (near the soldier’s right cheekbone and right temple). Cleaned with solvents and 
power wash, damaged areas repaired, and wax bronze. Maintenance cleaning and 
waxing recommended every two years. 
 

 1998: wash and wax bronze 
 

Francis Miller, ConservArt LLC, Hamden CT 
Formerly with Conservation Technical Associates, Miller is dedicated to the preservation of 
artistic and historic objects, upholding the highest standards in conservation practice by the 
American Institute for the Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works. ConservArt, founded in 
1999, provides quality care of historic cemeteries, monuments, sculpture and architectural 
elements held in public, museum and private collections. Noted projects: The Soldiers’ and 
Sailors Monument, New Haven, CT; sandstone Gordon Monument, Savannah, GA; 16th Century 
Renaissance marbles, Stamford, CT; Henry Moore’s Mother and Child, private collection; bronze 
entry doors, Scroll and Key Secret Society, Yale University; wrought iron handrails, Gracie 
Mansion, New York, NY; Enid Yandell’s Bajnotti Fountain, Providence, RI.  
  

 2001 - Wash and wax bronze 
 2005 - Wash and wax bronze 
 2009 - Wash and wax bronze 
 2010 - Graffiti removal Minute Man base 



PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
 
The bronze statue, the rubble stone pedestal, the bronze plaque, the fencing, the stone 
masonry wall supporting the fencing, and the grounds upon which they are set, to be 
known as the “Minute Man Monument”, situated in the Town of Westport, County of 
Fairfield and State of Connecticut, set in the circle at the intersection of the right of ways 
of Compo Road South and Compo Beach Road and as shown on a map entitled “Town of 
Westport Map of Minute Man Monument, Historic District Commission, Compo Road 
South and Compo Beach Road, Westport Connecticut April 5, 2013” on file in the 
Westport Town Clerk’s office as Map No. 10088. 
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1l:.-rs rr-ere othcrs, rvhile :rll roarls lerl to Conrpo. arrrl
tr:rins, tr-ollel's:rrrcl vehicles lirrerl the streets.


Clambake First.


,\lrorrt the noorr lrortr tirc sllrnrttons to thc ll:Ll<c


crrnre. l!n(i close rrporr:)O0 cntlrrrsiasts lrrrrrgrv for zrll


thcir zeal sat tkrl'rr to fcast. It rvas 211. rn. llcforc
thc feast crrde<1. presitlcrl ole r lry \\iillilrrrr ll. I),ur-r.


thcrr canre the rrarch to Conrpo and thc sta1lrc.
.\lrorrt this tirne througs lirrerl the \\'a\r t() tlrc sccnc.


Brirlgc strcet school chil<lrcrr in the proccssion, rrlrilc
spccial rrollcvs In-orrght prrpils frottt thc Tligh :rrrrl otht'r-
\\'cstpor-t schciols to thc rronrrrrcrrt.







School Children Sing.


r\t 2::l(t o'clocl< llrt' ccren.rorrit,s l,t.g;rrr l'ith sitrg-
ing llr.thc Iligh sclr,rol t'lror-t1s. lrssislt'rl lr)'.h't,tt'"t't ot
othcr schools, tlrc r irrr ;rrrrl spi ril s,, irrIusing the as-
sentlrlagc that it ttt;rrlt' llrc eclrot's r irrq rr ith ltirtriotic
soil gs.


liollou'ing tht'st' llrt, lier'. Kt,nrrcllr ,\lackctrzie of
'l'r-initv church :rskt,,l llrt. invoc:tlion ;rrrrl .f trdge tr{orris
ll. lricartlslel'. oI lllirlgcport. follorr t.rl rr ith the pre-
scntatiorr of thc sltrlrrt, to Prcsirlr.trl L. ll. Curtis. of
tbe Sorrs of thc ,\ rnt,r'it';rn Iicvolrrli, 


'rr.


JLrdge Beardsley's Arl<lrcss.


1n urescrrtirru tlrt,stirtue irr Irclr;rIIoI Ihc col-nl.nittee,
Irr<lge llotris 1". llt'rrrrlslc\- sai(l :


"In thc introrlrrt'lolr note lrv Ilrt' t'rlit<lr of the arl-
mirable articlt'of i\lr'. lirrrr uporr llrt't,rcnt s'hich tlre
lnontllnent to lrt. rrrrr t'ilcd to-<llrl is lo corrrnteruorate,
ancl u.ltich I lrolrt.('\('r',\ onc tvlto lr;rs rrot:rlrea<1r'rlone
so rt,ill rcu(1, ( )e curs I lrr:se rvords :


" "l-hc -\ntcrit';rn perol;le atc irrt'lint'rl to nnrlelvalne
thc natiorr's lristoric slrrincs anrl in ils rrrrpitrallerl 1>ros-


lterity thc rrolrlc llrrrrl nurrl<s zu'c lrt'irrg s\vcpt ir\\'ay to
t-nnlte roorn for l)r'()grcss. Strclr is tlrt' tlroughtlessuess
of a uratcri:rl :rgc rr lrcrr the sul)r'('nr(' nl()nrelrt is the
ncxt orre :rnrl tlrc grcrrt r-ester<la-1's ;rrt' f or-gottcrr.' It
recluires arr orr.J:urizcrl :rppeal to g;rin llrc atterrtion of
the poyltrlirce to-rlir_r'.


"'lhe p:rtriotic socie ties :ulr( )n!t' rvlr iclt ours occu-
pies rro tnean plrtcc, furrrish tlrc rrrcrliu rn for rnaliirrg
this a1>1teal att<l thc ()t'g:rlrizati()n ncc('ssitt')' to carrv it
into cffcct. Amorrlq'llrc olljccts crrrrrrrcrr:rted in orrr
cortstitutiorr is'to nr:rrl< the sccltcs ol thc Relr>lrrtiorr
bv appropr-iatc nrenrorials.'


Has Much to Its Credit.


"'lhe Cotrnccticut Societv of the Sorrs of the r\nrer'-
ic:trr llevolution has to its cre<lit irr this line the pur'-
cltitsc. fitting up, ancl nraintenancc of the olrl u'ar office
:rt I.clrarrorr: the purchase alr(l r-estol'atiorr of the N:rthan


I-[zrle school hottse at Nctv [-onclou. ztr.rcl fir'e llrotrze
talrlets nritrkinS- historicitl sitcs in tlifferertt parts oi
the State.


"Connecticut is uot t'iclr in these sites. She fur-
rrishetl al)out otre-eighth of llrc cntire Coutinerrtal arurr'.
[{er sorts fouglrt ol1 c\rer)' llclrl' btrt little at hotlre. It
\vus her ltoast.:trrtl almost trtte, that uo foreigrl foe


cVer retltaiuecl over tlight orr hcr soil.


Nearly Decade at It.
"l"or nearly a <lecaclc it lras been ottr l)urPose to


place a suitzrble tttcl.l-lorial orr this spot. Octol>er 20.


1l)()rj. the presettt colllnlittcc rvas a1ll>ointecl. \\/e lvere
fortttttatc in secut'itrg thc st'r'vices of If. Daniel \\;eb-
ster. u'ho has giYen us a stlrtrre, artistic ancl beatttifttl.
arrrl the e<1ua1 of alr)r ill thc State' I-Ie has uot lleetr


actuate(l solely l11' rnor-rey c()ttsiclel'atio1rs, l)tlt has beerr


public spiritecl :ttrtl so tlesirotts of gir-ing to his tou't.t


something in u'hich its pct,plc cottltl take llricle' He
has beerr ltatriotic, as \Yell,:rrttl has assiste(l tls to erect


this trilruie to tltose rvho fottghl ancl diecl for lillettl'.
e'iving lls ttlore thettl s'e corrltl pa1' hin.r for-


'i'1'1.," ,',.tor-t")' to Pay for thc lllolltllllellt catue iu llzlrt
fror.n the state zrl)l)ropriatiolr in part from a lllost gell-
et'otts cot.ttrilttttiou from tllc -fetrnings faririly, rvhose


arrcester. Col. Abrarn Gotrltl. fell at Riclgefiel<l: $50
frorn Gen. Sillirrtatr brauch of Briclgellort. alld the rest
frour coutrilrtttious of a feu' of the t.uemllers of the So-


ciety. Not a <lollar lvas tltltcu frotl its treaslttt'' I
rvisir to gile especial cre<lit irr the tllatter of secttring
srrbscriptious to \lr. Burr :trrtl Jutlge Hotchl<iss. atlcl


to thank ever)' tlotror.


Work Is Done.


"fJr. Presitlettt, yoLrr collrmittee has finishetl the
l'ork u'hich u as givetr it to do. aud rve hale placctl
upoll a f ottntlatiot-t of rocl< this statue of etldttrillg
l>iorlre. \\re lrelieve in thc efficacy oI this tllatrtrer of
teachittq ltistorr'. l'[a1'e1' (iaynor, of Neu' York re-


cclrtl1, r-isite<l his lrol'hootl ltome, arrtl there for the first
tirre lealrrerl tlrat the llattlc of Orisliarl\' \\'as forrght







\\'ithill a nrile of the l)lacc \\'hcrc ltc rt:rs l>ot'n. C)ut'


-eocietv has erecterl .orr the spot:r ttt<itttuttetrt ittrcl norv
e\,er')' orre lino\-s it.


"I-eonirlas uith his ;l()0 SPaltans hclrl thc Pass at
'l'hernropvlae against a cotlntlcss holtlc of Persians.-fhe scrrlptnrerl lion that u'as pl:rcctl thcr-c u'ith the
irrscription:


" 'Go. stranger, ancl to Lac-c-<1uc-nron tcll,
That here oberiient to her las's rvc fcll.'


Has nta<le therrr. the evcnt, an<l tlrc pass inrnrortal.


Few Realize Story.


"It has lrceu sairl that all Grcccc for- ccnturies lracl
the liues bv heart. I Iorv fcrv peoplc of thcsc tiures krrorv
the full storl' 6f 'l'r'\'orr'* rai<1, or rc:rlizc th:rt in connec-
ticin u'itl'r it tooli placc the lr'!ost inrl)ortant fightinq of
the rvar in onr Statc: or the lrulnl)cl's:urrl <lnalitv of
tl.rose engaii-e(l on lroth sirles; or of thc e-rcat pirrt it
yrlavctl in <lefeating the sr:her.ne of crrlling olf Nen' Iirrg-
larrd ancl tlepriling \\'ashingtou's irrnrl' of its supplies.


"But for all the ,\'cars to conrc thc '\4inute X'l an'
poised to catch a last shot at thc irrvadirre lle(l Coats,
rvill tell the stoty to cvcrl' passcr lr\', ,,r at least rvill
gile the snggestiorr uhich ltta)' lc't(l lrirtt to stn<lv it:
and the lreautiful conccption of thc altist u'ill shou' to
people yet rull)orn u'1.rat l1ra1lnc1' of nrcrr those u'ere
u'ho learnirrg of the prcsence of thc lratcrl foc irr those
<larrs u,hen there urere none of thc llrcserrt nretho<ls of
spre:rding information in an iucrcdibll' 511611 tinre, left
their hornes, nrarched all night aucl all <laf irr the storn-t.
arr<l theu darecl to oppose the vctcran tl'oops of Errg-
lan<I. although onlrrnnrbcriug thcnr thrce to one, ancl
shorvecl that nran to malr they wcrc their snperiors,
rvl.ren in <leferrse of their horres ancl all that they held
rlear ancl actuaterl b1. the sacred spirit of freerlorrr.


"J'o vorl, rePreseutiug the societv frottt rvhich rve
receivecl orrr corlrrrission, u'e deliler tlte corlllleterl nre-
urorial."


)n:sident LE\\/lS U. CURTIS


Proud to Receive It.


Presirleut Lcl'is ll. Curtis of thc Counectictrt State
Societr', irr acccptirrg thc st:rtrrc.. siri<l:


"Irt rcceiving this trtorrurrterrt fronr r-otrr hiur<ls, I
:rrn llllerl rvith pricle. \-ou sir', :Lnrl 1.orrr associatcs hetve
<lorrc :r nolrle tr.ork. arrrl can not rcceir e too rnrrch crc<lit.


"]ior rlan)' l'e:rrs. tlris ,rvorlt has nou- lrecrr goirrg
<ln, oftentinres rrnrler nrost tliscorrr:rgirrg conrlitious. lxrt
:rt l:tst it has lreen conrplctcrl.:u.rcl the rcsult is rvell
uorth u'aiting for.


";\t llrst. nothing ;rs pr-ctcntious [rs tlris rr rrs c()n-
terrrlllatcrl. Sorrrethirrg of thc glavestorre r:rlict-r' rr ith
a 1:tl>let on it u'as the hcight r>f our arnlliliorr. lrrrrl it
rvits rrot trntil -llr. II. l)auicl \\'clrstcr crLnlt: to ()nr r-r's-







Crle thirt Sllclt a l.rearrtiftrl lllollulllcllt lts tllis lreclttrrc


possil)le. 'l'ri trs, it u'as a l)iccc of grcltt goo(l lucli -\'()tlr
fintling it lttitlt lil<e f,Ir. \\-clrstcr r-ight herc itt torVtt'


Nlt<l hir<l the gcrtius, arrrl thc sl<ill to 1>rtirlrrcc stlcll:l 1-c-


srrlt. to s;rV nOtlring of haVinA- tlre llzitriotisrll to lrrirlg
tlrc cost Nithin ouf reach. [-Iis corrcelltion of tlte sulr-


ject rvas rtt:trvelrtus. arr<l his irr<lttstr-r' lrer'<ltltl l)l':lise'


Credit Due Committee.


" \\'hilc \[r. \\'elrster' \\'its thc cre lttor. \'o11 lttl<l


yolr-c()rrrrttittee rlatlc it ll6ssilrlc f6r ltirrl. \-9u lll'r-<-rttt'


cOurrcils :rn<l acl\ice, (ierrcrzrl (ircclct lrr' his cotlst:ttrt


criticislts irlrl sngsrestious. flt-. Ltltlrltis 1>1'his alrlc lrtrs-


iress tnrttt:t!{^etttcltt, \tr. ['lotchl<iss, rvh<l raise<l iL l:tt-gc


lrart of tltc ftrrttls. ]Ir. \\'icl<h:rttr, rVlto:Lirle<l us ill tll:tllv
\\'4,\'s. f lr. Sheru'oo<1. ortr treasttt'cr. ttl rvllotrl \\'c :tre


irtrlcllte<l for to-tlar"s irrr:lllQ'ellrcltts. :ttttl last lrttt rt<lt


least. to Ilr. F'iurr. slto:tltvavs sccttletl to lre otr hitrl<1,


arr<l n'illing rvltert attvtltillg u'as to llc llitctl<letl to. \\'c
also ouc:t tlcllt of gr:rtittrtlc to thc stlttc lloar<l of sctrll>-


tors. rt'htl ltai'e trlaterialll';ritlc<l tls lrv tlleir suggcstiolls'


arrrl frietrrllY cfiticisl.lts. 'l'o th()st: iVlt<l tlr;Lrle tllcl stittrte


possilllc lt1' 11.t"'t libctal ctlntt'ilrtrtitlrrs. \\'e call ()lll-y


t1r1nl< tlrertr f<lr their 1t:rtritrtisttt, lttttl trrtst that 1'c h;tye


irrltille<l our- olrligatiotr to thcrn irr a s:rtisfactr)r\- lllallller.


Turns Over Statue.


"-\nrl rtou-sir, to \'()11 its flrst sclcctrrtatr of tltc triu'rt


of \\'estPtirt. \\'e cottttrtctrtl tltc cltrc oI this tl.tottttttlctrt.


\tou nrlv u'cl1 fecl ltrtirtrl of it. for- it rlot otrlv nlitrl<s


a nrost intptit't:tnt historic:tl slx)1, l)tlt it is itsclf. lt thirrg
<rf lic:rtttr.. -'\ feu' rveclis itgo. I strl<lrl lrefore that <lthcr


lu'rinutc lniut, att(l in itrt:rgirratiort listerrerl to the shot
'lrertr<l routrtl the u'otlrl.' I refcl- tcl thitt f;rlltotts stittrte
bv l). (,. lircrrch at Cot.tcot-tl. \\ hile I u'as lost irr :rtl-
nriratiou at its trtarvelotts lleatttr'. as ll.tttst e\et't'otre lre,


u'ho sces it. 1'et I tell r'<lu thzrt this statue <li<l rtot srrf-


fer flonr tlre cornllarison. 'l'housan<1s have nrarle tlrc
trip to Crrncrlrrl urr<1 I-erirte'l ()r'r t() r'isit that historic;rl
s1)ot. aii(l to arlrrrire thc gr':rccful lincs of that statuc.
;rncl so Ivcrrturc to prcrlict rvill thous:rnrls visit this
sight irr tirrrc to conre, zrn<l ('orrrlto llcaclt, anrl Concorrl
u'i1l st;rrrrl sitlc ll,r'sirle in historic irrtcrcst.


" \\/cstPort shoulrl :rlrvtrys che rish anrolrg thcir
lrrightest posscssiorr, tlris spr>t. :ul(l the tltonurnerrt
rr'hiclt \\'c h:tve erecte<l 1o 1'1yyr,t,t"lnor;rte the uoblc
dee<1s crr:rcte<l herc."


-l-lte cltol.rs ()nce nrore s:ulg :rs thc unveilirrg of thc
statuc trrolt PIacc, the pr-ctt,r' tlaughtcr of \Ir-. Crrrtis
assiste<1 lrv llrcrvster- Jcrrrrirrus Perfornting this :rct.
nridst hurrahs an(l enthusi:rsrn thzrt rouserl thc rlea<l.


in serrtirncrrt. irr \\'estport.


Wakeman Accepts.


Sclectnrlrr I-cu'is P. \\'irl<cnr:rn irr accel>ting tltc
statrlc orr lrch:rli of the tou rr sai<l :


"lrt acccPting this tucntot'ilrl of lr1,g1;11s <lavs arrtl
heroes. for tlrc torvn of \\'t'stprlrt. it is u'ith the ltro-
fourrdcsr ajlprcciation of thc spitit of tlrose u,ho honor
us rvith thc gift.:rs \vell as oI tltc lristoly that madc srrch
a nreruori:rl possilrle. ltlarrsilr'lc. I:rnr rtrirrrlecl to fccl
that the horrot of :rccelttina tlr:rt rtrcntr>ri:r1 nright lrct-
ter have lleen inrposerl ullorr sotnc rcsi<lent llore cl()-
(luent, for rvorrls seeul l)()or irrtlcc<l in expressirrg fe cl-
irrs orr srlch utr occasion. \'ct I plcatl guilt1' to pritlc.
first irr tlrat I :rrn tlte tou'rr's sl)()lls()r ()ll s() arrspicious
air occasirlrr; :rg:rin that I :rnr, fie'rrrativcll'. eod fathcr-
of so slllcrrrli<l :r srrbject. tlurl \\/clrster n,ho Itas nr;rrlc
possilrlc so characteristic ir lnollulltcltt to our Ttcvol-
rutionar-v silcs. thirt slrall pcrpctually'st:rntl for orlr coull-
trg anrl for frecrlonr.


Frame His Counterpart.
"] irttt prorrtl for lte rsorr:rl rc:tsons. l t is ;rrr olrl


saving: 'Sonrc :tre lrorn grc:rt, solttc lr:rvc glcitln('ss
tlrr-rrst ulrorr thcnt.' 'l-hc llrllct'cirsc I lirrrl 1o lrt.rrr\'


Il1l







o\\'u. I mav be patclonetl tlris pritlc -r'ct irr 1hc cortrposite
lrrorrzc has been tno.ttl<lc<l the ctlttrttct'prtrt frattre of


,r'our lrrrrrlrle sct-vant an<l fcu' greatcr- hottot-s ttther tharr
havirrg been a Nlirrtrtc i\'titn itr f:rct. rlo I cotrcctlc thau
that r>f havir-rg beerr part of thc c:ottccptitlrr att<l art of
the scttlptor 1ro\\' given to tlre frrll lia'lrt of tliL-t'.


"IIay' i1. sig-nificatrt:c u'eiglt: ttl:l-\' its cltltracter
inspire irll u'ho see it:lroltra'i'irtg:rs il rlocs 1hc lrrcatlth,
irrtegritr'. stanriua atr<l Plucl< of our' [ore Iltthcrs. :trttl trray
\\'e irs:t people Ievcrclrcc tlrztt scrttirrrcrrt tlr:tt tvc tttttst
sce in the nrinrl's e)'c cro\\'rrs this stlttuc rrith thc glor-
iorrs hcritac-e that nratlc tts ,\rrtcliclttts.


"Gcntletuen, for nry fcllorv citizcrrs of \\'cstport,
I acccPt arr<l heartily tltiurli ),ou f or' l lris sPlcrrtlitl rttc-
nroriul."


'l-hen canre :Lrlrlrcsscs lrr' \\'illilrrrr I l. lltu-r. ztlorre


tlre nr:rster spirit hctc irr fostcr-irrg rtrtrl [,Lthcrirrg thc
irrslliration that bcc:rrrrc :r rcalit-r' to-rl;t_r', sllc:tltittu orr:
"'l'hc Storv o{ the Irtvasit.,u."


The Invasion of Connecticnt in1777.


Ncither colonial historr', uol llrc crrrctrrrerrts of the
gencr-:tl court. aftcr l<iu{r-l-v protccti<)n \\':rs renouncc<1.


rccold the u:rnre of thc tou,n l'itlrirr rvlrosc lror<lcrs
\\'c :rrc cor.nnrelnoratirrg :ttr event irr rr lriclr Corrrre cticttt
ruren fronr f'lassachusctts to thc scir, fr,trglrt in rlcfcrtse
of hrlrne arrcl cottntrt'.


'l'ltc onrissiott of our nalrtc [t-otrr tlrc c:trl,r't-olls
nrir\,:!ccolrnt for tltc tlilllcultv sotttc rlf ottr jottrrrals
crllerierrcc<1 irr rlefirritcll' locatius us. -\larrr' points
orr tlre n<ir-th shr>r'c of l,orrg lsl;rrrrl Sorrnd hirvc been
tlescrillc<l lrv the l)r'css irs \\icstport. Cornpo antl Cerlar
Poirrt. 'l'hough nerv in niune ()ur claiur to a.ncicut her-
ititgc is r-ali11. 'lrvo of the nrost respectalrlc early
"(lruuts" p:trted rr ith tlrcir choicest lanrls :urrl ltest
citizerrs tlrat 'rr-e nriglrt h:tvc a 1ll:rce in the fcrlcratirln


of torvns irr this contntouu c:rlth. i\ goodlv rir.er clivirlerl
Ol<l liairflelcl frorr Norrr':rll<, ltrrt l'e caPture<l the river
giviue us the finest strcarrr irr liairfielcl connty.


Our grcetings this rlrtr. u'ill not be as explosive
or as destructive as \verc tltose I'otrchsafecl lry our an-
cestors in 1777 to their visitots. We clo corclially u'el-
come \/ou to our to'lvn lrrrrl 1>icl you enjol' a short lte-
lor-rging to the 1teo1lle. of nlrtchless beauty. ancl rich in
its histotical settine.


\\ihat occurred herc tL century ar.rcl a third ago
swept yotr<ler hilltop fronr llrc conmon place. and gave
to the cilcling shore anrl sparkling river- a special im-
portance. 'l-he nralshallcrl hosts of to-<la1r llay carlse
the armies of tl-re past to look insigrrificarrt. but the
displav of heroisnr that clr:rrut:tetized the sntall ltarr<1


of pzrtriots in their persisterrt cfTorts to capture or de-
stroy the invaders, is urrsur-ltzrssed in valor. ancl is
rvorthy of a conspicrlous lxre'c irr our countr)"s Itistorr,.


1'he tangiltle results of thc prourpt rising. ancl the
vigor u,ith u,hich the Statc rr':rs <lefen<le<l orr those April
clavs in 17?7 prevcntecl frrtthcr incursiorrs of a lil<e
character itrto the irrterirlr oi thc Statc, ancl the prox-
imity of such arr alert :rrrrl irrcspressi'llle foe, kept a
large forcc to garrison Ncrr' \'orl< alt(l so uraterially de-
pleterl I-l ou,e's arrtry ir.r thc liclcl.


'fhe sltring <>l 717-t hlt<l o1>ened lrrightly for the
roval arnrs. the exlteclitiorrs into New Jcrsey ancl up thc
Httrlson harl been successfrrl ancl conseqnently Sir \\ril-
lianr Hou'e u,as rleternrincrl to tzrke posscssion of rvest-
ern C'onnccticlrt arr<l cal)t11l'c thc stores at I)anltrrry. \\,-e
fir-rtl tbeir corlirrg recor'<lcrl thrrs: "On liriclay. April
2;'rff1, 1777, a nrilrt sunn1, :rftcntoon. tu'cnt1'-six sails <tf


the enemv's fleet anchorcrl at the mouth of the Sau-
gatuck rivcr in the tou'n of liairfield, a little before
sturset. 2.000 rvell arnted troops u'ere lancled orr the
lons lreach at the foot of thc lrcautifrrl hill of CornPo."
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'['his u':rs a notal)]e us rvell :rs u rrolrlc lran<1 of ntcrr
rvlro cirrrrc to "exercise the zrrts of rlar-." irr olreclicrrce
to thc corrnrrrrrd of their- kirrg. (icrr. 'l'ryorr cornrnarr<lerl
tlrc expe<1ition, an<1 his troolrs in <liscipline, serr-ice, arr<l


corlrzrgc rcpresente<l tlrc flou'er of the Iirrglish arnr\'.
'l'hel l ct'c resplerrtlcrtt irr thcir llrilliarrt rrrrif<>rnrs. an<l
trottrte<l orr harrrlsornc chargers rnzr<le:I nl()st irrrltctsirtQ
:Il)l)cilr-ancc. 'l-lrey u'erc not Fl cssi:rns ltut gentleruen.


'l'his is llrrnl<er IIill rlav; -l ji I vcirrs ugo to-(lav t\vo
of the resinreuts. thc liirrc-'s Orvrr lica-inrcrrt, an<l the
\\'elch litrsiliers. u'ho lcatl the ch,rrgc lt1 llrrrrl<er I Iill,
zLn<1 later forrght hcrc. left o\rer:r ltrrrrrlr-crl rlciL<1 orr thitt
nrenroralrle frelrl.


licu- of <>rrr sr.r'rlie r-s \\'ere irr':Lilrtlrlc l;r- rlcferse. :rs


thev u'ere sharirrg thc fortrrrres of rvlrr- u ith \\'ashingtorr
ir.'. ^\erv Jcrsev, or tlcfcntling tllc forts orr the I Iu<lsorr.
zr fact knrirvn to 'l'r-r'on. ITe :Lnticipzrtcrl littlc diflicultl'
in holrling the corrntr'_r.anrl rvirrnirrg it l>:Lcl< to the cro\\'ll.


At thc hcarl of Conrpo strcct :r fcrr pirtriots ol)elre(l
fire orr tlrc aclvarrcing ccllurln iur<l ir nunrl)er of rc<1-


coats feli. -[-rvorr cntere<l l)iurllrrr'-r,. S:rttrrrlay after-
rloolr. corupc:11ilg thc little biLrr<l of rrrilitia rvhich u:rs
garrisonirre' the torvn. to rvith<lr':rrr . I lc cstalrlishe<l his
hearklrrarters arrrl thosc of (lerrer-ir'1 .\crrcrv an<l Jlrskinle
irr favorallle localitics,:Lrrrl <ylrzrrtcr-cri thc troops in the
renrairrirrg horrses llrclraratot-1' to zr continrtetl occtt-
l)anc\,. 'l'rvon rvith his n'rarching thousarrrls tnet onlv
scattcrirre groul)s of rrrilitia in thc:tr1r':rrrcc arr<1 hc urr-
<loulrte<llv felt the r-())/:rl 'u-ur\/ \\,:rs sccurc frotri tuolcs-
tatior.r, lrut that night he \\'as \\;itrnc<1 ll1. the l61111lisls


thrLt the cortntrv lv:rs risir.rg anrl tlr:r1 gerrerals. lrerocs
of nranv lrattlcs \\'crc aPproachirrg rvith 1>atriots u'ho
rr-ere gzrtlte ring fronr tlre lrillsitlcs f:rr- urr<l rre at. 'l'rr'ou
rrecrle<l rro other irlpetus to hastcn his <1c11:rrtrrre. I-orrg
lrefor-e <l:rrrn his lrrrglcs sounrlerl, lris rrcr rver-e arouserl
luntl prrt in ruarching orrler, thous:rnrls of lr:irrels of t)ro-
visiorrs u erc <lestrovcrl. ;rnd lirc lrran<1s rvere aPPliecl
to cr e r-r' house irr the village c\ccl)t those of the 'l-ories.


Srrch llriellJ, tol(l rt,zrs tlte a(lyitllce tq, atrtl occtlpalrcY
oI Danlrrtr-r'by his rrrajcstr"s troolts. I-et rrs olrservt:
hon' the corrirrs3' of tlrese lrattalions effecterl the -\ruer-


ic:rns. 'lrvort's forces \\ cl'e ltLntle<1 Iltirla)' ct'enitrg,
an<l not rlntil nri(111ight u;rs iris olljectivc l)oint lilto\vn
to 111" l)atl-iots. Ileiorc tlrc <1au'rr of thc nerv d:t1' tnes-
scugcrs sivift as thc ri<icr to Lexingtolr, or those u'ho
suurnronerl Clarr -\lpine to tlrc' figltt, u'ere speerling far
over the hills anrl vallcl,s crrlline'orr all to tcsist the
foc. 'l'hc nitnrcs of the nrcn \\ lro llor-e on tlre s'aruiug
lray never lrc knor-rr. lrtrt lristor_r' tells us tltat Gcneral
Silliruan. u'ho s'ns zrt his lcsi(lelrcc:rt [iairficl<1. inrrr.re-
rli:rtclv se rrt orrt his exprcsscs to rrlirrlu the countrl' ancl
cr>llect the rrrilitia. Her:tlrls ()n s\\'ift relal's of horses
trarrsnrittcrl the rressae'c florn lranrl to harr<l, village to
villaa-e, the sea to the hills, lLn<l it r,r'as not sufTer-erl to
tlrolr rrntil thc state u'as as'lorr. 'l'he call l-net \\'ith such
a loy'al resl)()use. that e:trlv on S:rtur<lzrv nrorlliug Gelr-
er-:tl Sillinrau \\'as orr his \\':r-\ 1o lierlrling u'ith .l0o nrerr.
,\s the patriots \\'or111(l thcil rr a), 1ll) the steep hills. they
\\'cr-e over-t:Ll<en lry trvo lror-sctrrett. tir-nclv t'citrforce-
rrrerrts, u'ho fillerl their hclLr'1s rlith hope, ft>r olre \\'zrs
(icneral \\ ooster. contuurrrrlcr- of thc Connecticut rnil-
iti:t. anrl tlre other GcncuLl ,\rrrt>l<1. s'ho h:r<l fought
1ll:rrry e battlc on sea :rnrl llLnrl. Sheritlan's ride over
a g()o(l llrort<1 highrlal' frorn "\\/iuchester 'l'ou'u" has
bce rr nrarle irrrtnortal. Ove r lorrglr roacls for f ullv thirtl'
nrilcs harl pressed these tu o olficers.


LIpon lcarning that thc crrenrlr \\,ere tetrcating to-
rvarrl Ritlgcficl<1, on Sttnrlav morniug Arnol<l arrd Sil1i-
lr'lir1r \\,ere rletacherl u,it1.r forrr hrrurlrerl meu fo cross
the countr-r' arrrl take.post irr that tou-n. u'hile Getrer:rl
\\-ooster rvith tl-o hurr<h'crl rlerr rvete to itttack the
['larrk anrl rear'. of the retir-ina' colutrns.


'\s the I']ritish errtcrcrl l{irlgeficld, GencriLl \\Ioostet-
rrr:t<1e tu'o assarllts anrl capture<l irt the first. fortl' ltris-
oncrs. E,ncorrrae-.ed bv his srlccess. \\tooster urgetl his
r.rrerrr to l)r'ess ()r1 exclairrirrg: "Co1ne on lroy's. never
r.rrirr<1 snch r-an<1on.r slrots." .\s lrc thrrs lecl tltctl clu he
fell nrort:rll\'\\'o111r(le(1 ar1(1 the nolrlc patriot \\'its lrorne
frorr the c<>rrflict.


.\nrol<l arrcl Silliuran ha(1 cotrstructetl:tcloss the
villaee street a- lrarricarlc a1l(l here 500 llre1l ltclcl
the 2.000 troolls of the liina-in check for an hour. Col-
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()r1cl Gorll(I. of l'airficl<I, comnrancling the fourth Con-
nccticut llilitia u-as.liillecl u'ith nran)' of his men. The
lrattle that openecl or-r the hills that Sunrlay morning ex-
terrrlerl to the Sea. The nrinnte 1re11 continuecl to pour
irr fronr the <listant parts of tl-re State, arrcl l'hen Tryon
1e{t Ilidgefield on flonclav mornir.rg, ltoints of advantage
\rere occupierl lry contir-rentals, fror.r.r rvhich deaclly mis-
siles rvere sent into tl.re retreating ltattalions. the hills
resorrrrcling u'ith the roar of canl.r()r.l :rrr<l the rattle of
mr-rsketry


. " As the farrners gave them ball for ball,
From behind eacl.r fence ancl farm 1'arrl rvall."


tlolonels llnntington anrl Osu'ald u'ith fir,e hun-
clrerl nren an(l Lalrp's artillery fronr Ncrv Ha'r'en oc-
cupie<l the hill to the \\'est of thc Sarrgatuck river above
the lrriclge. Tryon sarv it worlld ltc intltossible to acl-
vance in that direction, he tnrr-rc<1 his horses and fordecl
the tiver and at a clonble quick slcp rnarlc for his ship-
Pn1g.


General Trvon finrlirrg it iurp<issilrlc to cscape rvith-
out assistance ordered Sir \\/illi:uri lirsl(inc to land the
nrarines frorn the boats (six ships having arrive<l the
night before) anrl talie position o11 Cor.npo Hill rvith
field guns ancl check thc arlr'ancc of thc ltatriots. Prob-
zrblv not far fronr 2.ir00 British troolts \\'crc o11 the hill
u-hen Colonel Lamb, u'ho hacl just riclclcrr in sonre sixty
miles from Southingtolt, proposcct to carry the forti-
fications by stornr. -l'he troolts rca<lily aclvancerl. re-
ceir-ing unterrifiecl, the grape shot lvhich \\ret'e clltting
clorvrr their ranks. ,\s they reachccl thc fence. Colonel
Lanrb fell setiouslv 'r,vounclecl, the progress of the Con-
tinentals s'as checkcd ar-rd the British withclreu'to
their ve-ssels u'ith the Anericans ltressing them closelv.
After the eneagement a house on the plain u'as taken
for a hospital, u'here lnany of the rvorrnrlecl from both
arnries received sureical aicl. Nlanl' of those u'ho fell
l'ere ltorne to their oln tolvns for sepulture. but irr a
long grave nrore than a score of patriots rvere laid to
rest : among u'honr rvas I-ientenant Samnel Elnter r.r'ho
canre from Slrat-on ancl fell at the fence. His father had
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l.ris renrains rernovecl to tlrc cenre terl' at (lreeus liarnrs
rl'here the ancieut stone llcztr-s this clnaint inscrilltion:


" Our -vouthful hero, bold in arms
His country's causc his bosont rvarms
To save her rights, foncl to engage
And guard her frortr iL 'I';-rant's rage,
Hies to the field of l>lood and death
And gloriously rcsigrs his breath."


\\'c noticc<l or-r the arrival of the British, they u'ere
sorne of thc fincst troops lrcaring the royal stan<larrl.


\\re u'ill 1ro\\' consi(lcr those rvho gave thenr battle.
I{ajor Gen. \\/ooster, lvlro rras lrorn in Stratford. ancl
fell at ltidgefielrl, r,vas ncitrl;, three score alrd ten years
of age. Upcir-r learning of the coming of the British
he nrountecl his horse arrrl lo<le 6fty niles to leacl the
attack on the inyaclers. Hc lr:r<l ren<lerecl valu:rble service
in the lirench ancl Inclian rvars ancl in Canacla. "'l'hey
rvho clie in a goorl cause zu'c re<leetrecl frotn rleath, eaclr


l)lace gro\\,s proucl for thctn u'ho u'ere borrr there. As
Gocl musters ther11 out on c:u'th he enrolls thenr above."
Arnold \\,as very brave an<l leceiyecl the thanks of Corr-
gress, he rvas also preserrtcrl u'ith a horsc hanclsor-nely
caparisoned for his servicc at this tirne. Gen. Sillimar-r,
Cols. Goulcl, Huntington, Osu'ald and Lamb hacl seen
service, euld nlany rvho tool< part in the ltattle on Cornpo
Hill u'crr: clestinetl to holrl irrportant ltositions in the
ne\v nation.


\\'ashingLorr placecl I-arnb ir.r cornmand at \\iest
Poir-rt and after the rval lrc apltointed him Collector
General of the por-t of Ne rr, \'-orl<.


Sixteen year old Olivcr \\i olcott 'rvhose father s'as
one of the signers of the l)cclaration of Ltclependence,
follorveri Colonel l-amb irr his charge on Cor-npo Hill.
Oliver retnembcrecl his nrother's arlnronitiorr rvherr she
hanclerl him his father's flintlock "'lo corr<lrrct himself
like ir good solrlier." He rvas treasnrer of the U. S. for
fir'e years ancl Goyernor <tf Conuecticut for nirre )reals.


The large rnajority of tl-rose n'ho responcled to the
call ancl follolvect the oflicers r.r'ere those u'ho had been
left to care for the farrns, rvhile tl-re regulars u'crc u'itlr
the aruty. Xlany were vefy o]d sonre \ret'y ]/oultu, tlrc,r'
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caule i11 thcir hourcslltrrr. rvith \\'eal)ons rrith rvhich thev
rverc il]ost fanriliar-. 'l'hc1' 'rVcre <>il11- :r f r-iLctiorr of those
rvho u'ere entluring hittrlship for thc causc of iu<1c-


llerrtlence, lrut ther'\\,er-c zrctrlate<l lr1'thc sitrne spirit
antl entitlerl to the sanrc gloriorls recoe'nitiorr as those
rvho forrght u.here tlrc crrthusiasrn clf rrrrrrlrcrs :ur(l the
inspiration of rrrarti:rl rrrrrsic ruarlc onc forgetful of self
arrrl stirrerl to <1ee<ls of valor.


\\'ith srrch a sturth'an(l il'resl)r-essilrlc foe:rt his
<loor anrl a1r rllrc()n(lrrcr-ett corrntr-r. strctclring zr\\'irv t()
tlrc I'last of tlre IItrtlson. is it srrrlrrisina- that Lrlr<1
Ilorve. trrr:ne<l :r rlcaf c:u-to the crrtrcirtics of C]crr. Ilur-
goyne to serr<l hinr rcirrforccurents?


'['hrcc thous:rnrl troops :rrrivcrl fiir' il<live. Clinton
rnovcrl up the lJutlsorr lir-cl lrut too llttc to save llrrr-
gr.)\,ne, an<l thrrs thc lirst great Yictor'\. L:aurc to -\uter-
ican zrrrus. Horve rightll' rlivinerl thc purPosc of ruilitia.
for thc day Clirrtorr rttovc<l rrp the r-ivcr'. thc Conrrecticut
llrerl \\'ere nrarching to the llu<lsorr.


\\-e cannt>t at tlris tirne <lescrilrc rvhat occrlrre(l in
the rlifferent crtgugctt.tcrrts :rn<l horv fronr 1>oint to p<>irrt


the Continentals cn<lcar,or-crl to capturc the foe. 'l'he
tlritish recorrls sh<>rv th:rt their loss rv:rs three hrrrr-
rlrc'<1, prolrably rlorrlrlc th:Lt of thc '\rrrericans. \\'hcrr
thc liirrg's troops rc:rche(l their vcssels the_r' threrv
therrrselves orr thc <lcclts colnl)lctcly exhauste<1. thev
clainretl the_r' ha<l frirrght trvice tlreir nnlnl)er arr<l ha<l
lreert u'orse harrrlle<1 tlr:rrr irt Concor<l alr(l Le\inS-tolr.


\\-e are lrot llcl'e to exhibit thc trophies of rr':rr,
to tlescribe battlcs. to <lisplay arrcicnt :rrn.l()r-. or t() ul)-
holrl ruilitirrisur. lxrt \\,c irre hcre to conrrncnrl th:rt sllirit
rvhich is in nr:rrr. that,rvill st:tntl for the right. lrecarrse
it is r-ight. -\ rrati<xr is siukirra'into <lcc:rrlence that
rloes not cherish thc n.rcrrror'1'of thosc u'ho rlierl irr lrer
service, r'tr of thosc rvlr<l h:tve u rought for he r- cnuur-
cr patron.


\\re har-e passcrl tlrrorrgh thc gerteu av of thc cerl-
turr'. beltincl lts:Lre thc vcars of ouI fathers. aroun<1
rrs tbe heritagc thet' have gir-en to ns an<l to all u-ho
u'ill aclopt this larrrl as thcir ou'n u'itl.r its u-ou<ler-ful
possilrilitics.


1S l9


'l'he nrilltrtc-llrcll [rs all organizati()1r r]lirv have


l)asse(1 into histor'1'u'ith tlrc lirst lr:Lttle of the lc'n'-
olrrtion. lrrrt the nrirrnte-nrcrr as in<livi<1uals lravc llecrr.
arrrl u'ill contirrue to lre, thc tnetr, n'lto irr the hour of
tlreit corrntrr"s lleril. or- rrcc<1. \\'c[e. arr<l at'e r-early
:rnrl rr-:ritirrg to corrsecr:rtc thcir lives to het scrvice.
'l-hc_r' urarlc 1-rossilrle thc ltcvoltrtion. thet' :uls\\'cr-ed l)v
the terrs of tlrousantls florrr thc ,\tlarrtic to the Pacific
u'hcrr Pr-csi<lerrt Lirrcolrr callccl for voltrnteers to save
the rruiorr. \\'e rejoicc th;rt as l'e rlerlicate this tne-
nrorial to the heroes of tlrc tlistant pzrst rve havc n'ith
tus the herocs of (icttvslrur-g, Vicl<slxrrg, an<l sotne of
thent are u'eirrirrg th:rt 1lr-ccious erllllcrn llc:itirrg thc
of their torvus to pl:rce tlrcil narnes on thc toll.
inscriptiorr of rrrinrrte-rrrcrr lrccarrse thcv u'cre thc first


'l'mlv in this sloriorrs {rrlrr-ic of thc rrlrior.l the chief
architect is the plain nxrn. -\s the strrrctrrrc rises irr
tr-nth arr<l lor':tltv it u'ill lrc rrrote lasting th:trr granite,
antl reflect th:rt light. lilrcr-t-r irrrrl justicc u'hich proceerls
frour the throne <lf Go<I.


Our- altist nrav h:tr-c e'rrirre<l his concelltiorr of that
firln. nollle aurl resolute facc rr e have lrefole rrs to-<lay,
fronr:r strrrll'of thc life of his kirrsnran antl rvhosc nzune
he lrears, rvlrosc stlLtesrrarrslrip torvcrs alrove lris corr-
tent lrora r-ies an<1 rvlrose clo(l rlerrce rerl:rilts ultsul'l)asse(I.
l,Ir-. \\t-e]rstcr's p:rrcnts left the Nc,u' Iingl:rrrrl hills to
fotrrtrl a hortrc orr the \\'estcrn plairrs. 'l'he sorr has re-
trtrnc<l that rre rrrie'ht havc his corrcelltion of rvhat the
truc -\nreric:rrr is. ulr(ler rvh:rtevcr skics it ru:r1' be his
forturre t<> livc. It is not thc perfect font'r. or- his e<1rrip-
nrerrt of ancient arllror. th:tt -stirs out'souls:ut(l fires
ottr inraq-irr:rtiorr. lrut the spilit tlrat is crnlrorlic<1 in the
ttr:ut that will learl hint <tn to rlo arr<l <l:rrc, urrtil the right
is tritrrrrpltarrt. J'l rrntarr fornrs 1)ass a\\r:rlr, thc zrrtnor of
r-c'sterrlav is thc junk of to-<llt-r. zrs ours rvill lre of thc to-
luror-ro\\'. lrut the spirit of tlrc ltast rvill continuc to lrctu-
:tte lir-es as l,rrrS- as thc suu lloo<1s hilltoP arrrl r':rlle'r.u'ith
its e'lori<>us efTrrlgcnce.'l'his lrearrtifrrl nrerrror-i:rl shotrlcl
lrc:rr frorrr thr-'past to tltc fulrrre tltc thouglrt of thc grcat
()t':ltor- rv'ltcrr spcaliing of tlrr rse rr lrrl u'crc t<l follou'. s;ri<1 :


"\\ c rvclct)nl(' \ ()u 1() tlrt, lrlcssirrgs of goorl q'ovcl'n







lurerlt alrd religious lilrertr'. to the treasurcs of science,
zrn<l the <lelights of lcarrriug, to the imnrcasnrable bless-
ings of ratioual existence, the inrrrortal hope of Chris-
tianitr'. ancl the liehts of cverlasting trrrth.


" We glon' in the sages
Who in thc <lays of yore,


In combat nret the foeman,
And drove them from the shole.


We glory in the spirit,
Which goaded them to rise,


And form a rlighty nation
tseneath thc western skies."


C)ttr uiurtte-l.uurrr loolts not orlt ircross the seas for
the foe but rather thc challcnge conrcs to us. to lte irr-
stant in season an(l ()ut. that our pricclcss l-rcritage lre
:rot pilfererl or u'tstcrl. th:rt no invirlions fr>c of the ltult-
lic rveal be pernrittc(l to <livert into thc n:rrro\\r chan-
nels the stfean.ls that in its ontvar<l conl'sc u'onlcl carry
blessing and hapl)ir.lcss to the ruultitu<lc.


\\'e rejoice that u'itr :rlr(l l)loo(lslrc<l itre of the past.
that bostile fleets:rrr<l iriva<lillg arutics are succeeded
by nrcsseng-ers of coll'ntcrcc, that thc choicest 1>ro<lncts
of triurl ancl haud are l)ciilg given to thc u'orlcl for the
benefit and enlightnrcnt of all nrar.rkirtrl. "'lhat cluty
liqhts the u'ay for thc lrcarrtiful fect of l)circe.'!


'llte rran \\'ho stalxls steadfaslll' for that u'hich is
right. u'ho u,oul<l bin<l all natiorrs nrorc closelv in the
bor.rtls of lrrotherlroo<1. rcltresents thc hiqhest stan<lar<ls
of an ,\urerican. bcforc u'hon.r Princes ltou'. to u'hotl
I{ina-s <lo reverence.


\\'e knou' corlrasc is lretter than fear, arrcl faith
is better tharr cloubt, an<l so long as fountains gush from
the rocks arrd ye111lst'rivcr llos-s on its conrse to the sea.
shall the spirit of patliotisll inspire the hearts of rrren
to tlre 1>erformance of noble deeds.


'lhe sculptor Il. l)arriel Webster. after prolongecl
cheeline'. a frtting trillute to his skill arrcl conceptiorl.
er-i<lence of u'hich rrou' stood revealerl. respondecl to
the call orr : "The '\rtist's Conception."
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Typifies Spirit of '76.


i\[r. \\/elrster s:ritl :


"/\tnotrg the ltrofessiort it is corrsitlcrc<1 t'erv ltacl
fornr f<>r'a sctllptor t<> ut:tl<c:t spccch at thc ttrrvciling of
his ou'u \\'olli, lrut I knou' tlritt rn1' cotrtctnPoretrics u'ill
l)al-(lon nre to-tlay for eurlrt'ltcing this ercclletrt oPPor-
tnrrit_r, to tlrarrk urost sitrcct-cl_r' itll those rvho havc helltecl
ture in iur\r \\'zI\r to cotnplctc this lrlolllllllellt-rt'ithout
the ai<l of ntv fricrttls it cotrltl rrot have lleetr a stlccess.


Irr the brorrze ligurc lrc[orc I'ou l h;tt'c ert<lc:tvorerl
to rel)rcserrt thc spirit of thc llr-ave nrctt rvho gaine<l for
us the lillcrtl' \\'e lro\\' crt jo_t. :trrtl paitl ftlr it l'ith their
o\\-ll l)rccious lrlo<-1r1. I lutr c: lriecl to t'eprcscnt :r uoltle
nran. frrll of strength irrrrl rlctcruritrctl to pt-otcct his
honre and faruilv ag;rir.rst tltosc uho ha<l cottrc to <lestrot'
his pt-operty iurrl deyrrivc hirrr of his Iilrcrtr,. Ilc is the
kincl of nrirn that rvas ulrlc to turn thesc Cottnecticut
stones to lrrearl arr<l tlrilc the llritish irtto tltc sca.


"\lv hope is that this tnonunteltt rlt:tv llc a lrorthv
renrin<ler to the courirrg gcncr:rtiotrs of all thitt tt e orve
to tlrc splen<licl rncrr of thc -,\rrrericarr Rcvolrttitltt. rvhose
sons zrrr<l rlatrghters \\'e arc prcltrrl to lrc."


)lrs. Johu L. Ilucl :urrl IIrs. Jolrrr 'l'. Sterling.
rcl>reserrting thc l). A. ll., :r<1<letl thcir portiolr to the
trilrrrte ?rs \\'ell of the sllirit as tbe altist. tht'ough his
statuc. irnrl Presi<lerrt (lcrrcr':rl flarlrlc, of \crv \-ork
closctl.


Mrs. Buel's Remarks.
'l'he next spcaltcr rvas \lr-s. Il. C. Ilrrcl. <>f Litch-


lieltl. State ltes'cut of the I). .\. R., u'lro saitl:
"fIr. Presitlent. Presitlcnt Gerreral. \'[a<lant \'-ice-


Presi<lcut Gcneral. Sorrs of thc Arnericarr llcvolrrtiorr
an<l gnests, la<lies :rnrl gctrtlcnren : " It is zt grcat pleas-
urc to lrring grcetirrgs to \'()llr socictl' ft'<lrrr or-er {.0o()
Connccticut I)aughtcrs of the Autcric:ttt ltelolutiort
u ho corrgt':ttttl:rtc their llrothcrs tll)()ll thc sttccess{rtl
orrtcorr.rc oI thcir lalror of lovc an<l patriotistrt.


Woman Can be Brief.
"I atn asltcrl to lre lrric[:rrrtl rvish t() l)rovc that a


\\'()nr:ur ciur l)c lrricf cvcrr rt lte rt spc:tltirtrJ for l.(x){) otlrcr'
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\\,olnclr. 'l'he tle cpcst f celings vorr knorv are alrva\ts
erprcsserl iu thc icrvcst rr orrls, :rrrrl so \'()r1 rnA\- nre :rsrlre
the tlc1>th of thc siuL'critv of orrr iclicit:ttions to \'or1r
societv to-<1av lrv lrrer-ity of n'ry s1>ccch.


The Women of '76.


"\'orrr-socictr':trrrl rttine, u,hich I hiLi'c the horror
of r-cprcserrting :rrc hcir-s tif zr coulnr()n ilrrtl' and olr'liga-
tion to lronor orrr- lirzrvc lrast arrtl thc nrcrr rrho gavc
rrs this rration. llut listcrr: u'hcrcvcr a nrirrrrte nrarr
nr:11' spring foru':rr-r1 to rJrrartl orlr coilst frorn invatlers
like 'l'r'r'orr. or11' I)arrglrtcrs of thc -\nreric:rn Ilevolrrtiorr
l'ish it tr> be forcvcr rcr.r.rcrnlrererl tlr:rt lrchirrtl hinr stoorl
tlre u'orttarr u'ith tlrc slrirrning u'he el, lrchirr<1 elerlr gurl
\\fzrs u <listaff. \\/c rraintirir.r arr<l:rlivals rvill nraiirtain
tlrat orrr u'ar for intlepcrrrlence \\'ils rvorr lr_\' the l'ornen.
our grarrrlnrothcrs of thc rvheel :urtl loonr.


"I knorv thirt the chivalrv irr thc hcart of evel'v
Son of the ^\nrcr-ic:rrr Iicvolrrtiorr to-<llLt' rvill lrcar rne
()ut ilr this. .\ll honor to thenr. to thc \lirrrrte llarr arr<l


that gr eat zrrnrv of nolrle. self-slLcrillcing. her'oic. re-
sourcefrrl:ur11 sclf-r-eli:urt rvonrcn rvlro sto<tcl lrack of
hinr arrrl proverl :rn invalrr:rlrle rcscr-r'c forcc in his rcar.


Tribute to Their Memory.
".\s their sorts arrrl r1:rrrghtcrs u'c rrnitc in pavirrg


rt trilrutc of lovc arrrl gr;Ltitrrrle t<l thcir rrrcnrorr.. flay
the (io<l of oul f:rthcrs hclp rrs to lre u'ortlrv of thc'r
rrrrselflsltness. thcir rolrilitt' an<l hiah irle:rls."


On a lrrig-ht uftelrroorr in -\pril. 1777, ir littlc ttvcr
Iil:i ve:trs ago the rcsirlcrtts of N<iru'alli zrrrrl liairficl<1
u ere thron'n irrto colrstcrnatiou lrv the irrr-ival clf 2t)
trarrslrolts a.rrrl sir \\-ar vcssels tl-r'irrg the llag of liirrq-
(ieorge. thc 'l-hirtl, oft the Car.rliccn Islanrl. Soou the
irig ships arrchorerl anrl in thc srrrrlight corrld be seen
tltc re<lcoats <liscrulrarl<ing anci c()nring zrshore in srrrall
lroats irr qr-eat nrrnrbers. It u'as on Conr'1to Beach at
the foot of thc hill that ther'first set foot. -.\borrt 2.()0()
of therr lrrn<1etl. iur<1 1l-ollalrlr. as nt:l1r\. rrrore rernairrerl
iu the shilis.
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Disastrous to Invaders.
'l'his is thc lregirlrrirrri of thc storv uhich tells of


thc' trrst Ilr-itislt itrt'zisi<ltl r,I Cottltecticttt, u hich \\ 2ts


ntore rlisastrorls t() thc irtVlrrlcr-s tlliLrl to the Ctlr-rtinelltals


irs l-cgal.(ls loss r>f lile anrl sull-critrg. antl as a tllzttter of


stratcs-\'the iailure of (icrrcr-al \\'illiarlr'l'rt'<lu to hold
his poiition in I)attltrtt'r' ltItcr- llltrtring it. n'as a big
<lctrirtrerrt to tltc,rvorking rrrrt of the plarrs tlf the llrit-
ish latcr irr \\';rs llol)c(l tll:tt ll,r'lrttrnirlg the
stores at I) ccttpvilltt-thc tou'tr u'oul<l cril>-


ple the Ncr ilrlrl l<cc1l thctlr lrrrsily er.rgaeetl


u'hile trvo s ()llc fi'orrr thc \orth arltl the
other fr6lr Ncrv Ygrli ttly'clrcrl trll the Iluclscltr atltl


rlou'n T-itl<c Cltitutltlairr itltcrrrlirrq.. to ctlt o1T Nes' llrrg-
lan<1 frotrr the Corrtirleut:tl Ior-ces.


Plot Was Foiled.
'l-he plot \\'as goo(1 lrttt tt'as foiletl lll'a little lritrrtl


of patriots frottr liairfieltl. Ncrr' Ilaverl. [ie<l<ling. Shar--


()lr. alr(l othcr tneu irl thc \\'csterll l)ztrt ()f the State'
'l'he Ilr-itish \.ere finallf' rlr-ivct.t fr'<>trr I):trrlirtrf itr<>tttr<1


to ltirlgelieltl u'hc're thel' 11 "'-" attztcketl fiercelv antl


for-ce<l to go o11. Hacl the llr-itish llceu utl:tlrle to occtll)\'
Compo l-Iill thcl- \'orrlrl ltll have llcerr caPturetl l>cfore


thev c<rrtlrl er-ultark an<1 szril a\\'2t\' out of re:rch of thc
(lor.rnecti cut \' :ttrkees.


Aimed for DanburY-


I-or<1 Hou c, in colltllllttltl of tlle llritislt at'tt.lt' itr


the sprirre of 1777. placetl \\'illiitrn -l'r-r'otr. Ro1'al (ior'-


.rnoi crf ^\cu' \-ork irt cotrltllatl<1 of an cxPeclitiolr rvhich


u,as to \\'ealiclt the resortrccs of Neu'lirlglarl<1 :t11(l


lrreali the ltatriotic spirit of the 1>co1lle. 'l-he direct
1)nrpose of the litst trill to (lotlrtecticttt rt':ts to caPtttre


tire stol'es at l):rt.rllurt'arltl <lrarv tlletl fronl thc C-orr-


tirrerrtal itt'tttt' itt Nerv Jersct' to the deferlse of Cotttrec-
ticrrt. so \\'caliertitlg Gerreral \\'ashirrgtoll's forces.


'l-hc Corrrrccticut rllell uts sooll as thet' t:tu- the lle<l


Co:Lts nt:il<irtg for Corrlllo Ileach scllt lllessellgers as


frr r rrs \ctt II:tYctr Nartritrg Peollle of thc al)l)roitcl] of
tltc llritish. -l'hcir 


Poirrt Of :rttacli \\'irs il()t lillort'tl tttt-







til tiret'harl landed ancl the rvord rvas given, "On to
J)anbury." But they didn't go ol1 to Danbury until
the urinute men fresh frorr.r tl-re plor,v hacl giver-r the
Rritish a little taste of ,\merican sharpshooting. The
British returned the fire and sent a cannon ball through
the house of the parents of Chancellor, Kent, to lvhon.r
the legal Drofession is indebted for the famons corn-
r entar-ies. The future aclvocate was in the attic at tl-re
tirne ancl has said that if it hadn't been for the ltig chinr-
ney there rvould probably have lteen lto comltlentaries.


Marched Through Fairfield.
The red coats r-narched to a point in the Danbury


roacl in the north part of Fairfield and cncanpecl for
tl-re night. At clarvn thel' started for Danbury. The
terror stricken inhabitants had fled arrcl the solrlierv
consisted of but 150 men, 100 of rvhoru tvere rrrilitia
lurel1. 1ey were hardll. enough to forr-r.r a rear gr.rard
for the etreatir-rg resi<lents.


Danbury's Rum.
But if l)anbury hach'r't enough solcliers to over-


porrver the Briti-qh sl-re hacl enough nrnt store<l ar,r'ay to
accomplish nearlv the sarne resnlt. In those clays run-r
rvas to a solclier a necessity, and great quantities urere
stolecl in Danbury. 'l'he or-rly way to clestroy this nurler
army etiqnette rvas to drink it and clrink it they clicl.
But there rvzLS too n-rnch for even 2,000 solclier-s arrcl tl-rey
t\rere a helpless lot by night.


Wantort rlestructiorr of the tou,n follorvecl. Only
houses protected lry the "Sign of thc \A,rhite Cross,'
rr.ere exerultt.


All this tinre Corrnecticut solrliers l'ere gathering
nnclcr General \Vooster, General Beneclict Ar-nolcl ar-rcl
Geueral Gold Sellick Silliman of Irairfielcl, an<l u,ere
r-apiclly rrarchitrg ton,arrl the British. 'lir1.on learne<1
of this ancl began to beat a hasty retreat to his ships
lr1, a r-nore u'esterly corlrse than he hacl corne.


Death of General Wooster.
This last rrove \vas foreseen by the Corrtirrer-rtal


forces'anrl Generals Arnolcl ancl Sillin-ran rnshe<l 500 nten
to ltirlgefielcl,i*'hile General \\/ooster r'ith 200're' *,ent
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to Danbury ancl harasscrl llrc enemy as they flecl. In
the first enconnter Gencr:Ll \\/ooster capturecl 40 ruen.
In the seconcl attack trvo tnilcs north of Riclgefielcl the
brave gerreral u,hile checr-ing on his troops rvas fatally
l'ounrlerl. lie rvas 6? .vc:rrs of age rvhen he was killed.


Held British Two Hours.


\'leanr,vhile the boys in lrluc ancl buff uncler Gerlerals
Ar-no1cl ancl Silliman wer'(' rvaiting in Riclgefielcl. A
barr-ica<le hacl been throtrrrr ul) on Riclgefiekl street ancl
the British anct Contir-rcrrt:rls fought face to face. It
\\'as two hours before thc trairrecl English solcliers, the
florver of the British arrtrl, corrlcl make any heaclu'ay
rrnder the galling fire of thc r\nrerican grllls, altl-rough
the latter u'ere. outnrln.rbcrcrl alrrost four to one. At
this battle Lientenant-Colorrcl Abram Goulcl fell rror-
tally r.vouncled. The British spent tl-re night in Ridge-
fielcl.


At morning they startc<l for their ships. Generzrl
Arnolcl forcecl them to ch:tngc their route ar-rr1 they
startecl for the ford at the Saugatuck river. They fir-r-
ally succeecled in reaching Con.rpo Hill where they hacl
a chance to train their field picces on the Anrericans.


Made Desperate Attacks.


Although it was like flying in the face of cleatl-r,
L,ieutenant San.ruel Elmer, of Sharon, rvho hacl just
retnrnerl frorl the arnry in Neu' York on a furiough
rvith 100 volunteers attackc<l the British ancl Lieu-
tenant Elmer met his cleath. Another galiant effort
u'as made by Colonel John I-amb and his artillery from
Neu' Haven, ltut the British continued to holrl the hill.
Reinforcements carne from the ships ancl while the
frcsh troops from the boats covered the Continentals,
General Tryon's arrny about 200 short of the number
rvhich lanclecl fled in srnall boats to the big ships h'ait-
ins ontside the bay.


'l'hc rlcath ro11 of the Continentals tvas proltably
(iO. 'l-u'ctrt1. rif thcse fottncl frtaves ir-r the lteach rvltcrc
tlrt'_y lrrrrl losl llrcir- livcs.
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In the old grave yarcl at Gt'eens Farms the body
of I-ierrtenant Elmer.lies buried. A plain heaclstone
uarks his resting place. The follorving iuscription is
on the stone:


..ffff:T::l.';T";"


-^' 
T:H;':r;il"r;'""J;:"'" "


Al.*rr- 28, 1777


tr, 25rtt YEAR oF Hrs AGE.


'Our youthful hero, bold in arrns,
To save her rights, fond to eltgage,
And guard her from a Tyrant's rage,
Flies to ye field of Blood and Death,
And gloriously resigns his Breath.' "


Mrs. Sterling's Speech.


On behalf of the National Society of the Daughters
of the Americzrn llevolution, of 'rvhich she is Vice-
Regent, NIrs. Jol-rr-r Sterling, of this city spoke as fol-
lou,'s:


"X,Ir. President, Connecticut Chapter S. A. R. and
Guests: In hearing the chairman introduce the Na-
tional Society, D. A. Il., our thoughts speecl across
tl.re country to the far West-in Colorado ancl Califor-
nia ancl Washington, and rve recall the Daughters there,
then we trlrn to the North country, to the Great Lakes
territory-there are rxalty of us np there; then through
the heart of the great central West, clolnrn into New
n'Iexico ancl the Gulf states. up the Atlantic sea-board,
back into orlr o\\/11 New England-every'uvhere our mem-
bers are to be founcl; ?0,000 women are to-day wearing
the insigna of tl-re Daughters of the Arnerican Revolu-
tiou. To be the representative, the speaking voice of
these 70,000 is an honor and a responsibility. It is
also a pleasure to bring to you to-day, from this great
society, a salutation of corclial frienclliness anrl extencl
to 1'qu the hand of fellowship and con-rraclship.


"Last April the D. A. lt. in annual Congress as-
senrlrlcd, hacl the pleasulr, oI listening to your then
Presicient General. Wc rvt'r't' hor-rored in entertaining
the l'orthy heacl of a wor'llry society. 'Ihe patriotic
pnlse of sorre of us beat frrstt'r' lrccause Connecticut had
furnished the S. A. R. u,itlr rrrr lrble President General
anrl to a fell of Lrs, our St;rtc lrlicle itself was quickenecl
by a vigorous civic pride fol rvlrs he not our own fellow-
tor,r'nsnran, orlr o\rn hornt, cil1, had contributed your
clistinguisl-red leader. Wc corrg.r'atulatecl the order on
its cliscrimination and I'isc st,lt'ction.


Patriotic Work.
"The beautiful an<l irltistic tribute rvhich is pre-


sentecl to-rla\', comnancls tlrc full sympathy and pride
of the D. A. R., for it is so cornplctely in harmony r,vith
orlr orl/n efforts and objccls. We are in accord, not
only in this commemorati vt' \r,or-lr, but also in that other
encleavor, the patriotic c<ltrclrti<>n, of those whom the
open hospitality of this govcrnment has enticed to the
shelter of our national rool 1rce, those who have sat
clorvn by our political firesirlcs, as if at their own home
hearthstones. It rests, t() s( )ntc extent, With the cle-
scenclants of the Founclcrs ; rvith the Sons and Daugh-
ters of the An-rerican Rer'olution, to see that this for-
eign invasion cloes not clisturlr or overshadow the fam-
ily circle of our rlon.restic policics with alien influences.


Patriots Were Noble Men.


"The N'Iinute men of thc ltevolrrtion rvhonr we arc
retnetnbering, \\/ere noble rtrcn, they gave their lives--
llranv of them--for the prirrciples under which wc livcr
to-clar'. Yotrr State Presidcnt ancl Chapter were rtrost
happf in selecting tl,is figurc to illustrate heroisnr :rntl
patriotism anrl to cleclicate it on Bunker Hill clay. 'l'his
nrernorial r,vill alrvalrs be a testintonial to their saeacity,
skill and successful effort.


"Au ancient Greek patriot and warrior, whcn tokl
thrLl his son ha<l been slain in battle, replie<l : 'I clid not
t'c<1ucst tlrc go(1s to nrakc nty soll inrrtrortal ot lorrg- iivcrl,
lrtrt I rrslit'rl tlr:rl lrc rrria'ltt llrvc irrtcgr-itvoI pr-irrcilllc,s rrrrrl
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be a lover of his cottutry, atrd noJrv I ha.r,e tr-ry <lesire.'
M/hen u'e look at this statue, eloquent of the uprightness
ancl heroism of its prototype, it u'ill have for us a two
fold sigrrificAllce, it rvill be uot only a glaceful tribrrte of
honor to the past, but also a pleclge of righteous citizen-
ship to the future, a reqtlest to the gotls that oul- solts
ancl daughters 'ruay have integrity of princil>les' au<l


be rrpright lovers of their coLrntrl'.' "


'f he school choruses again s?ulg "Atnerica," itl
rvhich tl-re assembly joinecl antl the Rer'. 1\{ackenzie
brought the menrolable event to a finale lvith the ben-
ediction.


For the first tiurc the people now have air oppor-
tunity for viewins the \,IirTute \{au, as characteristic
arrcl effective a rlrenror:ial to the hcroes of '76 as graces
any comrnnnity.


The follorving poern bv \'Irs. l\gnes l-eu'is \'Iitchell.
callecl "The l{innte NIarr," rvas rearl by the arrthoress,
a g'ell l<nou'n rvriter an<l critic of the town, zrnct the
farlotts lectnrer orr "Ctlrrent Events :"


Old Compowe Road runs rambling down
For many a league through Westport Town,
Nor stops until it sees the sand
In curving beach outline the lapd,
And here the British vessels lay
In harbor, as but l-esterday !


From every roadside home they fired,


-Those patriots brave,-
Freedom to win, their'land. defend,
The Flag to save;
And as the British bullets sped
Our fathers flinched not, though they bled.


To-day we place this statue fair
Beneath the sun,--
Long years have passed, and men have gone
And freedom won.
And here where once our fathers died,
The }linute Man we rear with pride.


What dost thou guard, oh Pilgrim sirs?
No ships are in the bay.
The chariots that race thee by
Hold merry folk at play.
What does thy forehead stern forefend,
Thy knotted arm and hand defend?


Guard us, we pray, from foes unseen
That lurk within.
The lust of power that gold may buy,
The wage of sin,
The lack of sturdy manhood's might,
To hold and battle for the Right !


Teach us, both men an<l nation vast
That fine ideal
Of civic worth and civic pride
Our sires made real ;


Tedch, what they bravely taught us then
That rank lies not in lands, but men.


Look out, oh Minute Man, clear eyed
Upon to-day !


God grant the woes we clo not see


May pass away.
Still keep brave uratch o'er thine abode
Beside the sea, on Compowe Road.
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